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. . « twelve messages of John XXIII in full... 
highlights from other papal letters and 


addresses ... 


© Harmonious Apostolate 


In his address Secular and Religious, 
Pope John warns of the dangers that 
can arise from lack of cooperation in 
the apostolate. Page 70. 


© The Living Church 


The Catholic Church is not an arch- 
aeological museum, Pope John declares 
in his message, One, Holy, Catholic, 
Apostolic. Rather, it is “the ancient 
village fountain” that continues to pro- 
vide life-giving water today. Page 64. 


© Participation 
In his address The Little Singers and the 


Liturgy, the Holy Father urges fuller 
participation in the liturgy. Page 60. 


© Uncertainty 


Never so much as in our age has man- 
kind fluctuated between joy and sorrow, 
trust and fear, Pope John points out in 
his address Hopes and Fears. Nonethe- 
less, he adds, there are certain reasons 
for optimism. Page 43. 


© Preachers of the Word 


If people are not interested in sermons, 
it may well be the fault of the preachers, 


warns Pope John in The Art of Preach- 
ing. Page 49. 


@ Splendor of Truth 


The whole person must be bathed in the 
light of truth, the Holy Father urges in 
Truth and Peace. He discusses in detail 
the practice of truth in thought, word, 
and deed. Page 73. 


®@ The Good Priest 


In his address The Synod and the Priest 
Pope John offers a number of thoughts 
on perfection in the priestly life. Page 10. 


© The Press 


A positive program is the best answer 
to the deficiencies of the press, the Holy 
Father advises in The Catholic Journal- 
ist. He outlines several steps that can 
be taken. Page 23. 


@ also in this issue... 


are letters and addresses on social serv- 
ice, peace, modern farm machinery, 
material welfare, and other topics of 
interest. 
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NEWS 


and NOTES 


THE THIRD EASTER MESSAGE of 
Pope John XXIII reminded the world 
that despite persecution, bloodshed, and 
tribulation, Christ in His Church will 
triumph as He did on the first Easter. 

The Holy Father spoke sorrowfully 
of the evil actions of “men who belong 
to human society and are by nature 
our brothers.” He added that we must 
apply to them the words of the dying 
Jesus: “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” 

The Pontiff’s words were heard by 
some 250,000 people gathered in St. 
Peter’s Square, as well as by a vast 
television and radio audience through- 
out most of Europe. He concluded his 

- address with Easter greetings in fif- 
teen languages, including English and 
several Iron Curtain country tongues. 


* 

FROM ASH WEDNESDAY to Easter 
Sunday Pope John took a very active 
part in the celebration of the peniten- 
tial season of Lent. 

He began by distributing ashes on 
the first day and ended with his annual 
Easter message to the world. Through- 
out the season he participated fully in 
the liturgy, including the striking cere- 
monies of Holy Thursday, during 
which he washed and kissed the feet of 
thirteen seminarians. 


On the four Sundays of Lent he 
visited churches in four of Rome’s most 
densely populated parishes. His visits 
became triumphal processions, with 
hundreds of thousands of cheering spec- 
tators lining the routes. 


* 

A NEW PAPAL DOCUMENT on the 
social order was promised by Pope John 
in a New Year’s address to diplomats. 
(See page 56) The Pope said that he 
plans to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of Leo XIII’s social encyclical, “Rerum 
novarum,” by issuing a document that 





Father Reantd 


With the death of Rev. Edmond 
D. Benard, dean of the School of 
Sacred Theology at the Catholic 
University of America and one of 
the foremost theologians in the 
country, THE Pope Speaks has 
suffered a great loss. 

Father Benard’s advice and 
counsel were of inestimable value 
in the launching of this magazine 
(he was one of our earliest 
counselors) and no less so over 
the years of its growth and de- 
velopment. Requiescat in pace. 
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will confirm the Church’s concern for 
the entire social order. The anniversary 
date is May 15, 1961, but the Pope did 
not specify the date of his message or 
the form it will take. 


* 

THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL is 
expected to cover a very broad range 
of topics. 

Cardinal Tardini, Vatican Secretary 
of State, said that the council had been 
called in order to give guidance to 
Catholicism in the face of the complex 
problems brought about by great 
changes in wide areas of human ac- 
tivity—philosophical, technical, social, 
political. 

The Catholic bishops of Holland, in 
a thirty-page booklet explaining the 
Second Vatican Council, said that “the 
problems the council will have to solve 
are as numerous as they are varied.” 

Cardinal Koenig of Vienna indicated 
that he expects the council to bring 
about a number of changes: increased 
recognition of the dignity of the office 
of bishop; greater local freedom in 
liturgy and language; reforms in canon 
law, in the index of prohibited books, 
and in the practice of penance; intensi- 
fication of pastoral work through a far- 
reaching distribution of the clergy; and 
more explicit laws on the rights and 
duties of laymen. 

The lay apostolate will be a major 
topic at the council, the central prepara- 
tory commission has stated. They said 
that “the subject of the laity . . . will be 
dealt with in detail in view of the im- 
portance it has assumed today in the 
organizational life of the Church. It 
is, in fact, one of the principal subjects 
dear to the hearts of the bishops 
throughout the world.” 


THE REUNION OF CHRISTIANS has 
been named by Pope John as a definite 
though indirect aim of the council, re- 
minded Cardinal Bea, head of the coun- 
cil’s secretariat-on Christian unity. 

“It will be a question of establishing 
increasingly frequent contacts with our 
separated brothers, inspired by the 
greatest honesty and charity,” the car- 
dinal said. He also urged greater co- 
operation between Catholics and non- 
Catholics “in fields not connected di- 
rectly with faith.” 

He added that his secretariat would 
help non-Catholic Christians “to follow 
closely the work of the ecumenical coun- 
cil, both by supplying them with 
authentic information and by welcom- 
ing, studying and forwarding their 
wishes and suggestions to the competent 
authorities of the council.” 


* 

THE HOLY FATHER has paid sur- 
prise visits to several of the council’s 
preparatory commissions. Typically, he 
has dropped in during a meeting, asked 
that the discussion continue, and then 
listened quietly to the proceedings. When 
the meeting was over he has chatted 
informally with the members and given 
them a parting blessing. 


* 

THE DEATH OF CARDINAL MIMMI 
at the age of 78 came only one hour 
after Pope John had visited his old 
friend’s bedside. The Holy Father later 
said that the cardinal had been his 
friend and co-worker for forty years 
and that his death brought great grief. 
However, the Pope pointed out, such 
sorrow is replaced by the comforting 
thought of the rewards Christ has prom- 
ised His faithful servants. 
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Cardinal Mimmi was secretary of the 
Sacred Consistorial Congregation. 


* 


CERTAIN SHORTCOMINGS OF THE 
PRESS are as present as ever, the Holy 
Father said in his address The Catholic 
Journalist. (See p. 23) Mere recrimi- 
nation is not the answer, however, said 
the Pope, and suggested a three-point 
program of positive action on the part 
of the Catholic press: higher profes- 
sional standards, a strong sense of unity, 
and the development of “Christian 
sensitivity.” Under the latter he in- 
cluded the ability to discriminate what 
is printable and what is not, as well as 
the avoidance of exaggerated language. 


* 


PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS was 
urged by Pope John in an address to 
some four thousand choir boys from all 
over the world. (See p. 60) Prayer is 
communication with God, he explained, 
and Mass is the “supreme expression” 
of public, collective prayer. He longs to 
see everywhere “active participation, 
through dialogue and chant,” and the 
reception of holy communion “as fre- 
quently as possible, to make participa- 
tion in the sacrifice really complete. 


* 


THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE 
CHURCH was the principal theme of 
Pope John’s address after a Mass in the 
Byzantine-Slav rite at St. Peter’s. (See 
p. 64) He discussed the four marks of 
the Church and linked the day’s cere- 
mony to his hopes and expectations for 
the approaching ecumenical council. 

The greater part of the Oriental 
Church in union with Rome was repre- 
sented on the altar. The Holy Father 


presided over the rites and intoned the 
blessings in Old Slavonic. 


* 


IN OTHER MESSAGES, not reported 


elsewhere in this issue, Pope John 
XXIII: 





praised the efforts of traffic special- 
ists to lessen the hazards created by the 
immense increase of road traffic in re- 
cent times. April 3, 1961. 





pointed to St. Joseph as a model 
for all who would avoid “the three con- 
cupiscences besetting man”: the attrac- 
tion of money, the thirst for power, and 
the lure of pleasure. March 19, 1961. 





told employees of International 
Business Machines that business ma- 
chines have contributed much to “the 
common good of the great family of 
man.” March 18, 1961. 





reviewed and praised the history 
of the Church in Ireland. February 18, 
1961. 


——elebrated the thirtieth anniversary 
of Vatican Radio and said it had become 
a very effective means for spreading 
papal teaching. February 13, 1961. 


said that the role of the layman 
in the work of the Church will be the 
object of special study by the coming 
ecumenical council. February 9, 1961. 








compared the sufferings of perse. 
cuted Catholics today with those of the 
first Christians. February 1, 1961. 


blessed the Irish people in Gaelic 
and told them that St. Patrick’s labors 
“transformed a pagan people into a fer- 
vent community of Christians . . . among 
whom vocations blossomed in countless 
numbers.” March 17, 1961. 
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paid public tribute to the Mis- 
sionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
who were celebrating the centenary of 
their founder’s death. March 16, 1961. 





explained to a general audience 
that he fulfills his function as pope by 
“contemplation and prayer with the 
Lord,” followed by consultation with his 
counselors “for settling the affairs of 


the Church.” March 1, 1961. 





declared that true joy is based upon 
obedience to God’s commandments. He 
proposed for meditation the three 
words, “joy, obedience, and peace.” 


February 22, 1961. 


* 
THE PHOTOGRAPH on page 6 was 


taken during the consecration of eight 
new bishops by Pope John on the ma- 
jestic “Altar of the Chair” in St. Peter’s 
basilica. (Photo by Giordani) 

On page 48 the Holy Father is seen 
descending from a Mercedes Benz lim- 
ousine specially designed for papal use. 
(Photo by Felici) 


* 

TRANSLATORS of the longer mes- 
sages in this issue are identified in the 
footnote on the second page of each 
message. The brief messages and ex- 
cerpts were translated by Rev. Austin 
Vaughan, with the exception of that on 


page 83, which was translated by Mrs. 
L. G. M. Rose. 


Tue Pore Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, letters and addresses 
of the Roman pontiffs. Recent documents are given priority, but when space is available 
those of prior years and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based princi- 
pally on texts published in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints papal 
messages in the languages in which they were given. A TPS Guwe is included in each 
issue and contains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention 
during a prescribed period; this period closes some months prior to publication of the 
magazine, in order that the GumpE may be as complete as possible. Thus, this issue, Vol. 7, 
No. 1 (published April 1961), brings you translations of several of the more interest- 
ing and important messages of Pope John XXIII which have appeared in recent months, 
along with bibliographic coverage in the TPS Gume for the months of January through 
June, 1960. Tue Pore Speaks is published at 3622 12th St., N.E., Washington 17, 
D. C. Subscription rates: $6.00 a year; $11.00 for two years; $16.00 three years. Second- 


class postage paid at Washington, D. C. 
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A Feast of Light and Joy 


An Address of Pope John XXIII on the Feast of the Purification 


Gli innumerevoli 


ELOVED CHILDREN! The 
countless candles which have, 
as it were, ushered in today’s 

feast all over the world turn eyes 
and hearts to praising and loving 
Christ, the Most Blessed and the 
Sun of Justice. He is a light of 
revelation to all men, and a glory 
to His people.! “Multis enim modis 
illuminat, et variis donis creden- 
tium animas illustrat.” He illu- 
mines the souls of believers in 
many ways and enlightens them 
with various gifts.? 

In both the East and the West, 
February 2nd is the feast of the 
light which the Divine Redeemer 
brought to the world when He was 
born of the Most Holy Virgin; it 
is a feast of joy for all peoples who 
are united in a single heartbeat of 
faith and of love with the children 
of ancient Israel. 


Destination of the Candles 


It is our heartfelt wish that the 
artistically decorated, symbolic 
candles, which were so kindly 
brought here, may become messen- 
gers of light and joy. Last year, on 
this same occasion, as We an- 


February 2, 1961 


nounced the destination of the can- 
dles to be the most famous shrines 
on earth, We expressed Our con- 
fidence that they would signify “an 
invitation to the faithful of all 
races and tongues to join the Pope 
in prayer.” * That gesture evoked 
a thrill of response everywhere, 
from loving and willing hearts. 

This year We wish to propose a 
distribution of equally broad scope, 
which We are sure will touch the 
hearts of all Our children. 

We will send three candles each 
to the capital cities of all nations: 
the first and second candles are to 
be turned over to the religious 
house for men and the religious 
house for women, respectively, of 
the strictest observance and the 
greatest antiquity; the third can- 
dle is to be placed at the disposal 
of the local ordinary, for whatever 
work or institution is most dear 
to him. . 


A threefold message 


From this Rome of Ours, which 
brings together in brotherhood the 
world representatives of religious 
orders and congregations — from 
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the City which is praesidens uni- 
verso coetui caritatis +—these 1961 
candles will carry everywhere a 
threefold message, with certain 
precise intentions. 


Vocations 


First of all, a blossoming of 
apostles for the Church and for 
society. 

The first destination of the can- 
dies, religious houses with the 
strictest rules of mortification and 
penance, is meant to affirm, once 
more, the preeminence of the du- 
ties of worship and of total con- 
secration to a life of prayer over 
any other form of apostolate; at 
the same time it is meant to em- 
phasize the loftiness of, and the 
necessity for, vocations to this way 
of life. Self-sacrifice and immola- 
tion do indeed prepare perpetually 
renewed hosts of apostles and con- 
fessors for the Kingdom of Christ. 
Society needs priests, and needs 
religious, both men and women; it 
needs wholesome, generous fami- 
lies that do not stand in the way of 
God’s work and are glad to offer 
to God, with joyful self-sacrifice, 
what is perhaps their most beau- 
tiful and cherished possession: 
adolescents who are turned with 
innocent eyes and _ enthusiastic 


hearts toward the future, young 
lives fired with faith and love for 
God and the Church. 

The candles burning in the aus- 
tere silence of countless religious 
houses all over the world will 
dramatize this need for saintly 
apostles; they will also remind the 
apostles in the active life of the in- 
estimable value of prayer and self- 
sacrifice for the achievement of 
permanent conquests that will en- 
dure beyond the end of time. 


World peace 


Our second intention is to en- 
courage the efforts of good and 
honest men who are earnestly 
striving for a happy solution to 
the great and arduous problem of 
peace. 

It is Our habit, as you know, to 
focus attention most sharply, not 
so much on reasons for sadness as 
on whatever is edifying and con- 
soling. Causes for concern and re- 
gret cannot, of course, be absent 
from a realistic outlook on tempo- 
ral affairs; but much more notice- 
able and worthy of encouragement 
are the acts of judgment and the 
deeds which point to the good will 
and tireless activity of a large 
number of righteous and generous 
souls. Their efforts allow Us to 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 3, 1961. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

Each year on the Feast of the Purification the Holy Father is presented with a 
large number of elaborately decorated candles. Last year Pope John distributed 
the candles to major shrines throughout the world. The significance of this year’s 


distribution is the subject of this address. 


; 
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nope for a better future and for 
the establishment of a peace which 
will mean the triumph of truth 
and justice and a truer under- 
standing among peoples. This is 
the goal of international gather- 
ings and conferences, scientific re- 
search, cultural exchanges, and all 
other praiseworthy projects which 
carry the seeds of unity and future 
well-being. 

The luminous candle will be an 
incentive to keep up the good work. 
After all, what is all this if not 
the practice of charity and the pur- 
est substance of the Gospel? Fire 
is a beautiful symbol of charity. 
“The warmth of fire,” St. Thomas 
remarks, “stands for love.” > 


The ecumenical council 


The third intention that We en- 
trust to the symbolic language of 
these candles is, finally, the one 
which is so close to Our heart and 
to which We are dedicating Our 
humble efforts: the Second Vati- 
can Ecumenical Council. 

The purpose of the Council, right 
from its preparatory stage, is, as 
We stated just a year ago, “to 
touch every soul like the passage 
of the Angel of God, awakening 
energies and a feeling of brother- 
ly dedication, while lifting all 
thoughts toward the Church, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic.”® This 





1 Luke 2. 22. 


means the ever-increasing expan- 
sion of the Kingdom of God: a gen- 
eral renewal of Christian life, and 
the establishment of apostolic 
methods suited to the needs of the 
day and pointed toward the mis 
sionary victory of Christ the Lord. 
In the institutions chosen by the 
individual archbishops and bishops 
—whether hospitals, seminaries, 
new suburban parishes, or private 
factory chapels—the burning can- 
dies will remind all who gather 
in prayer around them of the need 
for an interior life equal to the de- 
mands of individual and social life 
which the Council will suggest. 


Trust in Mary 


Beloved children! We thank you 
for the gift of these beautifully 
decorated candles, which gave Us 
the opportunity to turn Our atten- 
tion to such lofty, edifying reali- 
ties. 

We entrust the fulfillment of Our 
wishes to the glorious Virgin Mary, 
sanctissima corpore, castissima 
moribus, omniumque pulcherrima." 
She who presented Jesus in the 
Temple and offered Him to the joy- 
ful reception of the saintly old man, 
Simeon, will evoke in many hearts 
a generous response to Our wishes 
and will grant Us the joy of seeing 
widespread participation in the 
same hopes. 


* St. Cyrilli Alex., “In Johann. IV :4”; MG 73, 623. ; : fo 
8 Osservatore Romano. February 3, 1960. See TPS Guide, in this issue, p. 87. 
#« | . presides over the universal congress of charity.” St. Ignatius, Ad. Rom.; 


MG 5, 685. 


5“Comm. in Evang. St. Johann.,” c. 5, lect. 6. 
*Osservatore Romano, February 3, 1960. See footnote 3 above. 


7 | . holiest in body, purest in life, and most beautiful of all.” 


Notkero, “Se- 


quence for the Purification,” from the Sequenzale di. S. Gallo. 








The Synod and the Priest 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the Clergy of Rome 


Da quando 


ELOVED sons! On the feast 
of St. Peter We met with you 
in the Vatican Basilica for the 

promulgation of the Synod. Earlier 
still, in the latter part of January, 
we shared days of spiritual inti- 
macy and pastoral solicitude while 
celebrating that event, which 
quickly took its place in the annals 
of the diocese of Rome. Ever since, 
the heart of your bishop has main- 
tained quiet but close, special con- 
tact with the mind and heart of 
every member of the secular and 
religious clergy of the City. 

And from time to time, as We 
gave thanks to God, We have en- 
joyed recalling with a smile some 
of the good-humored remarks that 
had reached Our ears, declaring in 
prophetic tones that the escapade 
We were planning—an undertak- 
ing like that of a Synod in Rome— 
was imprudent from the very first 
announcement. And later on, there 
were indications that some would 
still not be completely convinced 
until it was actually promulgated. 
Heavenly grace was not invoked in 
vain. From the very first meeting 
on January 24th in Our sacred Lat- 
eran Basilica to the more solemn 


10 


November 24, 1960 


one on June 29th close by the Tomb 
of St. Peter, We were able, with the 
help of the Lord, to celebrate what 
was certainly an opus bonum,} even 
if not, in some respects, an opus 
perfectum.? 


AN APOSTOLIC MEETING 


We were all at the apostolic 
meeting. If a respectful compar- 
ison may be permitted Us, all of 
the twelve were there in full agree- 
ment. Even Thomas was there— 
that is, even those who had been 
timid and uncertain in the begin- 
ning. All were equally impressed 
by the Lord’s goodness toward 
those who invoke Him and serve 
Him trustingly. 

Umbram fugat veritas 
Noctem lux eliminat.’ 

Since the actual promulgation, 
or more precisely, since November 
1st, the Roman Synod has had the 
force of diocesan law. Through the 
words of the Apostolic Constitution 
“Sollicitudo omnium Ecclesiarum,” 
today every priest of the Roman 
clergy knows better than ever how 
he is supposed to act in all matters 
proper to him and his office. As the 
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pages of the Synod become familiar 
to his mind, they repeat each day 
“Hoc fac et vives.” 4 


Words of encouragement 


Well, then, beloved sons of Ours, 
in this matter of your wonderful 
dispositions and your determina- 
tion to translate these synodal reg- 
ulations into practice, We thought 
that it would not displease you if 
We added a few more words to 
what We had the consolation of 
saying to you in Our talks during 
those blessed days last January: 
and We do so as new encourage- 
ment to all of you to act with honor 
before God, before Holy Church, 
and before men. 

The sacred volume of the Roman 
Synod is circulating—do not be 
surprised at that—in the world, 
and it has been well received and 
appreciated by venerable pastors; 
in the last few days, they have told 
Us so personally and have written 
to let Us know how pleased they 
are. Right now We are preparing 
a translation of it into Italian and 
other languages for laymen, so that 
it may serve to put them too on the 
road toward knowledge of the clear 


and shining principles that support 
the wisest and most divine of es- 
tablishments—the Church of Je- 
sus, still militant here on earth, yet 
always assured of triumph in the 
never-ending life to come. 


FREQUENT AND STEADY READING 
OF THE SYNOD 


Here is the first thing that We 
have to say to you. 

Before all else, beloved sons, 
please accept Our invitation to get 
used to reading the Synod, for day 
by day it will reveal to you hidden 
beauties of thought and of wisdom. 
Make it a regular habit to go back 
over those pages and get their full 
flavor ; this is of greater value—do 
not be displeased at hearing Us 
say this with complete frankness 
right here at the beginning, since 
the occasion for doing so presents 
itself— of greater value than tak- 
ing special care to cultivate parti- 
cular practices or devotions, which 
may be excessive in their venera- 
tion of Our Lady, the dear mother 
of Jesus and our mother—who will 
not be offended by these words of 
Ours—and of certain Saints, for 
sometimes, as a result of these, the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 25, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Roman Synod was held in the last week of January, 1960. The diocesan code 
of 755 regulations resulting from the synod was promulgated on June 29, 1960, the 
feast of Saints Peter and Paul. The Holy Father addressed the clergy of Rome on 
both of those occasions, as he reminds his audience in the opening of the present 


address. 


In this address, Pope John is speaking as Bishop of Rome to the priests and semi- 
narians of his diocese. He offers for their serious consideration several thoughts he 


has had upon the synodal regulations. 
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whole picture of the religious devo- 
tion of our good people is tarnished 
and impoverished. 

We hope you understand what 
We mean. The priest has the duty 
of being on guard himself and of 
putting the people on their guard. 
Some pious practices merely satis- 
fy the emotions; by themselves, 
they do not amount to fulfillment 
of religious obligations and so they 
are not even in full agreement with 
the first three commandments of 
the Decalogue, which are serious 
and obligatory. 


Guidance from the Bible 


With regard to reading the new 
code of diocesan life, the Old and 
the New Testaments supply us 
with some valuable directions 
drawn from the prophets and from 
the evangelists. Ezechiel, for ex- 
ample, in the second chapter of his 
prophetic poem, reveals to us his 
vision of the scroll that a mysteri- 
ous hand extended to him, with 
writing on the outside and the in- 
side containing lamentations, 
songs, and woes. He too was invited 
to read and to devour the precious 
book and in his turn, he never stops 
inviting others to do so, as he feels 
in his loins its fullness and richness 
of life and in his mouth a sweetness 
like that of honey. 





1A good work. 
* A completed work. 


St. John, too, along with the 
other Evangelists —just on the 
basis of some indications in the 
Biblical Concordances that We 
have at hand— pays continuous 
homage to and constantly invites 
us to the same kind of reading, 
especially of the books that contain 
the words God addresses to our 
hearts, and that serve as a lamp lit 
to guide our steps along our path. 
Vox Domini: divina lex: liber vi- 
tae.® 


Help from a psalm 


Beloved sons, have you ever 
reflected on that sacred didactic 
poem, Psalm 118, that begins with 
Beati immaculati in via, or, as the 
latest translation goes: Beati quo- 
rum immaculata est via,” and that 
takes a turn toward the end with 
Principes persequuntur me sine 
causa,® and then finishes off with 
those very touching words: vivat 
anima mea et laudet te: et decreta 
tua adjuvent me: Oberro ut ovis 
quae periit: quaere servum tuum, 
quia mandata tua non sum obli- 
tus? ® 

Please accept one more repeti- 
tion—this is a habit of Ours—of an 
appeal to search into the depths of 
that collection of invitations and 
recommendations that stretches 
through the whole Psalm as it is 


* Truth puts shadow to flight; light does away with the night. (From the Liturgy: 


Sequence Lauda Sion) 


*“Do this and thou shalt live.” (Luke 10, 28) 


®° Cf. Ezech. 2, 8 to 3, 3. 


* Voice of the Lord: divine law: book of life. 

7 Blessed are they whose way of life is spotless. (Ps. 118, 1) 

® Princes persecute me without cause. (Ps. 118, 161) 

® Let my soul live and praise thee, and let thy decrees help me. I go astray like a 
lost sheep; seek thy servant, for I have not forgotten thy commandments. (Ps. 118, 


175-176) 
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recited in the Sunday office, for you 
will find directions and compari- 
sons that are more than just lofty 
poetry; you will find the spirit and 
substance of the synodal regula- 
tions. 

We would enjoy offering you a 
number of examples. But you your- 
selves can easily discover some that 
are to your own taste. When We 
were young and assigned to hum- 
bler but still precious and meri- 
torious tasks in the priestly min- 
istry and in teaching, what a de- 
lightful lift it gave Our spirit to 
become the companion of St. Am- 
brose in his wonderful Expositio 
in Psalmum centesimum decimum 
octavum this very Beati im- 
maculati in via that was just cited; 
in tome XV of Migne, it goes on for 
342 pages, divided up into 22 ser- 
mons that offer rich food for a 
pious soul. 

As for this invitation of Ours for 
you to put some very useful variety 
into the ascetical practices of your 
daily life, which is so taken up with 
directly ministering to souls or 
with the service of the Holy Apos- 
tolic See, this passing mention is 
enough. 


Three thoughts 


With regard to the Synod that 
has just been promulgated, We 
would rather speak to you of some- 
thing that is very close to the heart 
of the lowly but official Shepherd 
of the whole flock of Christ (and in 
a special way of this holy and 
blessed portion — Rome, the first 





” Explanation of Psalm 118. 


diocese of the world). Please lend 
an ear to three thoughts that We 
would like to pass on to you and to 
recommend to your pious atten- 
tion. 


SPLENDOR OF THE PRIEST’S 
MISSION 


1. The first is drawn from Psalm 
14 of David: Domine quis commo- 
rabitur in tabernaculo tuo, quis 
habitabit in monte sancto tuo." It 
has to do with the perfection that is 
a mark of our mission as priests, 
and it is the first light streaming 
from the Synod. 


An immaculate life 


Before all else: ambulare sine 
macula.2 This means an immacu- 
late life, personal conduct worthy 
of the gaze and admiration of the 
angels of the Lord, good enough to 
edify the faithful and to attract the 
attention and thoughtful consider- 
ation of the non-believers who hap- 
pen to meet us. Any other praise, 
whether of personal -characteris- 
tics or talent, of know-how or ex- 
ternal success, is foolish and mis- 
leading. The priest reveals himself 
first of all at the altar in his observ- 
ance and respect for liturgical 
laws. He reveals himself in his at- 
tention to promptness and simplic- 
ity, without any foolish sophistica- 
tion that would weaken both him- 
self and those who approach him; 
in a constant communication with 
blessed Jesus in words and 
thoughts and feelings; in the shin- 


“© Lord, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle, who shall live on thy holy mountain? 


(Ps. 14, 1) ; 
2 To walk without stain. 
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ing conformity of his external life 
with his conscience; and in his 
close familiarity with a personal 
confessor in order to insure good 
ascetical direction and effective 
self-discipline. 


The altar 


The altar, the altar, beloved sons, 
is the focal point for eyes and 
heart. It evokes the picture that 
characterizes our life, and it is the 
starting point for the full unfold- 
ing of the chief labors of a priest: 
confessions, spiritual direction, 
teaching catechism, caring for the 
sick, prompt and prudent and pa- 
tient contact with the faithful of 
all ages and every social status in 
their doubts, their sorrows, their 
public calamities, their poverty. 


A kindly attitude 


Then: facere justitiam et cogi- 
tare recta in corde suo.'* The habit 
of thinking ill of everything and 
everybody is an obstacle for you 
and for everyone around you. A 
moderate outlook towards all, but 
with eyes open and alive to the 
realities that are facing us and 
those who live with us; an 
habitual disposition to nosce teip- 
sum," in order to sympathize with 
others and to soften everything a 
little and turn it all to good, while 
finding motives for zeal in the ex- 
ample of others. 

Above all, attention to govern- 
ing your own tongue: non calum- 
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niare; non facere malum proximo 
suo; non opprobrium inferre vicino 
suo.” What a horrible thing these 
would be in the life of a priest! 


Attitude toward the world 


The fact that we must learn to 
control and discipline ourselves in 
this regard as we strive for per- 
fection does not excuse us from 
passing stern judgment and con- 
demning the things that are wrong 
in the world. It does not excuse us 
from trying to protect ourselves 
against such things or from refus- 
ing to let ourselves be deceived, or 
above all from avoiding compro- 
mises with the world for the sake 
of some monetary advantage or 
material interest of ours that might 
be served, especially—and this is 
the worst and most damnable thing 
of all—if it is served at the expense 
of innocent persons. 

Here, we are still on the level of 
the natural law. Woe to the priest 
who goes to the very limits of rep- 
robation by daring to take false 
refuge behind the cloak of the 
mere appearances of canon law and 
of customs that are distorted or 
non-existent. 


Serenity 


A great blessing and motive for 
interior delight is to be found in 
this commoratio® of the priest 
in the tabernacle of the Lord: this 
dwelling in monte sancto suo,!" de- 


% To do justice and think right things in his heart. 

% Know thyself. 

% Not to slander; not to do evil to his neighbor; not to bring disgrace upon those 
close to him. 

- a 

y mountain. 


“In his ho 
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spite his contact with the baseness 
of the world. 

In order to add ctrength to our 
efforts to remain aloof and stay 
well above the seductions and en- 
chantments of the present life, the 
14th psalm is followed by psalms 
15 and 16 which are also of David: 
Conserva me, Deus, quoniam con- 
fugio in Te;** and the prayer: 
Audi, Domine, justam causam, at- 
tende clamorem meum.?® 

Oh! what serene peace there is 
in this priestly life of ours that is 
sustained by the song. How it per- 
mits us to look at this magnificent 
volume of ours, Prima Romana 
Synodus,° and repeat the words of 
Psalm 16—with an attitude of re- 
spect for it and a clear conscience 
that we have respected it at all 
cost: Si scrutaris cor meum, si vis- 
itas nocte, si igne me probas, non 
invenies in me iniquitatem. Non 
est transgressum os meum homi- 
num more: secundum verba la- 
biorum tuorum ego custodivi vias 
legis.1 

Notice that the old reading was 
actually vias duras.22, Modern Bib- 
lical scholars have made it clearer 
by having it read: vias legis,* thus 
showing a greater sense of trust 
in the Lord, who in imposing His 
will offers the gentle comfort of 





His aid and the encouraging prom- 
ise of sure reward on earth and in 
heaven. 


TRUE DETACHMENT FROM THE 
WORLD 


2. And now, beloved sons, here 
is a second thought for you, that 
We have plucked, not from the 
Psalmist and Prophet David, but 
from two great Doctors of the 
Church, Jerome and Augustine. 

The Breviary, with which we 
are all familiar, reveals it in two 
simple but moving pages. 

Our volume of the Synod, which 
is the code for priestly life, marks 
out the full extent of our detach- 
ment from the world, and indicates 
what kind of spirit should inspire 
our priestly labor for the souls that 
we priests are called upon—vocati 
estis *4—to save and to sanctify. 


A commentary of St. Jerome 


What tones and accents you can 
find in the language of St. Jerome 
in his commentary on St. Matthew! 
Grandis fiducia. Petrus piscator 
erat.5 (We know this St. Peter of 
ours very well a juventute nostra 
et sua.2* Dives non fuerat: cibos 
manu et arte quaerebat: et tamen 
loquitur confidenter: reliquimus 


18 Preserve me, O God, for I flee unto thee. (Ps. 15, 1) 

® Hear, O Lord, a just cause, attend to my cry. (Ps. 16, 1) ; 

” The First Roman Synod. (A copy of the Latin text of this work can be obtained 
for $4.20 by writing to Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City.—Ed.) _ 

“If thou searchest my heart, if thou visitest me in the night, if thou triest me by 


fire, thou wilt not find iniquity in me. My mouth has not transgressed in 
of men; I have kept the ways of the law according to the wo 


3-4) 
* Hard ways. 
% Ways of the law. 
* You have been called. 
*® Great trust. Peter was a fisherman, 
* From his youth and our own. 


the manner 
of thy lips. (Ps. 16, 
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omnia: et quia non sufficit tantum 
relinquere jungit quod perfectum 
est: Et secuti sumus te: fecimus 
quod jussisti: quid igitur nobis 
dabis praemii? 27 


The spirit of the world 


Let us concentrate our attention 
on this: relinquere omnia, Christ- 
tum sequi.22 The two expressions 
suppose that a line of contact re- 
mains between, on the one hand, 
the boat and its oars, and on the 
other, Christ Jesus, whom we must 
serve and bring to others. You 
don’t go on living and you don’t 
exercise the priestly ministry and 
you don’t serve the Church in the 
various offices of its central and 
world-wide administration without 
coming into contact with what the 
world and the spirit of the world 
represent. This spirit in itself is 
neither enough nor necessary for 
doing honor to the other element, 
that is, to service of the Lord in 
the priestly work par excellence— 
proclaiming the Gospel, adminis- 
tering sacramental grace, exercis- 
ing charity in its various forms. 
Instead, it can be, and actually be- 
comes, a daily temptation and en- 
ticement to be cold or superficial 
in carrying out the tasks that have 
to do with the priest’s office and 
the responsibility he has assumed. 
A fancy for riches, distinction. 
honors and personal interests—and 
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the pursuit of all these things— 
fits in very poorly with the Chris- 
tum sequi® and is in flagrant con- 
tradiction to the reliquimus om- 
nia,®® which is the point of depar- 
ture for any journey toward what 
has constituted the greatness and 
the true glory of Christianity, of 
the Church, and of the Catholic 
priesthood in all ages. 

In this regard, please permit 
your Bishop and Father to express 
a regret that he feels very keenly 
in his heart and often sighs over 
in his prayers. 


Sources of danger 


The modern manifestations of 
technology and the extra comforts 
supplied by modern life represent 
a double source of danger: first, 
the fact of crafty reproduction and 
malicious diffusion of subtle intel- 
lectual and moral aberrations, re- 
pugnant to good sense, human and 
Christian; second and more con- 
crete, the fact of error and of evil 
—this part has been going on ab 
initio saeculorum™—along with 
their imitation and visual repro- 
duction in the press and films, 
which succeed in multiplying the 
copies, and thus the temptations, 
indefinitely. 


A sad comparison 


We want to seize this opportu- 
nity to pay tribute and offer en- 


* He was not a rich man. He had to earn his food with his sweat and his skill. And 
still he speaks confidently: we have given up everything. And since giving up every- 
thing is not enough, he adds the thing that makes it perfect: and we have followed 
you; we have done what vou commanded us to do. Therefore what reward are you 


going to give us? (Book III on Matt. 19) 
* Give up everything; follow Christ. 
*® Follow Christ. 

*® We have given up all things. 
** From the beginning of time. 
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couragement to continued produc- 
tion and development of literary, 
scientific, moral, and_ religious 
works of a high calibre, at every 
level and in every form of the apos- 
tolate. We know this is being done 
in noteworthy fashion especially in 
certain regions both far from here 
and close by, and all of them are 
very worthy and very dear to Us. 
But oh! how little this contribu- 
tion still is, compared to the im- 
mense and slimy flood of material 
in print and on film around the 
world that does not elevate indi- 
vidual souls and peoples to the 
knowledge, love, and worship of 
God, of truth, of goodness, of pure 
beauty, of justice, of brotherhood, 
and of peace, but rather ends up 
corrupting and poisoning their 
healthy outlook and sowing the 
vicious seeds of dissolution and 
ruin. 

Beloved sons: you understand 
just what pangs of anguish your 
Father and Pastor is suffering as 
he approaches the conscience of 
each of you to tell you these things. 


Care in reading 


Ecce nos reliquimus omnia et 
secuti sumus Te.®? This omnja** 
that we have left behind for the 
sake of Christ Jesus takes in, 
among other things, our reading or 


looking at newspapers, magazines, — 


books, or entertainments that are 





in any way opposed to truth and 
the spirit of Christ, or to the teach- 
ings of the Holy Church, or to the 
prescriptions and counsels of the 
volume of our blessed Synod. 

We beg all Our dear priests to 
put their hands over their hearts 
and examine their consciences well 
on this point, for We consider it 
most serious and important. 


St. Augustine 


This teaching is suggested to us 
by St. Jerome in the “de Communi 
Abbatum” ** of the Breviary; and 
along with it, We have the work 
of another Doctor, whose heavenly 
knowledge and enlightenment far 
surpasses that of many other 
Fathers of the Church. 

This time, St. Augustine is the 
one speaking, in his tenth sermon 
De verbis Domini,® and his words 
are also recorded in the Breviary 
in the Common of Abbots. They 
are not the words: Reliquimus 
omnia et secuti sumus Te ** that the 
Apostles addressed to Jesus, but 
rather the loving and gentle words 
of Jesus Himself to His closest dis- 
ciples, and to all who joined with 
them: Venite ad me, omnes qui 
laboratis et onerati estis, et ego re- 
ficiam vos. Tollite jugum meum 
super vos, et discite a me quia 
mitis sum et humilis corde, et in- 
venietis requiem animabus vestris. 


*® Behold, we have left all and followed thee. 


* Everything. 

*“ On the Common of Abbots. 

® On the words of the Lord. 

* We have left all and followed thee. 


** Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light. (Matt. 11, 


28-30) 
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Jugum enim meum suave est, et 
onus meum leve.8" 


The yoke of the Lord 


What great praise and exalta- 
tion there are in these very words 
of the Lord Himself for all the tir- 
ing—even physically tiring—work, 
the great efforts, the pain and the 
suffering that go with the life of a 
priest! How well they apply to the 
good priests of every age! The spe- 
cial vocation they have received has 
made them the specially privileged 
ones of the Lord: but in their 
bodies, they remain mortal men, 
frail and weak and often vessels of 
clay. Yet a great reward has been 
set aside for them. Jesus, the first 
priest, is the one who guarantees 
it: Ego reficiam vos.*8 

It is interesting to note that 
while giving this assurance, Jesus 
extends an invitation to those clos- 
est to Him to fear nothing and take 
His yoke upon their shoulders: 
“Jugum meum super vos’; and he 
encourages them to learn from 
Him to imitate His meekness and 
His humble heart, as a guarantee 
of peace for their souls. 

Oh! what horizons are unveiled 
to the zeal of every fervent priest 
in these few short gentle words. 


Activism 


As you read through the indi- 
vidual articles of the Roman Synod, 
the fact that there are so many of 
them may create the impression 
that it is favoring a full display of 
the kind of activism into which 





*TI will give you rest. 
If the vessels of flesh are constrained, the room for charity grows. 
“That urges on. 

“ Yoke of the Lord upon us. 


noble and fervent souls throw 
themselves with keen enthusiasm 
in their less mature years. 

But St. Augustine, taking his in- 
spiration from the words of Jesus, 
warns us to proceed calmly in gov- 
erning our energies. Si angustian- 
tur vasa carnis, dilatentur spatia 
caritatis.*® Here he strikes a re- 
markable note, in perfect harmony 
with the sublime hymn to charity 
in one of the wonderful pages com- 
posed by St. Paul (1 Cor. 18, 1-13), 
in which he succeeded in striking 
a balance between the feverish 
drive quae urget * and the careful 
measurement of how he spent him- 
self, for the glory of Christ and of 
His Gospel and for the salvation 
of souls. 

And so it is the same St. Augus- 
tine who steps in to correct and 
temper the excesses of activism, by 
explaining to us that the jugum 
Domini super nos * does not mean 
remaking the world, creating 
things visible and invisible, per- 
forming miracles even to the rais- 
ing of the dead, but rather means 
remaining faithful to meekness 
and humility of heart, for this is 
the great secret of success at all 
times and in all circumstances. 


THE LETTERS OF THE FIRST POPE 


3. There is a third thought that 
comes to encourage all of us to pay 
honor to our Synod, beloved sons, 
and it comes from the familiar 
words of St. Peter, the first Bishop 
of Rome, humble, blessed, most 
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holy, established by Jesus as the 
foundation stone of the one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic Church, 
which, in the plans of Providence, 
exercises from Rome, its center, its 
primacy of honor and of jurisdic- 
tion over all the Churches through- 
out the world. 

His voice comes down to us from 
far-off centuries, just as it sounded 
on the two occasions when he spoke 
from Rome to the Christians who 
made up the first communities in 
the East. It still expresses the 
same heavenly doctrine, the same 
spiritual direction, the same sound 
discipline that our Synod is pro- 
posing; the external circumstances 
have changed, but the provisions 
of the latter are just as wise and 
are well-adapted to the circum- 
stances of present-day life. 


Nourishment from St. Peter 


These apostolic letters of St. 
Peter—like those of St. Paul, for 
that matter, and like all Sacred 
Scripture—ought to furnish spir- 
itual nourishment for all the Cath- 
olics in the world. We welcome 
this opportunity to invite the faith- 
ful to answer the challenge and 
live up to the Roman Synod’s di- 
rections to everyone to read the 
Sacred Book; for nowadays igno- 
rance of it on the part of any Cath- 
olic with self-respect is truly un- 
forgivable. 

Peter says that “our most dear 
brother Paul, according to the wis- 
dom given him,” * in dealing with 
the patient suffering of Our Lord 
and its reference to universal sal- 
vation, touches upon some difficult 





“2 Peter 3, 15-16. 


points that the weak and the igno- 
rant distort, as they do the rest of 
the Scriptures, to their own de- 
struction. 

But this warning was not direct- 
ed at us priests. Indeed, the read- 
ing of Holy Scripture can bring to 
us sO many advantages of every 
spiritual and pastoral kind, for our 
sanctification. 

And so the priests of Rome and 
even the faithful should go back 
over the two letters of St. Peter 
with calm and with their usual 
careful preparation, for they really 
deserve to be studied and to be- 
come something that is very famil- 
iar and practically, you might say, 
known by heart. 


Sublime practicality 


It would go beyond the bounds 
of this meeting to go into citations 
and specific passages but We hope 
that Our invitation to you to medi- 
tate on these two encyclicals of the 
first Pope may do some good. Most 
substantial food in the form of 
doctrine that is both sublime and 
practical; true spiritual rapture 
that comes as a surprise for most 
and is very sweet for all those who 
become familiar with it. In his 
letter to the Romans, St. Paul set 
down astounding truths bearing on 
quite lofty matters that were of 
universal interest. St. Peter, on 
the other hand, wrote from Rome 
to encourage all of the priests and 
faithful, and he dealt for the most 
part with practical problems that 
have to do with the life of the 
Church and life in the Church in 
all times and ages. Let us priests 
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of the diocese of Rome make it our 
treasure. Just a small taste of it 
will be enough to exhilarate us. 
Consider the first chapter in the 
first letter, for example: the dig- 
nity of the Christian and the holi- 
ness of his life; then the duties, 
that shine brilliantly with grace in 
every way in the chosen race, the 
royal priesthood, the holy nation, 
the people that has been acquired; 
the duty of obedience, the joys of 
the family, and of charity; the 
counsels given, in expectation of 
the end; the special recommenda- 
tions for the old and the young. 


A treasure for priests 


Last of all, for priests, what a 
treasure of heavenly doctrine and 
advice! St. Peter himself, the con- 
senior et testis Christi passionum, 
qui et ejus, quae in futuro revelan- 
da est, gloriae communicator,* as 
he goes on speaking to priests: 
Pascite qui in vobis est gregem Dei, 
providentes non coacte, sed spon- 
tanee secundum Deum, neque tur- 
pis lucri gratia, sed voluntarie; 
meque ut dominantes in cleris, sed 
forma facti gregis ex animo.*4 


SHINING LIGHTS OF THE DIOCESE 
OF ROME 

The second letter is less vivid 

and colorful than the first, dealing 

as it does with matters in dispute, 

with errors that are to be correct- 


ed, and with false teachers who 
are to be avoided. 

But there is a touch of human 
emotion where Peter says quod 
velox est depositio tabernaculi 
mei * and promises to remember 
his faithful afterwards, too. Dabo 
operam et frequenter habere vos 
post obitum meum, ut horum me- 
moriam faciatis.** 

Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons! 

St. Peter has this to say, among 
other things, in chapter three, 
verse eight of this second letter 
of his: there is one thing that you 
must not forget, my dear ones—a 
single day with the Lord is as a 
thousand years and a thousand 
years as a single day. 

This idea comes suddenly to 
mind here at the end of this talk; 
it has given Us so much pleasure 
to be able to deliver it, just as was 
true of all the cares—none of them, 
to be frank, very upsetting ones— 
that the preparing and celebrating 
of the Roman Synod imposed up- 
on Us. 


A blessed project 


The conscience of St. Peter’s 
lowly successor as Bishop of Rome 
is always kept open and attentive 
to the Lord in its intention of serv- 
ing Him well, especially in his own 
diocese—servus servorum Dei **— 


“* Fellow-presbyter and witness of the sateen ey s of Pacha the partaker also of the 
e€ 


glory that is to be revealed in time to come. (1 


ter 5 5, 


“Tend the flock of God which is among you, ois not under constraint, but 
willingly, according to God; nor yet for the sake of base gain, but eagerly; nor yet as 
lording it over your charges, but becoming from the heart a pattern to the flock. 


(1 Peter 5, 2-3) 


“That the putting off of my tabernacle is at hand. (2 Peter 1, 14) 
“ Moreover I will endeavor that even after my death you may often have occasion 
to call these things to mind. (2 Peter 1, 15) 


“ Servant of the servants of God. 
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while taking full advantage of the 
help offered by many, many souls 
who are also acting under the in- 
spiration of heavenly doctrine and 
grace; and he can safely say in the 
light of what has been accomplished 
that the whole project of the Ro- 
man Synod was truly blessed. This 
is the idea suggested to Us by to- 
day’s gathering, and it makes Our 
spirit expand with gratitude: 
Dizi et liberavi animam meam.* 
The synod that has just been 
celebrated implies and calls for a 
good deal of further effort to com- 
plete and carry out its work, and 
We will follow up on this little by 
little, without impatience, and with 
care to seize every opportunity that 
Providence may choose to offer Us 
for corresponding with the good 
will shown by everyone, with the 
desires of more tender souls, and 
with the present needs of our dio- 
cese. At the same time We will 
try to avoid any of the resentment 
that may be occasioned by hasty 
words, which can at times cause 
confusion and uncertainty in the 


* hearts of those who are weak and 


timid. 
Carrying out the decrees 


Beloved sons, the Synod is over, 
celebrated and promulgated. Our 
feeling now—as is only natural— 
is that carrying it into practice 
does not. depend so much on super- 
intending committees — although 
these do have their proper place 
and deserve respect—as on the 
conscience of each and every priest. 

As for Us—and We enjoy re- 





“TI have spoken and set my soul free. 
“ Spare, leisure. 


peating it—We have now turned 
Our attention to the great under- 
taking of the Council, with serene 
confidence of complete success, and 
We pray God to grant you the 
same kind of trust. And you will 
have it, beloved sons, to the extent 
that you learn to prize the tremen- 
dously powerful aid that practice 
of the synodal decrees can bring to 
individual members of the clergy, 
to religious communities, to in- 
stitutions of higher learning and 
of ecclesiastical training, and to 
parishes. 

The dioceses of the world are 
looking to Rome, to the Pope, to 
his fellow-workers from the high- 
est to the lowest, to his diocese. 
Let us not disappoint the hopes of 
the pilgrim who directs his steps 
toward this blessed city. Let us not 
refuse the role that is being offered 
us of being, in a sense, the heralds 
of the Second Vatican Council: 
heralds of the spirit of faith, of 
sincere piety, of order, and of 
peace. 


RELATED EVIDENCE FROM Pius IX 


Beloved sons! Yes, for some 
months now, the Pope has been 
giving some of his subsecivae 
hours to the history of the last few 
councils, with special attention to 
the First Vatican. Today, as We 
hear so many kind words echoing 
around Our humble person, wish- 
ing a continuation of the long life 
that the Lord has granted Us, Our 
thoughts go back to Our venerable 
predecessor Pius IX of most glori- 
ous and holy memory. Precisely 
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at our age, at the completion of his 
79th year and the beginning of his 
80th—as is true of Us at this hour 
—he was getting ready for the im- 
minent opening of the Vatican 
Council, which was to bring, and 
actually did bring so many benefits 
in the spiritual and the pastoral 
order to the Catholic Church 
throughout the world. 


The shadow of Pius IX 


Beloved sons! For some time 
We have enjoyed applying to 
Ourself what Cardinal Federigo 
Borromeo said of himself: “God 
knows my deficiencies, and the ones 
that I know too are enough to em- 
barrass me.” 5° And that is why 
on this occasion of Our 80th birth- 
day We beg you to leave Us, in a 
sense, in the shadow of Our great 
predecessor Pius IX; We would 
like to read you a comment about 
him that We have in Our personal 
notes. 

“His health is perfect,” wrote 





*° Manzoni, I promessi sposi, chap. 26. 


Louis Veuillot. “His conversation 
is as keen and pointed as it is kind 
and good. His eye can always pick 
out his friends in a crowd, and he 
likes to say that he has seen them 
here and there. His hand, which 
is holding up so great a portion of 
the weight of the world, doesn’t 
tremble at all. His ear hears even 
those who speak to him softly and 
fully grasps how filled their hearts 
are with love and respect. He 
keeps everything in mind, and re- 
members everything, except in- 
juries.” 51 

With these memories and with 
this encouragement to perfection 
in the priestly life that comes to 
Us and to all of you from so far off 
and yet remains so up-to-date, We 
put an end to Our talk; please ac- 
cept for yourselves and for the 
souls entrusted to your care Our 
full Apostolic Blessing and Our 
fatherly best wishes that you may 
always respond fittingly to the 
grace of the Lord. 


* Louis Veuillot, Rome pendant le Concile, (ed. Lethielleux, Paris, 1927) II, 366. 
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The Catholic Journalist 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the Catholic Press Union of Italy 


Vi accogliamo 


E WELCOME you with 

very special affection and 

attention, beloved sons, 
Catholic journalists. Your title is a 
fine and lofty one that carries re- 
sponsibilities with it. 

Today’s meeting brings back to 
Our mind the memory of other spe- 
cial meetings with representatives 
of the press and it gives Us an op- 
portunity to reaffirm the high es- 
teem that We have for those who 
devote themselves in an honest 
fashion to the serious and difficult 
profession of journalism, and es- 
pecially, as is quite natural and un- 
derstandable, for you who exercise 
this profession in the light of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and of the 
living and everlasting teaching of 
the Church. 

We have saluted this second Na- 
tional Assembly of yours and of- 
fered some paternal encourage- 
ment; now We would like to seize 
the opportunity to come back to 
a subject that is very close to Our 
heart. 


Continuing dangers 


Unfortunately, the deficiencies 


23 


December 4, 1960 


and dangers in the area of the press 
that have been the cause of com- 
plaints in the past are still just as 
serious as ever. We are so con- 
cerned about this, that We feel that 
today We may skip over any 
lengthier introduction or any repe- 
tition of statistics that are impres- 
Sive in themselves but already fa- 
miliar to you anyway and move 
right on to an explanation of what 
We feel is most urgently needed— 
not just on the part of those of you 
who do honor to your title of Cath- 
olic, but on the part of all those 
who are working with you in the 
name of decent standards and 
truth, in defense of the ideals that 
are held in common by all men of 
good will. 


A positive outlook 


It would be useless to waste our 
time in complaints and recrimina- 
tions. Rather, with an ardent long- 
ing for a success that cannot be 
long in coming we must build, be- 
loved sons, we must move forward 
and lay the foundation for a new 
era that will be healthier, more 
just, more generous. We must sow, 
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even if a profound sadness some- 
times lies heavy upon our breast, 
for we are sure of the promise of a 
joyful harvest: Qui seminant in 
lacrimis in exsultatione metent: 
Those who sow in tears, shall reap 
in joy. 

And so We turn to positive con- 
siderations and entrust them to 
your experience, competence, and 
good will. They are the prepara- 
tion, the fraternal cooperation and 
coordination, and the Christian 
sensitivity of Catholic journalists. 


PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION 


Your professional preparation, 
beloved sons, brings to mind the 
vastness and importance of the 
mission you have chosen. You know 
well that, for any task, you cannot 
simply improvise, and if every pro- 
fession involving social responsi- 
bility calls for long hard years of 
specialized preparation, both the- 
oretical and practical, this is bound 
to be true for militant journalists 
too. There has to be an apprentice- 
ship if you are to succeed in ac- 
quiring that combination of quali- 
ties that will make your service 
smooth and effective. Just think of 
it. You need the delicacy of a doc- 
tor, the versatility of an author, 
the sharpness of a jurist, the sense 
of responsibility of an educator. 


Selectivity 


Such breadth of interest and of 
horizons requires serious prepara- 
tion. Hence it will not be enough 
for you merely to know how to get 
information and give it. You have 
to know the manner and techniques 
of information. At the same time, 
you must not waste time in listen- 
ing to and reading things that are 
useless. Thus your sensitivity will 
be refined and you will possess the 
art of knowing how to choose news, 
separate it out, and reclothe it. 


Adequate recompense 


This kind of preparation calls 
for ample material means: and so 
economic recompense is a neces- 
sity. Those working on individual 
newspapers must receive a just 
wage, even though the Catholic 
press does suffer from a scarcity of 
financial means because it does not 
enjoy the benefits of the extra fi- 
nances that are rather readily 
available to the party press and 
the so-called independent press. 
The remarks and directives of Our 
immortal predecessor Leo XIII 
still hold true: “All of those who 
really desire in their hearts to have 
sacred and secular affairs effective- 
ly defended by able writers and to 
see them flourishing ought to use 
their own generosity to help them 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 5-6, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

In a special audience for the Second National Congress of the Catholic Press 
Union of Italy, the Holy Father discusses three means for self-improvement of 
Catholic journalists. 
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produce literary works of beauty 
and power; and the richer a man 
is, the greater the support he 
should give them with his means 
and his possessions.” 


Not mere professionalism 


So we must give and we must 
support a good cause. But even if 
you were to reach the most satis- 
factory and ideal situation in this 
regard, it would still always be im- 
portant for you to guard against 
mere professionalism; that atti- 
tude looks at things from a purely 
economic or technical point of view 
or concerns itself only with the 
quality of the execution of the 
work, and even though this may be 
perfectly good in itself, it will 
never achieve its purpose as long 
as it is not sustained and overshad- 
owed by the spirit of prayer and of 
charity, and by an apostolic drive. 
This is what adds to the beauty of 
your individual actions and makes 
them meritorious in the eyes of 
God—especially those actions that 
form the very texture of your daily 
activity. 

So see to it that the first thing 
that you have at heart is your prep- 
aration, in all of its aspects; this in- 
cludes a harmonious blending of 
natural gifts, technical qualifica- 
tions, and the spiritual vocation to 
do good in order to please God, ac- 
cording to the teaching of the 
Apostle: “so that you may walk 
worthily of God and please Him in 
all things, bearing fruit in every 





1 Ps. 125, 5. 


good work and growing in the 
knowledge of God.’ 


FRATERNAL COOPERATION AND 
COORDINATION 


Fraternal cooperation and coor- 
dination. Our second consideration 
lays stress on the great and abso- 
lutely necessary duty of charity. 


Charity 


In the comments that appeared 
in the press on the election of the 
new Pope, toward the close of the 
memorable day of October 28, 1958, 
you were the first to lay stress— 
and you are still doing so— on the 
“diligite alterutrum” that burst 
from Our lips as We accepted the 
burden imposed upon Us by the will 
of God: the stress, We say, on that 
love one another, that lies closest to 
Our heart as a sacred obligation, 
before and beyond every program 
for praiseworthy enterprises and 
thoughtful measures. 

Charity! Praeceptum Domini 
est, praeceptum Domini,‘ continued 
the Apostle of love, John the Evan- 
gelist. 

This charity gently invites you 
to be united to each other, in faith 
and in action, in convictions and in 
ideals, in labors and in militant 
dedication. 


Help for the faithful 


Be united and help faithful and 
convinced Catholics to stay united 
among themselves and to have 
trust in the social doctrine of the 


* Encyclical “Etsi Nos,” February 15, 1882. Acta Leonis, III, 12. 


*Col. 1, 10. 


*“Tt is the command of the Lord, the command of the Lord.” 
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Church and in its legislation, that 
has been filtered through the ex- 
periences of many centuries. Help 
them to become acquainted with it 
and to get a deeper knowledge of 
it. Help them to let themselves be 
penetrated ever more by the Chris- 
tian way of thinking, of judging, of 
deciding, above and beyond any 
temptations to singularity, to re- 
sentment, or to personal interest; 
and help them to avoid being de- 
ceived by the illusions of an ill-in- 
formed liberty that becomes intol- 
erant of any correction or any dis- 
cipline. 

You understand Us well. We owe 
respect to those who have not 
reached full Christian and Catholic 
maturity and who stand on the 
threshold of the temple, but this 
does not give us the right to make 
dangerous concessions, compro- 
mises, or surrenders that do dam- 
age to the sacred heritage of truth 
and justice that is the Gospel. 


Dislike for discipline 


The most serious danger to 
which some of Our children are ex- 
posed is precisely this: that of an 
intolerance, We repeat, for any 
common discipline, that becomes 
in turn a tolerance and indifference 
toward errors and dangerous posi- 
tions in the various fields of public 
life, in politics as well as in enter- 
tainment, in literature as well as in 
religious practice. 


False defenders of liberty 


We also hope that you will suc- 
ceed in finding a way to put people 





51 Promessi Sposi, chap. 7. 
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on their guard against the worldly 
spirit that finds its tool in certain 
trends of thought and of modern 
custom that try every possible 
method to draw society away from 
the influence of the Gospel of 
Christ, from the teaching of the 
Church, from the eternal values of 
divine truth, of love, of purity and 
of apostolate upon which Christian 
civilization has flourished. These 
movements set themselves up as 
defenders of some vague kind of 
liberty, but they are quick to deny 
it to the Church when she finds her- 
self forced to defend her treasure 
of revealed truths or the heritage 
of sound morality that has been 
committed to her; they proclaim 
the Church’s separation from and 
independence of civil power, but 
they are constantly working to 
limit her every action and to cast 
shadows of suspicion and of hatred 
upon her. Their activity might 
well be compared to that so aptly 
described by Manzoni when he 
speaks of the evil one who is 
strong: “who can insult and say 
that he has been offended, deride 
people and demand an explanation, 
terrify others and then complain, 
be shameless and yet beyond re- 
proach.” 


Defense through union 


In the face of attitudes like this, 
union is more important than ever, 
in order to defend and to help to 
defend truth, justice, and honesty, 
not to speak of religion and the 
Gospel. Oh, your mission is great 
from this point of view too, beloved 
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sons, and it deserves every possible 
encouragement and strengthening. 
So be united: it is the Pope who 
asks this of you in the name of Him 
who has prayed for the union of all 
His faithful: Ut omnes unum sint,® 
among other reasons and princi- 
pally, for the reason that We have 
described to you: “That all may be 
one, even as thou, Father in me and 
I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us.”’? 


CHRISTIAN SENSITIVITY 


The final thing needed is a pro- 
found Christian sensitivity that 
will, with grace and distinction, 
permeate all your actions and 
spread that good odor of Christ ® 
that gives everything its proper 
tone. Exercise Christian sensitivity 
in everything and with everybody, 
so that the clear evidence ou give 
of sincerity united to respect, of 
clarity of ideas joined to maturity 
of thought and expression, may 
reach everyone. 


A source of pain 


We welcome the occasion of this 
friendly meeting to confide to you 
that often, when We look at period- 
icals and newspapers, it causes Us 
real pain to come across language 
that is, from time to time, shut off 
from reality, exaggerated, inflated 
—or else sharp, aggressive, need- 
lessly polemical. This is indicative 
of a practice that has found its way 
into everything, sometimes even 
into advertisements and into ac- 
counts of sports events and of local 





*“That all may be one.” 
* John 17, 21. 
* Cf. 2 Cor. 2, 15. 


folklore celebrations. 

Now the Catholic journalist 
must guard against this kind of 
thinking and writing, in which 
there is corrupted all genuine sense 
of courtesy, of proper training, and 
of Christian methods of convincing 
through gentlemanly persuasion 
and attracting people with reas- 
oned arguments rather than with 
artful suggestions. 


Evidence of sensitivity 


The sensitivity that We are talk- 
ing about shows itself in the de- 
cision whether to present or omit 
a given account or the details of an 
upsetting and unwholesome event: 
and in this, it will follow the dic- 
tates of right conscience, rather 
than purposes that are more or 
less questionable. 

It shows itself again in not in- 
dulging in lofty praise, especially 
where the persons concerned are 
still alive; in not attributing all the 
good to one side or to one organi- 
zation but rather accepting what is 
good and helpful wherever it is to 
be found in order to encourage the 
establishment of fruitful contacts. 
It also teaches people to take ad- 
vantage of the history of those who 
have gone before them, not to for- 
get the teachings of the past, to 
make use of every valuable piece of 
testimony offered by the human 
spirit in the course of the lives of 
peoples. 


Sources of material 


Christian sensitivity: as you 
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have understood, it looks for and 
casts a light on those universal 
expressions of the true, the good 
and the beautiful that are to be 
found in nature, in music, in the 
monuments of art and literature. 
We repeat it, beloved sons, in the 
words of paternal encouragement 
that We directed to your colleagues 
of “L’Avvenire d'Italia” on Octo- 
ber 18th of last year: Educate 
your readers to appreciate what is 
true and good and beautiful; this 
means that you must learn to draw 
the material for the services you 
provide from the inexhaustible 
fonts of truth, of beauty, and of 
goodness, that spring up from the 
picture we have of the various 
epochs of history, from the world 
of art and of poetry, from the con- 
quests of science, from the wonder- 
ful life of the universe, from the 
voyages of explorers and mis- 
sionaries.”’ ® 

What an inexhaustible font of 
inspiration for the journalist and 
of delight for his readers springs 
up from this kind of heritage that 
is common to all mankind; how 
often it is neglected to make room 
for passing fancies and gossip of 
no lasting value! Without making 
any display of erudition—and you 
should not in a newspaper that goes 
into the hands of everybody and 
serves as a source of information 
and of peaceful relaxation — you 
can still draw constant, meaty in- 
spiration from so vast a panorama 





of living, interesting, pleasant 
realities. 


Encouragement 


Beloved sons! Do not lose cour- 
age in the daily difficulties that 
surround your work, but learn to 
pour into it the new life of the 
generosity and the enthusiasm that 
will come forth from your deepest 
convictions. We are close to you: 
with paternal attention, with keen 
interest in your problems, with the 
help that is within Our power, and 
especially with prayer. May the 
Lord grant you always to keep 
faith with your aims, may He 
broaden your activity and make it 
ever more fruitful and effective, 
may He support your Union in its 
undertakings, and may He draw 
to it all the good and powerful en- 
ergies that together can accom- 
plish so much good when each and 
every journalist recognizes and 
evaluates his own talents and puts 
them at the service of all. 

These are Our most ardent 
wishes, Our heart-felt aspirations. 
And as a pledge of the paternal 
affection which We nourish for 
each of you, We are happy to offer 
you the strength and consolation 
of Our special Apostolic Blessing, 
and to extend it to the whole Un- 
ion, and to all those who are near- 
est and dearest to you in the bonds 
of family, profession, and friend- 
ship. 


® Discorsi, Messaggi, Collaqui, vol. 1, p. 486. A summary of this message appears 
in TPS v. 6, no. 1, p. 48. 














Brief Messages 


and Excerpts 


The Call to the Priesthood 


. .. Beloved sons! It brings Us deep satisfaction to visit this new site of the 
Pontifical Beda College, where you have just moved after leaving the old 
house on the Via San Nicolé Tolentino, that could no longer adequately serve 
the lofty purpose for which it was intended. How full of meaning is-this move 
from the old street in the center of Rome to the neighborhood of the tomb 
of St. Paul! Every time that your gaze rests on the majestic basilica, you will 
think of the Apostle of the Gentiles, of the call that he answered and lived 
up to so ardently, of his desire to live and to die only for Christ: "gratia 
autem Dei sum id quod sum, et gratia ejus in me vacua non fuit, sed gratia 
Dei mecum."’ [But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace in 
me has not been fruitless—in fact | have labored more than any of them, yet 
not | but the grace of God with me.] (I Cor. 15, 10) The fact that the 
sepulchre of the glorious athlete of Christ is so near by will constantly en- 
courage you to reflect upon the gift of your vocation with the help of God's 
enlightenment and to live up to it with complete and unhesitating generosity. 


Oh, how much We ought to thank Our Lord for this tangible sign of His 
presence in the world! His voice is calling: in the soul of the young man 
there are no ulterior motives, no-family traditions to be handed down, no 
thought of ambition or earthly gain: but only the glory of God, the sanctify- 
ing of His name, the coming of His kingdom, the fulfilling of His will, in per- 
fect reply to the sublime requests of the Pater Noster. What brilliance, what 
grandeur, what enchantment invests the whole personality of those who are 
called! 


So it is well worth following the example of absolute generosity displayed 
by the Apostle Paul; when God took him by surprise, on the spot he left 
everything behind him and consecrated himself to his new mission. This calls 
for a whole-hearted answer from each and every one of you, one made up 
of a complete surrender, a complete detachment from goods, from pressing 
cares of an earthly nature, even from loved ones, in order to take giant steps 
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along the road you have chosen, to clothe yourself with the intentions and 
the feelings of the eternal Priest: ‘Vivo autem, jam non ego, vivit vero in 
me Christus . . . qui dilexit me, et tradidit semetipsum pro me." [It is now 
no longer | that live, but Christ lives in me . . . who loved me and gave him- 
self up for me.] (Gal. 2, 20) 


You yourselves are living testimony to the fact that the answer to the 
divine invitation may come at any age, beloved sons. In the case of some, 
it means a whole life given to the Lord from the time of childhood, and this 
was true of the great Doctor of your country, the venerable Bede, for whom 
your college is named; for others, it may be a sudden flash of lightning in 
the full vigor of their maturity, as if they were riding along a mystical road 
to Damascus. In God's eyes, years are not what counts, but rather the in- 
tensity of love with which You answer Him and serve Him. 


In the light of this, your college takes on a special significance and im- 
portance, for it accepts men whose vocation has come in mature or advanced 
age and prepares them for the priesthood. This makes it, in a singular and 
characteristic way all its own, a great public demonstration of the great good 
of a vocation: and this is why We were so happy to come here today, to 
express to you Our pleasure and encouragement and best wishes. . . 


—John XXIII. From an address to students 
at the Pontifical Beda College for late 
vocations. October 20, 1960. 


To New Bishops 


... You have been made Bishops of the Church of God, after having been 
chosen for this honor from various offices to which you had applied yourselves 
with a distinction and devotion that has led to great results; you offer Our 
eyes a stupendous living vision, that very aptly sums up the activities and 
concerns of the Church at this particular moment of its history. It is first of 
all the vision of the council that has been announced and is in course of 
preparation; of seminaries and Catholic institutions of higher learning 
throughout the world; of representatives of the Apostolic See in countries of 
Africa and of Asia; of dioceses in the old world and the new that are facing 
up to history and are thereby giving one more proof of the never-ending 
fruitfulness of the apostolate; of charitable institutions that deserve the 
highest praise and are constantly and effectively working to meet ever new 
demands arising. from the urgent needs of the times. 


This is the sight—a unified and yet a very varied one—that you offer to 
Our exultant eyes today. And We want you to know that We were really 
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very pleased to have Our thoughts, Our affections, and Our words during 
these days link together Our interest in the preparation of the Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council, and Our concern for other equally serious problems 
dealing with the development of the Church in the world. So you can see 
that We wanted the council to be the focal point for Our renewed determi- 
nation to expend the fullest energies at the Church's command in behalf of 
seminaries, educational institutions, new techniques for communication of 
ideas, charitable works, and especially development of the apostolate of 
cooperating in missionary activity, which stands at the head of Our list of 
most urgent and most deeply-felt concerns. 


This is the flame that Jesus wanted to bring down upon the earth, the one 
He ardently desired to see enkindled: the fire of His charity, of the justice 
that He taught and sanctified, of His love for all men of every race and on 
every level of civilization. . 


As a matter of fact . . . the whole mission that Jesus entrusted to His 
Church can be summed up in the mysterious words: ''Ignem veni mittere in 
terram." [| have come to cast fire upon the earth.] (Luke 12, 49) 


Venerable brethren and beloved Sons! Let Us permit this transforming 
fire to penetrate deep within Us as it did the Apostles on the day of Pente- 
cost! It will burn away the inevitable dross of a nature that has been wounded 
by original sin and weakened by our personal sins; it will stir up the ideals 
that have always marked a vocation to the priesthood in the mind of each 
and every one of us and make us more docile’ and generous; these ideals are 
in keeping with the plan for sanctifying the whole world that makes up the 
last and greatest testament of Jesus and our truest glory. What words Jesus 
spoke: ‘Remain in me, and | in you. Just as the branch cannot give fruit of 
itself, if it does not remain on the vine: so neither will you, if you do not 
remain in me. | am the vine, you are the branches: if someone remains in 
me, and | in him, He will bear great fruit, for without me you can do nothing.” 
(John 15, 4-5) 


The Savior expects great fruits from us, and we can supply them in ever 
greater measure if we remain in Him, bathed in His Most Precious Blood, and 
inflamed by the fires of His Love. ... 


O Jesus, eternal Priest, who hast enkindled in the world a flame that will 
never be extinguished, make Us always share in the cares of Thy divine Heart. 
Grant this chosen band of generous souls, whom Thou hast enriched today 
with the fullness of Thy priesthood, the grace to do honor to Thee in Thy 
holy Church, O Lord, and make many new and fervent apostles of Thy king- 
dom continue to spring up alongside of them for the salvation of the world: 
and see to it that peoples and nations prosper and enjoy Thy greatest bless- 
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ings in the form of peace and productivity, of mutual love, of order and 
tranquillity, and make each and every hour see the Church extend Thy re- 
deeming mission more and more. "Salvum fac populum tuum Domine, et 
benedic hereditati tuae: et rege eos et extolle illos usque in aeternum!'’ 


—John XXIII. From an address on the 
occasion of the consecration of 
eight bishops. October 28, 1960. 


Social Service 


lt gives Us great pleasure to accede to the request of the organizing 
committee of the Tenth International Conference on Social Service and to 
greet you and bid you welcome. 


We were very interested to learn that the program for your discussions is 
specially devoted to ''social service in a changing world" and especially to 
its role and its responsibilities. It is a subject that really deserves your care- 
ful attention and consideration and it is well-fitted to stimulate useful 
exchanges of views that will help you to carry out the better your very 
important mission in the world of today. 


This world—you are right to underline the fact—is changing greatly. 
There is a trend, accentuated by industrialization, that is leading to the 
phenomenon of growing urbanization in many countries. New industrial com- 
munities are developing, despite the fact that increased mechanization 
brings profound upheavals in the ways of life and of work that had previously 
been traditional in the rural world. 


Sometimes man finds it difficult to cope with these new living conditions 
with nothing more than his own resources. If some affliction ever happens to 
touch his work or his family, then he is in danger of suffering serious harm 
unless the community comes to offer him brotherly help. 


lt is there, gentlemen, that your indispensable work comes in. Social 
service can intervene to supply what personal resources are unable to pro- 
vide and to furnish help to all those who need it, all the way from minors 
involved in difficult family situations up to old people who find themselves 
in straitened circumstances or, even worse, in absolute poverty, not to men- 
tion adults who are out of work, or workers who do not enjoy enough job 
security. For the benefit of these people social service also plays an active 
role in framing new laws or correcting those already in existence. In this way, 
it helps to make everyone a part of the human community and it makes 
solidarity with its less-favored members something tangible. 
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By doing this, social service is really filling its role of serving society by 
permitting everyone to lead a decent life where he can fulfill his duties and 
satisfy his legitimate needs, with due respect for spiritual values. 


And the Church, which is, as you know, always specially concerned about 
the full development of man, takes a lively interest in your activities. We 
are very happy over the active role played by specialized international 
Catholic organizations, especially the International Catholic Union of Social 
Service and the Caritas Internationalis. We congratulated the latter not long 
ago "on restoring the true notion of charity and putting the humble works 
of mercy, whose practice the Church recommends so warmly to its children, 
back in their place of honor.’ [AAS 52 (1960) 768] 


There can be no doubt that the participation of outstanding individuals 
and of many representative organizations will enable this international meet- 
ing to make a contribution toward establishing fruitful, advantageous con- 
tacts which will permit those at the Congress to exchange information and 
experiences with profit, to gain a better knowledge of what has to be accom- 
plished and what means should be employed, and to coordinate all the 


various individual and group activities in a way that will provide greater 
service to mankind. 


In this way, you will be imitating Jesus, ‘who passed among them doing 
good" (Acts 10, 38). That is the wish of His humble Vicar. And as a pledge 
of Our good will toward you, your families and your work, We very gladly 
grant you the favor of a full Apostolic Blessing. 


—John XXIll. To delegates to the Tenth 


International Conference on Social 
Service, January 14, 1961. 


* 


33 











On the Immaculate Conception 


A Homily of Pope John XXill at the Basilica of St. Mary Major 
on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 


Portiamo con Noi 


ENERABLE brethren, be- 

loved sons! We still carry 

with Us the happy memory of 
the visit We paid to the Church of 
the Holy Apostles last year—on 
December 7, 1959, to be exact—for 
the closing of the Novena in honor 
of the Immaculate Conception.’ 
That act on Our part was a sudden 
calling back to life, after almost a 
century of silence, of the tradition 
of the Pope paying a personal visit 
to that great temple. 

The favors We asked of the 
venerable Mother of Jesus and Our 
Mother on that occasion were 
granted to Us, or are on the way 
toward being lovingly granted. 


Successful synod 


The Diocesan Synod that We had 
so much at heart has been a suc- 
cess: and to the satisfaction of just 
about everyone. The volume that 
contains the living substance of its 
regulations, which are inspired by 
a fervor for spiritual progress, is 
speeding through the world, be- 
yond the bounds of the City; and 
careful study and fervent support 
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is being devoted to seeing the regu- 
lations carried out here, by souls 
that are most generous and most 
sensitive to the spiritual and apos- 
tolic needs of Rome. 


The Basilica of St. Mary Major 


During the celebration of the 
Novena in honor of the Immaculate 
Conception, just as we were prepar- 
ing to meet our beloved children 
once again this year in an act of 
religious devotion, We could not 
but accede to the many requests ex- 
pressed to Us by trusting and pious 
voices for the Pope to celebrate the 
great mystery of the Immaculate 
Conception in a more solemn fash- 
ion, not on the eve but on the glori- 
ous day of the liturgical feast it- 
self, and to do it here in the midst 
of the splendors of the Liberian 
Basilica. Indeed this basilica is sal- 
uted and venerated not just in the 
City but in the whole world as the 
most distinguished of all the monu- 
ments erected to the glory of Mary 
by the Church throughout its long, 
celebrated history. 

As a matter of fact, there are 
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countless temples dedicated to 
Mary and there are splendid ones in 
every country; but the Basilica of 
St. Mary Major on the Esquiline 
Hill in Rome surpasses all of them 
in the sacred antiquity of its memo- 
rials, and all visitors find it most 
devotional as well as fascinating. 

So Weare happy, beloved sons of 
Ours from Rome, to welcome you 
here this year and to greet you in 
this golden dwelling-place of the 
Mother of Jesus, who is our Moth- 
er, good and blessed for all and for 
each of us. 


Three points 


And since this meeting of ours 
offers Us an opportunity and prac- 
tically an invitation, please go 
along with Us in spirit, beloved 
sons, in fixing your devout eyes on 
three shining topics that We would 
like to call to your keen attention, 
here in this splendid atmosphere of 
religious history, of art, of devo- 
tion to Mary. There is no better 
way for us to receive and enjoy edi- 
fication and encouragement that 
will move us to do good and face 
the future confidently. 

Here are the three topics whose 
kind and gentle light stirs Us and 
lifts Us up: first, the Immaculate 
herself; secondly, the memory of 
Our predecessors, and especially of 


Pope Pius IX, who deserves special 
attention for having exalted her 
privileges and holiness so much; 
thirdly, the great Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council, which, with 
its well-organized preparation, has 
already become the object of a 
longing that is anxiously and hap- 
pily shared by all the believers in 
the whole world. 


THE IMMACULATE 


The Catholic doctrine that deals 
with the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary and exalts its splendors is 
familiar to every good Christian: 
delight and enchantment for the 
noblest souls. It is in the liturgy; it 
is in the voices of the Fathers of 
the Church; it is in the anxious 
longing of so many hearts that 
want to do her honor, by offering 
the sweet odor of their purity, and 
the ardor of their apostolic work 
for the raising of moral standards 
in public and private. 

Oh! Venerable brethren and be- 
loved children, what a great task 
this truly is for us: for all to co- 
operate with the grace of Mary 
Immaculate and, in the light of her 
teachings, in the purification of 
public and private morals! 


A sad note 


Here We must strike a sad note; 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 9-10, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Basilica of St. Mary Major, where the Pope delivered this homily, is the largest 
and oldest of the churches in Rome dedicated to Our Lady. It is also known as the 
Liberian Basilica because of the traditional belief that the fourth century Pope 
Liberius had a vision on the spot where the basilica stands today. 
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indeed, conscience forces Us to. 
For the way that purity is forgot- 
ten and the way that perverted 
practices are flaunted and exalted 
through so many forms of seduc- 
tion and of prevarication are things 
that would frighten the soul of any 
priest—and you can imagine how 
much more bitter they are to the 
soul of the Pope who is speaking to 
you. 


Legions of the good 


Look. As We go back over the 
long course of Our life and recall 
various encounters and impressions 
that date from far-off times, We 
still feel a deep and tender emotion 
taking possession of Us at the 
thought of countless legions of 
wives and mothers, and of humble 
home-girls and consecrated virgins 
whose prudent and charitable serv- 
ice was the true strength and nobi- 
lity of families and a form of co- 
operation in the ministry of the 
priest as well. All this silent activi- 
ty of theirs was carried on in the 
light of the divine law, and it 
served as an expression of the hu- 
man and Christian virtues that 
flowered from the dignity and pur- 
ity of their morals. 

Pleasant memories of this kind 
were the source of a statement that 
We had occasion to make just a 
year ago, while speaking to a spe- 
cial gathering of Catholic jurists 
and We would like to repeat it to 
you: “From the time of Our early 
youth onwards, We found Our- 
self steeped in a family and dio- 





cesan tradition that was always 
open to the knowledge of what was 
true and beautiful... . And going 
back in Our mind’s eye over the 
things We saw and heard and over 
the people who lived around Us, 
We can honestly and joyfully say 
that through all those younger 
years, Our spirit never had to face 
words or pictures or stories that 
would have upset it. We can give 
personal testimony of the upright- 
ness, the decency and the delicacy 
of conscience of those who were 
near and dear to Us and of the 
people among whom We lived.” ? 


A firmer stand 


The traditions of Our good Chris- 
tian people are still, for by far the 
greater part, strong and healthy, 
rooted in an imperturbable, consci- 
ous fidelity to the heritage of truth 
and of wisdom that the Church 
guards jealously as its most preci- 
ous spiritual treasure. But it is nec- 
essary for all those who have the 
fate of the family and of civil so- 
ciety at heart to take an ever firmer 
stand in the face of current preme- 
ditated attempts to bury sound 
moral standards under an unpre- 
cedented offensive that knows no 
truce. All men of good will and es- 
pecially the fathers and mothers of 
families are called upon to make 
this common effort. In making it, 
we must beg the Immaculate: to 
grant us help toward not allowing 
ourselves to be overwhelmed; to 
give us a luminous and powerful 
inspiration toward remaining faith- 


1 For the address delivered on that occasion, see TPS v. 6, no. 2, pp. 174-180. 
* AAS 52 (1960) 46. A translation of the complete‘address appears in TPS v. 6, no. 
2, pp. 193-99. 
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ful and toward growing stronger in 
the good fight, for our own protec- 
tion; to serve as an example to us; 
to strengthen and comfort us in the 
work of penetration and of the 
apostolate that is a great responsi- 
bility for each of us. 


A prayer 


O Mary Immaculate, morning- 
star who dispels the darkness of 
the misty night, We run to thee 
with great trust. Vitam praesta 
puram: iter para tutum.® Clear our 
path of all the seductions that come 
from the worldly taste of life; sus- 
tain the energies, not only of those 
who are young, but of those of all 
ages, who are equally exposed to 
the temptation of the evil one. 


POPES OF THE IMMACULATE 


And now, beloved children, per- 
mit Us to speak of the popes of the 
Immaculate and, in terms of speci- 
al honor and merit, of Pius IX. 


Pius IX and the Immaculate 


Each year, the eighth of Decem- 
ber recalls the solemn proclamation 
of the radiant and touching dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception more 
than a century ago; and so today it 
is only natural for Our thoughts to 
rush back to the one who was the 
authoritative voice in proclaiming 
it, its infallible oracle. The gentle 
figure of Our Predecessor Pius IX 
of great and holy memory is espe- 


cially venerable and dear to Us, be- 
cause he nourished a most tender 
love for the Blessed Virgin and de- 
voted himself from the time of his 
youth to studying and contemplat- 
ing the privilege of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary Most Holy. Go- 
ing back through the centuries, he 
loved to wrap himself in the same 
mantle of glory that adorned so 
many of his illustrious predeces- 
sors in the Roman Pontificate, as 
they gave repeated testimony of 
their devotion to and love for 
Mary, whom the Roman people rec- 
ognize officially as their Salvation, 
invoked and blessed under the title 
of Salus populi Romani,‘ and whom 
the whole world acclaims as Queen 
of heaven and of earth. 


Other Pontiffs 


Here are a few prized illustra- 
tions from these famous Pontiffs. 
First you have the lofty majesty of 
Benedict XIV, who established a 
solemn papal celebration® for the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception 
here in this very Basilica of Ours, 
St. Mary Major. 

Among those who were most out- 
standing in the development of the 
liturgy of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion prior to the dogmatic defini- 
tion, we might name Benedict XI, 
who made the feast of the _Imma- 
culate Conception de praecepto® 
for the whole Church (December 
6, 1708) ; Innocent XII, who put it 


*Grant (us) a pure life: prepare the way for a safe journey. 

* “Salvation of the Roman people.” This title is given to a picture of Our Lady and 
her child that hangs in the Basilica of St. Mary Major. It has been carried through 
the streets of Rome in procession on certain important occasions.—Tr. 

5 The Italian word translated here as “celebration” is “capella,” a Papal procession 


and Mass.—Tr. 
* A holy day of obligation. 
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on the eighth and elevated it to the 
rank of second class (May 15, 
1693) ; Clement IX, who had al- 
ready granted this for the Papal 
States (1667) ; Alexander VII, who 
had granted the same favor to the 
dioceses of the Republic of Venice 
(1665). Moving back farther, we 
note Clement VIII, who elevated 
the feast to the rank of duplex ma- 
jus * in his edition of the Breviary, 
just as St. Pius V had given it nine 
lessons. A most fervent promoter 
of devotion to Mary was Pope Six- 
tus IV, who extended to the liturgy 
for December 8th the same indul- 
gences that his predecessors had 
granted for the feast of Corpus 
Domini (1472) .8 In a document en- 
couraging the construction of the 
church of Santa Maria delle Grazie 
(1472), he called Mary “Immacu- 
lata Virgo,” ® a title not used up to 
then in the official documents of 
the Papal Curia. But the main rea- 
son for recalling Sixtus IV and his 
devotion to the Immaculate Con- 
ception of Mary will always be the 
magnificent and sumptuous Cha- 
pel of the Choir in St. Peter’s, 
where the Vatican Chapter carries 
out the ordinary sacred functions: 
for amid the stucco-work of the 
vault portraying the Old and the 
New Testament there gleams the 
wonderful mosaic of the Immacu- 
late Conception, with Saint John 
Chrysostom and Saints Francis and 
Anthony, the glories of the Sera- 
phic Order, kneeling in veneration 
around her.?° 





*A double major. 

® Corpus Christi. 

®*Immaculate Virgin. 

*” St. John Chrysostom is buried in this chapel. St. Francis and St. Anthony were 
the Fathers of the Franciscan Order, to which Sixtus IV had belonged.—Tr. 


Two crownings 


This is the very same noble and 
impressive image that the Pontiff 
Pius IX crowned with matchless 
solemnity on December 8, 1869, on 
the occasion of the opening of the 
First Vatican Council. And it is a 
cause of tenderness and spiritual 
joy for Our spirit to recall vividly 
that We were present as a newly- 
ordained priest a half century after 
the definition, on December 8, 1904, 
to be exact, and with Our own eyes 
saw Pius X, the holy successor of 
Pius IX, as he repeated the act of 
Crowning with a garland that was 
even more resplendent with preci- 
ous gems, gathered together from 
all corners of the globe out of devo- 
tion to Mary. 


The courage of Pius IX 


This brief historical side-trip 
brings us back to the meek and 
gentle figure of the Pontiff Pius 
IX. The light of Mary Immaculate 
hovering over him makes Us un- 
derstand God’s secret in the lofty 
and holy service that he rendered 
to the Church. 

Thirty-two years in the Pontifi- 
cate permitted him to touch upon 
all points of Catholic doctrine, to 
turn his persuasive paternal atten- 
tion to his children throughout the 
whole world, to offer them an in- 
terested, affectionate and tireless 
reminder of discipline, of honor, of 
courage in the face of growing dif- 
ficulties, veiled or open attacks, 
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and challenges thrown down to 
religion, right at the very moment 
when persons of great reputation 
were proclaiming that it was al- 
ready dead or dying. 

Pius IX knew how “to believe in 
hope against hope,” and to keep 
his frightened and uncertain flock 
united with unshakeable firmness 
and infinite love and kindness; and 
as meek as he was, he was not 
afraid of the dark machinations of 
sects, he did not waver in the face 
of opposition, he did not retreat in 
the face of calumnies. 

We love to repeat it! Yes: the 
light of Mary Immaculate—defined 
as such in a loud voice, most sol- 
emnly, before the whole Church, 
despite the mocking shouts of the 
unbelievers and the timid murmurs 
of a few who were uncertain—the 
light of the Immaculate, We say, 
struck the head and the heart of 
the great Pontiff and became the 
animating force of his long labors 
and the comfort of his immolation. 


A pledge 


. How his figure rises up as a 

lofty sign-post before Us! How it 
points out the right way to Us! We 
pledge Ourself with the help of 
God, to imitate him and We will 
imitate him in carrying out Our 
apostolic ministry: with calm, with 
meekness, with unquenchable pa- 
tience, with security, ardor of hope 
and of spiritual victory: whatever 
may happen to Us. 

The ebb and flow of human 
events, which at times favors Our 





“Cf. Rom. 4, 18. 


undertaking and at other times is 
opposed or non-committal with re- 
gard to it, can neither make Us un- 
duly optimistic nor discourage Our 
efforts, for We are counting above 
all on the intercession of the Imma- 
culate Mother of Jesus: Mater Ec- 
clesiae, et Mater nostra dulcissi- 
ma.12 


THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


The contemplation of the meek but 
strong figure of Pius IX inspires 
Us to move ahead swiftly in the 
great undertaking that stands be- 
fore Us, the Second Vatican Coun- 
cil. 


Trust in the Lord 


Once again in this work, which 
may well be the most important of 
Our humble life as “Servus servo- 
rum Dei,” * We are strengthened 
and consoled by the certainty that 
We are obeying the good and pow- 
erful will of the Lord. And this cer- 
tainty, aside from being one more 
reason for a feeling of tranquillity 
and for Our customary abandon- 
ment to the grace that comes from 
on high, also adds new strength to 
Our spirit and to Our undertak- 
ings, and carries them aloft on the 
wings of an expectation that is 
based completely on God. 

Every day that goes by furnishes 
Us with comforting proofs of this. 


A touching response 


As a matter of fact, Our heart is 
deeply touched as We behold the 
echoes stirred up in the whole 


* Mother of the Church and our most gentle Mother. 


% Servant of the servants of God. 
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world by the steps taken in prepa- 
ration for the Council or by Our 
announcement of it. 

The faithful praying with humi- 
lity and fervor, here at Our side 
and off in the distance in every 
direction; children invited to cover 
the path and the labor of the 
Fathers of the Council with the 
beautiful blossoms of their inno- 
cence; sick people offering up the 
merits of their sufferings; priests, 
and in the first place missionaries, 
monks, and religious, belonging to 
institutes for men and for women 
—large or small, ancient or mod- 
ern—in the very act, you might say, 
of going ahead to prepare the way 
for the deliberations of the Council, 
with their wills ready for any- 
thing; young seminarians, reach- 
ing out toward the ideal of the 
priesthood that is opening before 
them, and carrying out their duties 
of prayer and study with thought- 
ful maturity, to make the blessing 
of the Lord come down upon it 
more plentifully. Along with them 
there is the whole Christian family 
watching and praying, offering a 
stirring and inspiring sight. 


A deep conviction 


The vision of accomplishments 
as consoling as these gives Us the 
courage to repeat to you today, 
beloved sons, and to the whole 
world as well, in definite terms, a 
deep conviction We have: that the 
Lord indeed wishes to lead souls to 
a deeper appreciation of truth, jus- 
tice, and charity that will be felt in 
their hearts and expressed in their 
lives, and that He is inviting them 
to re-read His Gospel more atten- 


tively, devoting special study to 
those words, the highest and most 
meritorious evaluation of life—the 
present life and the future one. The 
ordinary ways in which the mercy 
of God has been bestowed on Us 
leave Us with no eager desire for 
special charisms or for miracles. It 
is enough for Us to act in accord- 
ance with heavenly grace day by 
day and to use terms that anyone 
can understand to announce the 
perennial message of man’s eternal 
destiny, as God has committed it to 
the infallible magisterium of His 
Church and of the successor of 
Peter, the first Servus servorum 
Dei. 

The awareness that the Lord is 
with Us, and is supporting the 
daily interests of Our pastoral acti- 
vity with His powerful aid and in- 
spiration gives Us great inner 
peace and a great sense of security. 

Two years ago, Our voice 
trembled with emotion as We first 
announced the Council and since 
then, has stirred up ever greater 
zeal in the way of cooperation and 
interest in the event; as a result, 
the Council is now well on its way 
and moving along at a sure and 
steady pace. It is coming closer and 
closer to satisfying the anxious 
longing in Our heart and the eager 
expectation of the Christian world. 


Pius IX’s prayer to Mary 


Here again—We would like to 
repeat it—Our hope is Mary, and 
Mary invoked under the title of her 
Immaculate Conception. 

O Mary, O Mother, O Queen of 
the Holy Church, how it delights 
Us this evening, here in thy temple, 
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with the whole world listening 
from the most distant points, to re- 
peat the invocation that the Su- 
preme Pontiff Pius IX addressed to 
thee at the end of his talk opening 
the First Vatican Council on the 
evening of December 8, 1869, in 
St. Peter’s. 

The Second Vatican Council is 
not yet officially opened: but the 
preparatory work, which takes in 
the formulation of the great mass 
of material that has been proposed 
for study by the ten Commissions, 
is, as We said, already under way, 
and is truly a beginning of the 
Council. Yesterday we read in the 
Breviary the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: “Ini consilium: coge con- 
cilium.” 14 They are already being 
carried out. 

Oh! How much in keeping with 
this labor that has been placed un- 
der the patronage of Mary Imma- 
culate, and how dear to Us are the 
words of Pius IX, as his sixth suc- 
cessor fervently and humbly echoes 
them now: 

“Ty, mater pulchrae dilectionis, 
- agnitionis et sanctae spei, Ecclesi- 
ae regina et propugnatrix. Tu, Nos, 
consultationes, labores nostros, in 
tuam maternam fidem tutelamque 
recipias: ac Tuis age apud Deum 
precibus, ut in uno semper spiritu 
maneamus et corde.” 

Thou, O Mother of beautiful af- 
fection, of knowledge and of holy 
hope, Queen and defendress of the 
Church, accept Us, Our plans and 
Our labors, into thy motherly care 
and protection and through thy 
prayers to God, beg for Us the 





favor of being ever one in spirit 
and one in heart. 


An invitation 


What precious words these are! 
When the grand old man pro- 
nounced them on the day of the 
Immaculate Conception in 1869 
and used them to open the First 
Vatican Council, he was giving the 
lead to his distant successor: who, 
with the Lord’s blessing takes 
them up and repeats them from 
this moment forward and invites 
all the sons of the Catholic Church 
to make them echo in praise and 
in supplication for the new Coun- 
cil. Above all, do not forget what 
you are supposed to ask of the 
Lord through the merits and in- 
tercession of Mary Immaculate: 
motherly protection for the Pope 
himself and for his plans and la- 
bors in the Council and for the 
Council; and the most precious 
grace of unity in spirit and in 
heart for all those who are called 
upon to share in his cares and 
undertakings so that -they may 
truly be anima una et cor unum. 

With the pleasant thoughts and 
feelings brought to all of us by 
this gathering of good sons, as we 
all are, around our dear Mother 
on her feast day, let us dispose 
ourselves now in devout recollec- 
tion to receive the Blessing of Jesus 
in the Eucharist; and may you 
have a pledge and a prolongation 
of it in Our Apostolic Blessing, 
which We pour forth with all Our 
heart upon all of you, upon your 


“Take counsel, gather a council. (Isa. 16, 3) 


% One in heart and one in spirit. 
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dear ones who are waiting for 
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people, upon your young ones, and. may shine on all of them. Amen. 





Christian Peace 


. . . It is no mistake to consider peace, which includes tranquillity and 
order, as the greatest source of happiness for civil society; everyone must 
bend his very best efforts to achieving it; and religion itself reaps rich bene- 
fits when it fosters and promotes it. Was it not peace that echoed from the 
strains of the angels’ chorus over the cave in Bethlehem when the divine 
Redeemer was born? Was not peace the very banner of the Gospel that 
Christ left to His disciples as He was about to depart from the earth? How 
wonderful, how desirable, how blessed is Christian peace! 


But the Sacred Scriptures tell us that the peace that really deserves the 
homage and respect of Christian men is inseparably bound up with truth, 
justice, charity: and it cannot stand firm and grow and flourish without a 
childlike devotion toward God, an anxious concern for the divine will, the 
carrying out of Christian law, healthy moral standards, growth in charitable 
activities, social justice, sound laws, fair dealings between employers and 
employees, progress in all the arts and sciences. And the children of the 
Church are under obligation to exert their every effort toward protecting 
and fostering it, for they are the salt of the earth (Matt. 5, 13). 


In this regard and aside from other matters, special attention must be paid 
to developing a solution for the social question (which is, with good reason, 
a major concern of those interested in public affairs in South America) 
according to the principles of Christian social doctrine—principles which, 
We maintain, make just and equitable provision for earthly goods and at 
the same time do not neglect goods of a higher nature that have to do with 
souls, with virtues, and with eternal life, but rather push them to the fore 
and extol them... . 


—John XXIll. From a letter appointing Cardinal 
Mimmi the Papal Legate to the Inter-American 
Marian Congress at Buenos Aires. October 21, 1960. 


upon those who are suffering, so 
you, and especially upon the old that the smile of Christian joy 

















Hopes and Fears 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the College of Cardinals 
at a Consistory for the Naming of New Cardinals 


Qui e consessu 


ENERABLE brethren! It al- 
ways brings Us much joy to 
see you gathered together in 

large numbers and it makes Us all 
the happier today since a new year 
is just beginning. This affords Us 
a fine opportunity for letting you 
know of the hopes and fears that 
We feel most deeply as the new 
year dawns—you in particular, be- 
cause you offer Us so much won- 
derful help in the work of govern- 
ing holy Church. 


Father and Shepherd 


Because of Our role as Father 
and Shepherd, We cannot help feel- 
ing hopeful at times and fearful at 
others ; all the experiences and feel- 
ings that affect any of Our chil- 
dren are bound to be re-echoed and 
redoubled within Our breast—all 
the feelings that result from the 
conditions and circumstances in 
which they live, or from their var- 
ious mental outlooks; and so the 
Apostle Paul’s words apply very 
well to Us: gaudere cum gauden- 
tibus, flere cum flentibus. 
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To some extent, men have always 
found joys and sorrows, trust and 
fear taking turns in their souls, 
but never as much as in our age 
where you can find evidence of it 
among every people and in every 
human community on any level, 
as well as in single families and 
individual human beings. 


The oppressed 


Our mind and Our heart go out 
especially to Our own children, who 
are to be found among every peo- 
ple, and it will not surprise any- 
one that We feel a special fatherly 
love for those who are under at- 
tack because of their determina- 
tion to stand firm in their loyalty 
to Christ and His Church. 

You know very well that there 
are vast areas and whole nations 
where this kind of harassment and 
attack is going on: all real liberty 
is taken away and many of Our 
children have to face serious prob- 
lems and bitter afflictions. You can 
picture in your own minds better 
than We could ever put in words 
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just how much sorrow this causes 
Us. 

From other nations, We con- 
stantly hear the cries and com- 
plaints of bishops denouncing the 
obstacles that are being put in the 
way of any effective work on the 
part of the Church; this is par- 
ticularly true of the work that was 
being carried on by well-equipped 
schools that have now been weak- 
ened or subjected to pressures or 
practically suppressed by law; 
schools that stand as a tribute to 
the long labors and the sweat and 
the sacrifices of every kind lavish- 
ed on them by heralds of the Chris- 
tian faith, and whose only purpose 
has always been to train young 
people in the arts and sciences and, 
even more, in how to lead upright 
lives. 


The free 


And We have good reason to be 
concerned even about the nations 
where there is no interference with 
the proper liberty of the Church; 
for there, to cite some examples, 
you find the influence of materialis- 
tic slogans and principles growing 
steadily, or more people devoting 
themselves to the pursuit of pleas- 
ure, or increasingly subtle attacks 
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being made on the integrity of 
family-life and the moral stand- 
ards of the public and especially 
of young people. 


Reasons for hope 


And yet, even though each day 
brings Us new cares of a serious 
nature, We can still feel Christ’s 
strength sustaining Us and so We 
move ahead and turn Our thoughts 
to better things. For how can We 
help being lifted up with hope, 
when We put Our trust in the al- 
mighty God who rules over the 
souls of all men, without interfer- 
ing with the liberty of any one of 
them? How can We help putting 
Our confidence in the power and 
effectiveness of the work of the up- 
right men who are battling for jus- 
tice and truth all over the world? 

Our own experience has made Us 
well-acquainted with the zeal and 
devotion of the bishops; the hard 
work of priests; the constant ef- 
forts of men and women who are 
consecrated to God; and finally all 
the things that laymen are doing 
and planning with a great spirit 
of generosity and courage in the 
many fields where their labors are 
all-important. We know all of 
these things; and they bring Our 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 16-17, 1961. Latin text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was delivered at a Secret Consistory held for the purpose of creating 
four new cardinals. At the end of the address Pope John named the four new cardi- 
nals and the thirty cardinals present voted their assent. Then the official notices of 
nomination were carried by Vatican officials to the new cardinals waiting at their 
places of residence. 
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soul the same wonderful delight 
as does the pleasant sight of 
springtime. The example of loyal- 
ty to their religion, of peace and 
harmony with each other, of re- 
spectful submission to the pastors 
of the Church and of unshakeable 
loyalty to the Apostolic See that 
Our children have shown all give 
Us good reason to hope that the 
patient way in which the great 
multitude of Our wonderful chil- 
dren bear up under the attacks and 
afflictions to which they are sub- 
jected may eventually point the 
way to peace and tranquillity for 
all peoples. 


The desire for peace 


We began to speak of peace; and 
peace is the one word that sums 
up all of Our hopes and wishes for 
the whole human race here at the 
beginning of the year. 

And yet it is a sad truth that as 
ardent as the desire for peace 
might be in the hearts of all peo- 
ples, it cannot completely dispel the 
fear and anxiety that some dispute 


* between peoples might erupt into 


the most frightful consequences; 
and that the bright patches of sky 
that appear here and there for a 
short time might thus do nothing 
more than make the disappoint- 
ment that would result for every- 
one all the harder to bear. As a 
matter of fact, it has reached the 
point where this gentle word 
“peace” is now twisted and used 
not so much to promote harmony 
between people as to foster mutual 
hatred. 


Universal brotherhood 


But We still hope—and We beg 
God for this every day in Our pray- 
ers—that after the efforts of a 
number of peoples to achieve lib- 
erty and self-government have suc- 
ceeded, the richer peoples will help 
those who are suffering from need, 
the stronger ones will protect the 
weak, those who enjoy more in the 
way of comforts of civilization will 
help the nations that have not yet 
reached a proper level of pros- 
perity ; and last of all that all men 
will be convinced that they are 
bound to each other as brothers, 
since they are all children of one 
and the same Father in heaven, 
who loves them very much. 


The Church and the Council 


This magnificent assembly of 
yours automatically turns Our 
minds to the pleasant thought of 
holy Church, the sweet and gentle 
mother of all Catholics, to whom 
all peoples should come for enlight- 
enment and encouragement and 
help, if they really want to enjoy 
a more peaceful age. 

The Church’s main aim, from 
the very nature of her work, is 
nothing more nor less than to bring 
true benefits to her children, and 
she wants ail men and all peoples 
to share in them. And first place 
among the works devoted to 
achieving this purpose must be 
given to the Ecumenical Council: 
with God’s help and grace, great 
work is being done in preparation 
for it by highly qualified men from 


1 Rejoice with them that rejoice; weep with them that weep. (Rom. 12, 15) 
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right here in the City, the center 
of Catholicism, and from practi- 
cally every corner of the world; 
and they are moving ahead with 
the kind of unity of minds and 
hearts and wills that seems to 
offer well-grounded hopes that this 
very important undertaking will be 
a success from every point of view. 

There is good reason for the 
Church of Christ to expect great 
things of this event: that it will 
serve the cause of truth and pro- 
vide a living example of Christian 
charity and of the fraternal peace 
that is solemnly proclaimed to all 
peoples at all times from this 
stronghold of catholic unity, which 
has been made sacred by the mem- 
ory of the Prince of the Apostles, 
and which serves as a lofty pulpit. 

This event is so important that 
We have to pay special attention 
to the voices reaching Us from dif- 
ferent parts of the world—and up 
to now very few have been in dis- 
agreement. All of them, each in its 
own way, have been expressing 
their eagerness for the event in 
tones filled with devotion. And so 
We have good reason to join the 
author of the psalms in singing: 
“Auditui meo dabis gaudium et 
laetitiam.” 2 


The Roman Curia 


And since We are touching on 
causes of joy, We do not want to 
forget to mention the delight We 
experienced these last few days 
when, as you know, We visited the 
various offices of the Roman Curia. 
It gave Us great pleasure to see 





? To my hearing thou shalt give joy and gladness. 
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with Our own eyes all the work 
being done for Us in carrying on 
the business of the Church by a 
wonderful group of clerics and lay 
helpers. And so We felt it only 
right and proper to reward their 
devoted, loyal, and prudent service, 
with which We are well-acquainted 
from long experience, with this 
special sign of Our affection and 
esteem. 


Deceased cardinals 


Now to turn to your sacred Col- 
lege, We think that the first thing 
We should do is to recall those ven- 
erable men of your rank whose 
lives ended in the year just 
past: Peter Fumasoni-Biondi, John 
Francis O’Hara, Joseph Fietta, and 
Joseph Wendel, for We have lost 
the benefit of their virtue and pru- 
dence and feel the loss most keenly. 
While We recall them with sadness, 
We have full confidence that God 
has already rewarded their piety 
and devotion with eternal happi- 
ness. 


The new cardinals 


And finally, We come to the main 
reason for calling you into sacred 
Consistory today: that We might 
use Our authority to designate cer- 
tain outstanding men to join you in 
your important work and share in 
your dignity ; for it is wise to make 
full use of the combined advice and 
coordinated efforts of a good num- 
ber of people in carrying on the 
most important business of the 
Church. 


(Ps. 50, 10) 
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In naming new cardinals, Our 
aim has been to properly reward 
outstanding prelates for their ef- 
fective and devoted work either in 
the Roman Curia or in ruling the 
dioceses that have been entrusted 
to them; and again to have your 
Sacred College present, as far as 
possible, a kind of living picture of 
the Church, which belongs to all 
peoples and shows the same love 
and devotion to all of them. That 
is why We have chosen them from 
every part of the world; and on 
this occasion, it gives Us special 
pleasure to offer a visible testimony 
of Our good will and interest to- 
ward Venezuela by raising one of 





as 
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its sacred Pastors to this honor for 
the first time. Undoubtedly the 
honor conferred on him will re- 
dound to the greater glory and 
growth of the Catholic religion in 
that area. 

And so those whom We have de- 
cided to choose for your far-reach- 
ing College today are: 

Joseph Elmer Ritter, Archbishop 
of St. Louis. 

José Umberto Quintero, Arch- 
bishop of Caracas. 

Luis Concha Cordoba, Arch- 
bishop of Bogota. 

Giuseppe Ferretto, Titular Arch- 
bishop of Serdica, Assessor of the 
Sacred Consistorial Congregation.* 


* At this point, Pope John began the ceremony of formally creating the new car- 


dinals.—Ed 
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The Art of Preaching 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the Lenten 
Preachers and Parish Priests of the Diocese of Rome 


L’incontro 


ELOVED sons! This morn- 
ing’s meeting brings back 
the happy and cheering mem- 

ory of our two previous meetings, 
both of which were marked by 
spiritual joy and a_ thoughtful 
seriousness.! 

Today We want to extend espe- 
cially warm greetings to the pas- 
tors, who work hand-in-hand with 
the Bishop of Rome in the pastoral 
guidance of souls and face a hard 
job each and every day as they 
come into direct contact with the 

-constantly changing problems and 
difficulties that always go with an 
apostolate in a great city: and also 
to the Lenten preachers who will, 
in these days of preparation for 
Easter, have an opportunity of ex- 
plaining the truths of the Cate- 
chism in a systematic and persua- 
sive fashion. 

For these reasons, We feel that 
you are very close and dear to Our 
heart, beloved-sons. .The friendly 
informal way in which we get to- 
gether every year at this time ex- 
cuses Us from any introduction, 
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February 138, 1961 


and so We can launch right into 
the heart and core of what We 
want to say to you. And We mean 
these words for everyone here who 
is engaged in the ministry of the 
Word, ministerio verbi instantes 2: 
both Lenten preachers and pastors. 
For, in the case of pastors, the 
whole year has a little of Lent in it. 


Channel of grace 


There can be no doubt that be- 
cause of its deep inner power God’s 
word will touch every human 
being, no matter what his age or 
condition. But still, there does exist 
an art of interesting people and 
winning them over—an art that 
has to adapt itself to the historical 
and cultural requirements of each 
particular period. This means that 
anyone called to its practice ought 
to become a faithful channel of 
grace. 

As a matter of fact, repeating 
the revealed Word and venturing 
to comment on it and to supply doc- 
trinal applications and a correct 
interpretation involves such a seri- 








50 


ous responsibility in conscience 
that it presupposes on the priest’s 
part a preparation that has already 
made him a docile and intelligent 
instrument for the work of carry- 
ing out his lofty task in the name 
of the whole Church, above and be- 
yond the limitations of his own per- 
sonality. Non enim nosmetipsos 
praedicamus—St. Paul warns—sed 
Jesum Christum Dominum nos- 
trum, nos autem servos vestros per 
Jesum.2 What a keen observation 
on the delicate mission of a priest 
the great St. Gregory makes in 
these words, with which we are all 
familiar: Ei ergo... iter faci- 
mus, cum nos ejus gloriam vestris 
mentibus praedicamus, ut eas et 
ipse post veniens per amoris sui 
praesentiam ilustret.* 


Three thoughts 


And so We would like to confide 
to you a few short thoughts that 
will be very useful to Lenten 
preachers, and also to all those— 
pastors and curates—who are en- 
gaged in the day-to-day instruction 
of the Christian people in individ- 
ual parishes. They hinge upon 
three points: the sources of preach- 
ing; the preaching itself; and the 
subject assigned for this year. 


THE POPE SPEAKS 


THE SOURCES OF PREACHING 


In the motu proprio “Rubrica- 
rum instructum” of July 25, 1960, 
dealing with the new Rubrics of 
the Breviary, the clergy were urg- 
ed once again to make a resolution 
to get in the habit of reading the 
Fathers of the Church and to de- 
velop a taste for them. It was a 
suggestion that confirmed and put 
a seal upon all the things We have 
said over and over again on the 
occasion of fatherly talks to 
priests. It makes crystal clear, as 
you can easily see, just how con- 
cerned We are with seeing good, 
hard studies carried on with per- 
severance and a sense of duty; and 
it gives special expression to Our 
desire to see love for the Sacred 
Book and for Tradition become the 
distinctive mark of the preaching 
and even of the ordinary conversa- 
tion of priests. 


The importance of study 


You can find a kind of echo of 
this concern and desire in the can- 
ons of the first Roman Synod, 
which expressly declare: “Suam 
doctrinam sacer orator continuo 
alat et temporibus adaequet assi- 
duo Sacrae Scripturae, Sanctorum 
Patrum theologicorum tractatuum, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 13-14, 1961. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

Each year the Holy Father grants an audience fo the clerics who are to preach 
Lenten sermons in the diocese of Rome and to the parish priests of the diocese. As 
in his earlier talks on these occasions, Pope John gives some advice on the art of 
effective preaching. 
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sacrae Liturgiae, Pontificiorum ac- 
torum studio.” ® 

The study of the Sacred Book 
and of the way the Old and the 
New Testaments blend, along with 
knowledge of the Holy Fathers, of 
the Liturgy, and of the teachings 
of the Popes, is also important for 
all the faithful—who have an ob- 
ligation to learn about the faith. It 
is important for all priests at all 
times: during their youth and mid- 
dle-age, when their words have a 
particularly penetrating force, and 
in the peaceful twilight of their 
lives, when the calm wisdom of 
years makes what they have to say 
decisive for many souls. 


Careful preparation 


But to stick more closely to the 
matter of Lenten preaching, We 
have to say that a good cleric, in 
preparing his material and his ser- 
mons, ought to undergo a serious 
examination of conscience and 
make a particularly profound ap- 
plication to himself of the truths 
that he wants to deal with. The 
‘wonderful opportunity of explain- 
ing the whole range of truths of 
the faith in a systematic manner 
during a period of time that is so 
special and so well suited to this, 
is something that puts each of you 


24 


? Giving (ourselves) continually . .. to the ministry of the word. 


face-to-face with the responsibility 
of carefully organizing his own 
grasp of doctrine and sacred learn- 
ing, and of making it more pro- 
found by studying the subjects that 
have been assigned. This is the 
way to make Lenten preaching 
bear all the rich fruit of spiritual 
renewal that we have a right to ex- 
pect from it. 


THE PREACHING ITSELF 


And now We will speak more di- 
rectly of the preaching itself and 
how it should be developed. 


Reasons for apathy 


In this regard, you find one com- 
plaint being made almost univer- 
sally: people do not come to ser- 
mons and catechetical instructions 
in the numbers that you would like 
to see and in the numbers that they 
should. The fact that there are 
great differences in the working 
hours of various people in big 
cities, the feverish rush of activi- 
ties and of demands that must be 
met to a greater or lesser extent. 
and the pursuit of amusement and 
entertainment that has made its 
way into the very hearts of homes 
and that fills the free time of fami- 
lies with a whole set of easily avail- 
able distractions—all are making 


mn 10, 1959 (TPS v. 5, p. 275 ff.) and February 20, 1960 (TPS v. 6, p. 
4 ff.). 


(Acts 6, 4) 


* For we preach not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves merely as 


your servants in Jesus. (2 Cor. 4, 5) 


“And so... we journey to him when we preach his glory to your minds, so that 


he may come after and enlighten them with the presence of his love. 


Evang.) 


(Hom. 17 in 


5The preacher should increase his fund of knowledge constantly and keep it up 
to date by diligent study of Sacred Scripture, of the theological tracts of the Fathers, 


of the sacred Liturgy and of the “acts” of the popes. 


(Art. 256, para. 1 and 2.) 
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it harder and harder to bring the 
word of the Lord to large num- 
bers of the people and more and 
more difficult to find moments of 
peace and quiet when they can hear 
God’s teaching and benefit from it. 

But We also have to admit that 
sometimes the form the preaching 
takes is not ideally suited to stimu- 
lating and satisfying a thirst for 
eternal truths. 


How to say it 


Everything has its own impor- 
tance: the words used, the way of 
expressing things, the reserved 
and humble demeanor of the speak- 
er. The flashy ornamentation of 
a “vague erudition” quae ad rem 
non pertinet,® has lost the power of 
attraction it once enjoyed. And so 
everything has to be said clearly, 
calmly, and respectfully — never 
with the sharp and bitter tones of 
fruitless polemic. 

This is exactly what our Roman 
Synod meant to say: “Exquisitiorem 
dicendi rationem et oratoria arti- 
ficia vitans, orator sacer ex per- 
spicuitate et simplicitate, ex evan- 
gelica soliditate et caritate, per- 
suadendi vim quaerat. Attamen, 
propter divini verbi reverentiam et 
audientium observantiam, curet, ut 
non solum res convenienter tractet, 
sed etiam ut accuratam usurpet ra- 
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tionem dicendi, temperatam vocem, 
sobrios ac decoros gestus.” 7 

Prudence and restraint can 
never be recommended highly 
enough. You can say a great deal 
in fifteen or twenty minutes, with- 
out making anyone weary, as long 
as you do not wander. 


An opportunity 


Sometimes it can happen that a 
person finds himself in church by 
accident, or, as often occurs in 
Rome, just to see the works of art. 
It is not wild imagination to think 
that God may have chosen this talk 
or this particular moment to touch 
a heart and convert it. What an 
honor and merit it is for the 
preacher thus to become an instru- 
ment of grace and of salvation! 


Personal holiness 


It goes without saying that this 
ars artium® of conquering souls 
has to draw its strength and vigor 
from prayer and from the holiness 
of the priest’s life, a life of recol- 
lection and of contemplation. Lis- 
ten to the Synod, listen once again. 
What encouragement and spiritual 
nourishment it offers to the pastors 
and Lenten preachers of this Ro- 
man diocese of Ours: “Orator sacer 
studio, et precibus fusis idoneas 
quaerat vias, quae eo adducant, ut 


*That has nothing to do with the matter. 

"The preacher should avoid complicated ways of saying things and oratorical 
artifices, and strive for the persuasive force that comes from clarity and simplicity, 
from the solid content of the Gospels, and from charity. Both the reverence due 
to the divine word and the concern he should have for his listeners should lead him 
to be careful to deal with his subject matter as it should be treated and to use accu- 
rate language, proper restraint in his tone of voice, and sober and dignified ges- 


tures. (Art. 257, para. 1.) 


® Art of arts. 
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a Deo gratiae dona obtineantur, 
quibus homines se ad Christi fidem 
convertant et piam degant viam!” ® 
And again: “Si sanctam et recti ex- 
empli vitam cum solida pietate 
sacer concionator conjunxerit, ip- 
sius verbum audientium animos, 
divina adjuvante gratia, efficacius 
commovebit; atque sese e gloriae, 
plausus, quaestus cupiditate, im- 
munem praestabit.” 1° (Art. 258). 


Meditation on the Gospel 


Let Us meditate on the Gospel, 
beloved sons, in order to prepare 
ourselves more perfectly. In the 
midst of the confusion arising from 
so many human words, the Gospel 
is the only sound that enlightens, 
attracts, comforts, consoles and 
satisfies; and you know from ex- 
perience how much attention the 
people will pay to the priest who 
speaks of the Gospel, explains it, 
and constantly draws inspiration 
from its words and its goodness. 


Solid nourishment 


And so, with regard to the mat- 
“ter to be treated, it is obvious that 
preaching should not be reduced to 
a series of short, fervent speeches, 
nor should it be restricted to moral 
questions or to certain types of 
moral questions. It ought to take 
in everything: faith,.morals, and 
divine worship. It ought to give 





the faithful something solid that 
will leave them with convictions in 
their minds and will induce them 
to go on to live up to them and 
grow fervent in their contact with 
the sacramental life of the Church. 
This was what We had in mind at 
Our first meeting with you, on Feb- 
ruary 10, 1959: “the people need 
the solid nourishment of truth, and 
We should not give them little 
tracts, or more or less edifying 
stories which have no impact on 
people’s minds. Some of the sub- 
jects to be treated are very impor- 
tant and momentous... All of 
these subjects should be handled, 
not with a display of vague eru- 
dition, but with lively and interest- 
ing examples of the practical ap- 
plications of sacred doctrine. The 
ideal thing would be an ability to 
achieve a balanced presentation of 
sacred doctrine, leaving nothing 
out, and using everything to im- 
part a solid intellectual prepara- 
tion.” 1 


THE SUBJECT FOR THIS LENT 


All that We have said up to now 
permits Us to underline the series 
of subjects that you are supposed 
to preach on this year: they are all 
centered around proclaiming the 
truth that salvation is offered to all 
men: which is another way of say- 


® The preacher should study and pour forth his own prayers, in order to find ways 
of obtaining from God the gifts of grace that lead men to turn to the faith of Christ 


and lead a devout life. 


(Art. 256, para. 3.) 


If, in his own case, the preacher has combined solid piety with a holy life that 
gives good example, then with the help of God’s grace, his words will be more effec- 
tive in touching the souls of those who hear him; and he will keep himself clear 


of all desire for glory or applause or financial gain. 


(Art. 258) 


1 Discorsi, Messaggi, Colloqui, I, 140; TPS v. 5, 277. 
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ing the Redemption worked by 
Jesus the Savior at the cost of His 
Most Precious Blood, as applied in 
its fruits by means of the Eucharis- 
tic Sacrifice, and extended to all 
men through the sanctifying and 
missionary activity of the Church. 


The one, great point 


The subject is already familiar 
to those working in Catholic Ac- 
tion, for they heard it stressed in 
their annual campaign; as a re- 
sult, this will offer a fine oppor- 
tunity for a careful reconsidera- 
tion of these points by those of the 
Catholic laity on different levels 
who are most deeply involved in 
sharing in the apostolate of the 
hierarchy. But the themes should 
also reach beyond these groups to 
touch the vaster horizons of the 
public and recall people to renewed 
considerations and resolutions on 
one of the most important points of 
Catholic doctrine, the very essence 
of Christianity. Salvation is work- 
ed in Christ Jesus for all men who 
have been wounded by sin. This 
is one great, firm point of refer- 
ence in the midst of the darkness 
of doctrinal errors and moral aber- 
rations: man inserted into the very 
life of the Blessed Trinity and 


” Your life is hid with Christ in God. 
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made heir of Heaven through 
the Word of God who became flesh ; 
serenity and peace spreading over 
human life to temper its hardships 
and trials. Vita vestra abscondita 
est cum Christo in Deo." 


Faithful messengers 


These are the words of peace 
that suffering and oppressed peo- 
ple are waiting for. The blessed 
Jesus has called us to be his her- 
alds, his evangelists, the ones whom 
the Christian people will bless and 
thank: quam speciosi pedes evan- 
gelizantium pacem, evangelizantium 
bona! Let us try our best to be 
faithful messengers of the Divine 
Savior, His very voice, so that the 
grace of Redemption may continue 
to work in the world in all its full- 
ness and abundance. 

Our lively encouragement will be 
with you in the sacred task that you 
are about to begin; and We pray 
that the Lord will strengthen you 
with His light and His grace so 
that you may sow on good ground 
and reap a most joyful harvest 
aliud centesimum et aliud sexa- 
gesium.'4 

May the God of peace be with 
all of you. Amen. 


(Col. 3, 3) 


*® How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace; of those 


who bring glad tidings of good things! 


* One a hundred fold, another sixty fold. 
* Cf. Rom. 15, 38. 


(Rom. 10, 15) 


(Ant. for Sext on Sexagesima Sunday) 

















Bethlehem and World Peace 


Two Addresses of Pope John XXIII to the Vatican Diplomatic Corps 


Nous voici réunis 


Midnight 
Mass 


Here we are to- 
gether once again 
for the joyous cele- 
bration of the feast of Christmas, 
gentlemen. And what is the mys- 
tery of Christmas, but the Blessed 
Virgin with her divine son: Flos 
de radice ejus?: It is the Son of 
God Himself who comes in the full- 
ness of time to dwell among men. 
Verbum caro factum est et habita- 
vit in nobis.2. Yes, truly, God has 
become man and has come into our 
midst! 


An amazing contrast 


After all these years, it still 
moves Us to recall a passage touch- 
ing on the mystery of Christmas 
that We read as a young priest.® 
The author, a great English spirit- 
ual writer of the last century, por- 
trays the scene at the “Midnight- 
cave,” and stresses the amazing 
contrast between the Majesty of 
God and the humility of His entry 
into this world, between His 
power in heaven and His helpless- 
ness on earth. The “Desired of the 
Nations” finds only a poor stable to 
shelter Him, for men have com- 
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L’ agréable rencontre 


pletely failed to see the divinity 
that lay hidden behind a mysteri- 
ous reserve: “They looked every- 
where rather than turn toward the 
cave of Bethlehem!” 4 


All nations at the crib 


But tonight, thank God, you 
might say that all nations are at 
the foot of the crib, gathered to- 
gether by the gentle goodness of 
this indescribable mystery. The 
divine Infant is looking at all of 
them with eyes full of kindness and 
goodness, and not just by means 
of His divine omniscience as He 
did then, but rather He sees them 
visibly present from the East to 
the West, from Rome to Egypt, not 
to mention Greece. All of the cen- 
turies are there: the past and the 
future, which unfold their pages 
before the eyes of the new-born 
Child. 

The Bishop of Rome, who has 
celebrated the holy mysteries on 
this wonderful night, feels his 
heart throbbing with the gift of 
faith that enkindles hope and 
charity there as well. He shares 
this precious gift with the whole 








flock —lambs and sheep — whose 
shepherd he is. And on this night 
he mystically accompanies all of 
them in adoring the mystery of 
the Nativity. 

Two thousand years ago, the 
heavenly spirits and the forces of 
nature, the shepherds and the 
magi, all gathered together in a 
single profession of humility and 
gave the world a foretaste of what 
God was doing for the benefit of 
men and in the hearts of men. 

Today, this Mass that has 
brought us together has truly 
gathered the whole world around 
the divine Child of Bethlehem, 
around Mary, the Virgin most pure, 
around Joseph, whom we might call 
“the most hidden of all the saints 
of God.” 5 


A prayer to Jesus 


Gentlemen, you represent many, 
many nations before the lowly suc- 
cessor of Peter; We feel We can 
see the feelings and desires of all 
peoples, all their sufferings and 
their hopes joined together in you 
and We want to lay them before 
Jesus, the Son of God and son of 
Mary. It is to Him that We are 
lifting up Our humble prayer, 
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which is that of all men, begging 
Heaven to grant what earth can- 
not give: brotherhood, love, and 
peace. 

O sweet and gentle Infant of 
Bethlehem, grant Us the gift of 
sharing with Our whole soul in 
this profound mystery of Christ- 
mas. Put into the hearts of men 
the peace that at times they seek 
so openly and that Thou alone can 
give them. Help them to know 
themselves better, and to live like 
brothers as the sons of one single 
Father. Reveal to them, too, Thy 
beauty, Thy holiness and Thy pur- 
ity. Awaken in their hearts love 
and gratitude for Thy infinite good- 
ness. Unite them all in Thy char- 
ity. And give them Thy heavenly 
peace. Amen. 

—John XXIII. To the diplomatic corps 
and their families, after Midnight 


Mass in the Vatican. 
December 25, 1960. 


New Gentlemen! This 
Year’s pleasant meeting to- 
Greetings day reawakens in 


Our heart all the 
warm and kindly feelings that We 
experienced on the holy night of 
Christmas. 





Both messages were reported in Osservatore Romano, the first on December 27-28, 
1960, and the second on December 30, 1960. French texts. Translations prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The first address was delivered to diplomats accredited to the Holy See and their 
families, immediately after Pope John had celebrated Midnight Mass. 

The second address was also delivered to the diplomats, and of special interest 
is the Holy Father's announcement of his intention to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of Pope Leo Xill’s encyclical “Rerum novarum” by issuing o document on the social 


order in today’s world. 














BETHLEHEM AND WORLD PEACE 57 


At that time, you were gathered 
together around the altar in the 
silence and the recollection that 
mark those hours of liturgical com- 
memoration of the great Christian 
mystery. 

Today your presence here has 
another meaning that We would 
like to underline: most of all, it is 
a way of showing clearly, here in 
the presence of the Pope, what cor- 
dial mutual understanding exists 
among the diplomats accredited to 
the Holy See. 

We would like to add to Our 
greetings a solemn declaration of 
Our respect and love for each of 
the nations that you represent, for 
all those that border on their fron- 
tiers, for all the peoples of the 
earth, whatever the importance of 
their population. 


A note of anxiety 


As We see you all gathered to- 
gether here, what memories rise 
up, what visions appear before Our 
mind’s eye! But along with them, 
there is, as your distinguished 
spokesman has well pointed out, a 
note of anxiety in Our heart, at the 
thought of the problems concern- 


ing peace and harmony that are 


constantly stirring within each 
country and between peoples. What 
a long road still remains to be 
travelled in order to put true 
progress at the service of man 
everywhere —of man considered 





1 Flower from this root. 


from the point of view of his spir- 
itual as well as his material needs, 
taken as an individual, and not just 
as a member of the group! 


Anniversary of Rerum novarum 


The Church ardently longs for 
the priceless blessing of social and 
international peace: she is work- 
ing with all her might in her teach- 
ing, her exhortations, her activi- 
ties, as you yourselves can testify. 
In this regard, We want to take 
advantage of the opportunity of- 
fered by your presence here before 
Us and give you some advance in- 
formation on one point in Our pro- 
gram for the year that is about to 
begin. We plan to celebrate the 
seventieth anniversary of an event 
that had great historical impor- 
tance: the publication in 1891 of 
Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical “Rerum 
novarum” on the conditions of 
working-men. This document was 
considered so important by Our 
immediate predecessors, Pius XI 
and Pius XII, that they decided to 
celebrate its fortieth and fiftieth 
anniversaries respectively, the for- 
mer in 1931 with the Encyclical 
“Quadragesimo Anno,” the latter 
with a radio message to the whole 
world on the feast of Pentecost in 
the year 1941. 


Plans for a new document 


We are happy to have the very 
distinguished representatives of so 


*The Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us. 
*Fr. Faber, Bethléem ou le mystére de la sainte enfance (5th ed., Paris: Retaud- 


Bray, 1885), ch. III, pp. 151-229. 
* Ibid., p. 165. 
5 [bid., p. 202. 
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many nations be the first to know 
of Our plans in this regard. We 
will celebrate the great encyclical 
of Pope Leo XIII in proper fashion 
by issuing a document that will 
add Our voice to those of Our great 
predecessors and will re-assert the 
Church’s lasting concern with these 
matters—a concern that is now 
pointed not toward any particular 
aspect of the social order that is to 
be established, but toward its 
whole makeup, as the times in 
which we live seem to demand. 


Reasons for hope 


These times—We mentioned this 
just before—are not without their 
own uncertainties and causes for 
anxiety. And yet, here at the dawn 
of a new year, We would rather 
give Our attention to the things 
that encourage confidence and 
hope. And We will tell you here in 
the friendly atmosphere of this 
heart-to-heart talk that this is an 
old habit of Ours. When We were 
serving as Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps at Paris, We used to draw 
up an account of the year just past 
on the first of January in the name 
of the diplomats of the seventy 
countries represented in the cap- 
ital, and We always tried to find 
some glimmers of light that offered 
the hope of peace amid the rest- 
lessness of a disturbed world. You 
will, We are sure, permit your old 
colleague to go back over the last 
of these talks in particular, for 
some of its passages still seem 
quite up-to-date to Us today. 

“As sentinels and devoted serv- 
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ants of peace in the world,’ We 
said on January 1, 1953, “we fol- 
low the daily political events in 
every country of the universe: 
some of them opening the way to 
a feeling of confidence in our 
hearts, others provoking fear. 
They invite us to reflect on them 
and find there a teaching that will 
free our spirits from anguish and 
help them to pave the way for bet- 
ter days.” We went on to cite the 
thought-provoking motto of the 
city of Paris, fluctuat nec mergi- 
tur,> and We invited those who 
were listening to join Us in lifting 
up their eyes “toward the star that 
shines over the tossing waves.” 
And We finished up on a note of 
hope with these words: 

“Every nation has its own des- 
tiny in the hidden plans of Provi- 
dence and each helps the others to 
realize it. As we preserve a firm 
faith, an unconquerable optimism, 
and a heart open to sincere ex- 
pressions of human and Christian 
brotherhood, we all have a right 
not to be afraid of anything, and 
to have confidence in God’s help.” 


The new year 


These words expressed feelings 
that have only grown stronger in 
Us up to this day: We would like 
to offer them to you in closing, as 
an expression of the joyous ex- 
pectation and the firm hope that 
well up in all souls of good will on 
the threshold of a new year. 

We add with all Our heart, in 
answer to the wishes so kindly pre- 
sented in your name by your 


*It is tossed upon the waves but never sinks, 
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worthy spokesman, the Ambassa- 
dor of Austria, Dean of the Diplo- 
matic Corps, all the wishes that 
We in Our turn form at this mo- 
ment for yourselves, gentlemen, 
for your families, and for each and 
every one of the noble nations that 


you represent so worthily here be- 
fore Us. May God grant that the 
year about to begin will be for you 
and for your countries, a year of 
peace, of grace and of blessing. 
—John XXIII. Reply to New Year’s 


greetings of the diplomatic corps. 
December 29, 1960. 


The Church and Material Welfare 


. . » Oh, how far from the truth people are when they let themselves be 
turned around by ruinous doctrines and think that just because the Church 
attaches greater importance to spiritual concerns it has forgotten about the 
other trials that men are facing! No: she is a mother who understands her 
children and helps them, and adds her weight to every effort aimed at 
improving the conditions of their life, including the material conditions. 
She takes to heart the worries of laboring-men and makes her very own the 
concern felt by families when men are forced to stop working and the source 
of income begins to fail. She never stops urging the authorities, employers, 


and all those who can offer advice or exert influence to see to it that everyone 


is assured of a steady job, for this is the source of well-being for families 
and the source of good order in human society. 


The Church takes the keenest interest in every undertaking that is aimed 
at reaching true and lasting social justice, and by reminding men that they 
have been redeemed by Christ and are all sons of the one same Father, she 
lays the unshakeable foundations for that justice. She defends the dignity 
of manual labor and calls upon it to play a noble role in collaborating with 
the mind that is directing the enterprise. In this way, the Church is working 
tirelessly to restore to human relations a firmly-grounded harmony that will 
be a reflection of the peace of heaven... . 


—John XXIll. From a letter of 


condolence to the victims of a flood in 


the Polesine. November 21, 1960. 





The Little Singers 
and the Liturgy 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to the “Pueri Cantores” 


Soyez les bienvenus 


EAR CHILDREN! Welcome 
today to the Vatican Basilica! 
See how your lively, cheer- 
ful presence today has transformed 
and brought to life these vast pre- 
cincts, which were made primarily 
to gather together crowds and to 
allow united prayer and acclaim of 
the glory of God to spring from 
the hearts of a whole people. Four 
thousand children from many dif- 
ferent countries! An incomparable 
sight! It stirs Us to the very bot- 
tom of Our heart and We are sure 
that the priests and the faithful 
around you share Our feelings. 


Joy and the liturgy 


The first thing that We experi- 
ence at the sight of you is the pur- 
est spiritual joy. This joy has its 
source in the Holy Liturgy that is 
unfolding before the eyes of every- 
one here and that goes deep into 
the innermost fibers of the being 
of each of us, the priest who is its 
minister and the believers who 
share in it. 


January 1, 1961 


Official prayer of the Church 


Your wonderful role as “little 
singers” gives you a very close con- 
nection with the splendors of this 
liturgy, dear children. And so you 
ought to be even more familiar 
with it than other Christians. It is 
first of all, as you know, a prayer: 
the official prayer of the Church, 
the liturgy. As soon as you men- 
tion prayer, you are talking about 
communication with God, homage 
paid to His infinite majesty, the 
trust of a child who runs to his 
Father in Heaven to praise Him, 
to beg His pardon, to bless Him, 
to thank Him, to plead for what he 
needs. There are different levels 
and degrees in this elevation of the 
soul. The soul starts out by an- 
swering an inner urge inviting it 
to pray; then, little by little, it goes 
deeper and deeper into the mysteri- 
ous and sacred meaning that un- 
derlies our obligation to offer up 
prayer in all its forms, from in- 
dividual and private prayer on up 
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to public, collective prayer and its 
supreme expression : the holy Mass. 


Participation in the liturgy 


Dear children, you have the great 
joy of assisting at holy Mass very 
often and of adding to its external 
beauty by your singing, so please 
allow Us to tell you that this par- 
ticipation of the Christian people 
in the most solemn act of the whole 
liturgy is one of Our constant pre- 
occupations. It is true that private 
devotions deserve respect and have 
their value; but nothing should 
hold a higher place in the esteem 
of a Christian than the holy sacri- 
fice of the Mass. 

How We would like to see priests 
and the faithful always be careful 
about preparing for this divine 
action and carrying it out perfect- 
ly! An altar with nothing missing, 
where everything is just as it 
should be; servers who are well- 
trained, devout and attentive; a 
few words from the priest that are 
short but to the point, well-adapted 
to the audience, listened to with 
the attention and respect that the 
Word of God deserves; active par- 
ticipation, through dialogue and 


chant, yet with that discretion, 


which leaves room for personal, 
silent prayer; finally and above all, 
holy communion, as frequently as 
possible, to make participation in 
the sacrifice really complete. 


These are the things that bring 
the soul its truest and purest joy 
during its stay here on earth. And 
the foundation on which the dig- 
nity of a Christian rests, the point 
from which his activity radiates 
out upon his brothers is divine 
worship, with its most sublime ex- 
pression in turn being the holy 
Mass. 


Hope for the new year 


Well, dear children, there you 
have the main thing that We want- 
ed to say to you, to you and to all 
those who have come with you this 
morning to assist at the Pope’s 
Mass. 

But your presence here today, on 
January ist, stirs up still another 
feeling in Our soul: one of hope, 
of a well-founded hope. 

Of course, it is true that the year 
that is beginning is the civil year, 
not the liturgical one. But it is a 
day that strikes a Christian note 
as well: it brings us all together 
around the crib of the Divine In- 
fant who has just been born. Be- 
neath His gaze, we exchange wishes 
and look forward to all the good 
that the year just opening may 
contain: fresh beginnings always 
fill the heart with hope. 


A joyous dawn 


And you too—you are a begin- 
ning, you are a dawn that prom- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, January 2-3, 1961. French text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father delivered this address at the New Year's Mass in the Vatican 
Basilica, which was attended by 4,000 choir boys from all over the world. In it he 
stresses the importance of participation in the Mass. 








ises life. Those pure and innocent 
eyes that are turned toward the 
altar bear in them the reflection of 
God’s plan for each of you: you 
are the future heads of families, 
some of you the future priests of 
the Lord, all of you future wit- 
nesses to Jesus in the world of to- 
morrow, the guardians and defend- 
ers of our great and unique treas- 
ure, the Faith! The heart of your 
Father is deeply touched at this 
thought and We would like to 
sweep all of you up in Our arms 
and offer you to the Lord. Truly 
a moving and encouraging sight is 
the one that you offer Us this morn- 
ing: the joyous dawn of genera- 
tions to come, a harbinger of life 
and consolation for Holy Church! 


The courage to be holy 


Finally, as a pledge of this great 
hope that you represent, as the 
fruit and the spiritual culmination 
of this meeting with the Vicar of 
Jesus Christ, permit Us to offer 
you this resolution: to dare all 
and to do all for God and for the 
Church. Really, what can you 
possibly have to fear if faith is 
inspiring you and hope dwells in 
your souls? So here on the occa- 
sion of this very solemn meeting, 
have the courage to promise always 
to grow in virtue and in grace. 
Promise it with all the enthusiasm 
of your youth, following in the 
footsteps of the children of the 
Hebrews — Pueri Hebraeorum — 
who acclaimed Jesus with their 
hosannas on the day He entered 
Jerusalem. He will hear your 
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child’s voices and will bless the 
generous resolutions you have 
made in the presence of His Vicar. 


Strength from the altar 


And the place to find the 
strength to live up to your resolu- 
tion will always be the holy altar, 
where the “memorial of His pas- 
sion” unfolds, for the greater good 
of our souls: memoriale passionis 
ejus; mens impletur gratia et 
futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur,! 
as the Church reminds us and as 
you yourselves sang so well just a 
while ago. With a gift like this, 
what more could we ask of the Lord 
Jesus? The Pueri Cantores of to- 
day stand close to Him in His Euch- 
arist and they will, on the morrow 
and for all their lives, know how to 
uncover the secret of making di- 
vine joy sing in their souls, of keep- 
ing alive there a source of holy joy 
and a spiritual vigor that will never 
flag. 


A blessing and a prayer 


Dear children and young people 
here in St. Peter’s today! God bless 
you. And may your lives always 
reflect what is expressed so elo- 
quently in the innocence of your 
eyes, the sweetness of your voice, 
the dignity of your posture and de- 
portment! 

Lord Jesus, who became a child 
for love of us and whom we con- 
template these days in the cave of 
Bethlehem! Permit Us to place all 
these children, the jewels of our 
Christian families who have come 
here from all over the world, close 


+ Memorial of his passion; the mind is filled with grace and a pledge of future glory 
is given to us. 
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to you and alongside of Mary, your 
Mother and ours, alongside of 
Joseph, the “just man,” and of the 
good and simple shepherds. We of- 
fer you their melodious song, their 
pure hearts, their warm and stir- 
ring resolution to do honor to Holy 
Church and to the wonderful tra- 
ditions of the peoples whom they 
represent here. Bless them, Lord, 
as We Ourself bless them in your 
name. Go with them along the 
road so filled with promise that is 
opening before them. May they 
carry joy and beauty everywhere. 
May they follow your example and 
grow in age and grace and wisdom 
before God and men! 

(At this point, the Holy Father 
repeated the previous two para- 
graphs in an exact Italian transla- 


tion, and then resumed the talk in 
French.) 


Sad news 


We have to end by letting you 
share in some sad news that has 
just come and that has caused Us 
deep pain: the sudden death of 
Cardinal Joseph Wendel, Arch- 
bishop of Munich, which occurred 
last night just after he had presided 
over a ceremony marking the close 
of the year in his cathedral. 

We can recall the wonderful con- 
tribution that the Little Singers 
made to the success of the great In- 
ternational Congress at Munich 
this past Summer. And that is why 
We invite you to raise one last 
hymn to God as a tribute and a 
prayer for the repose of the soul of 
this great servant of the Church. 


: L 








One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 


An Address of Pope John XXIll after a Mass 
in the Byzantine-Slav Rite at St. Peter’s 


La bellezza 


ENERABLE brethren, be- 

loved sons! The beauty and 

harmony of the Byzantine-Slav 
Rite that has just been celebrated, 
so touching in its appeal to the sa- 
lient points of revealed doctrine 
and of religious devotion, would be 
enough to excuse Us from giving 
the usual homily ; but Our heart in- 
sists on pouring forth an expres- 
sion of the fatherly pleasure and 
satisfaction We feel, in repayment 
both for the reflections of heavenly 
visions that have made such a deep 
impression on Our soul and for the 
excitement stirred up in all of us 
by this peaceful, fraternal gather- 
ing of representatives of all the 
rites of the Catholic Church around 
the Bishop of Rome. 


Memories 


The lowly successor of Peter who 
is speaking to you followed the var- 
ious parts of the liturgical celebra- 
tion and took part in it with his 
whole being: mind, heart, eyes, 
words. From the depths of dis- 
tant memories—you can just imag- 
ine it—the resounding tone of the 
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November 13, 1960 


prayers and the swinging, smoking 
censers brought back to him the 
faces of the dear people of Bul- 
garia, of Constantinople, and of 
Greece. He spent his first years 
as a bishop in their midst and what 
a pleasure and a joy it was for him 
to link the slow, melodious, and 
penetrating prayer of the Géspodi 
pomilui! with the Kyrie eleison. 
We find it hard to describe to you 
the tender feelings that always 
seize Us when Our mind’s eye goes 
back nostalgically to days and peo- 
ples and places that are far away 
but dear to Us and blessed. 

Brevis sermo,? then. Just a few 
words, venerable brethren, for We 
will save until tomorrow the longer 
and fuller expression of Our 
thoughts, Our aims, and Our 
hopes.® 


Beginning of the Council 


Today’s ceremony marks the be- 
ginning of the more solid and sub- 
stantial preparatory phase of the 
Second Ecumenical Council of the 
Vatican. It was only natural for it 
to take its beginning from the altar 
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of the Lord and from the appeals 
raised up by Christian piety and 
devotion, for they will guarantee a 
proper spirit and eventual success 
to the great undertaking to which 
We have in a sense vowed Our- 
self. 

Beloved sons! What difference 
does it make whether or not We see 
it unfold and reach a conclusion 
with Our own eyes? Our soul is 
trusting and serene, and is fully 
satisfied with having replied to this 
happy inspiration simply and di- 
rectly and with keeping Ourself 
ready to do all and dare all to make 
it a success. 


An expression of universality 


On another occasion earlier this 
year, the Eastern liturgies in all 
their richness and beauty and col- 
orful splendor were called upon to 
open a sacred and solemn public 
display of prayer and study under 
the arches of the Vatican basilica. 
The various ceremonies that take 
place here acquire new dignity and 
a crown of exultation and glory 
from the presence of representa- 
tives of the priesthood and the laity 
from all over the world. 

This morning, 
tasted the meaning of this gradual 


have we not” 


unveiling of lights, of hymns, of 
secret formulas and words and 
found it to be a kind of expression 
of the majesty and the face and 
figure of the Church of Christ, the 
universal mother, pitching her 
tents over the whole world, through 
the long and dangerous centuries 
that have passed since the begin- 
ning? 


A restoration of splendor 


Everything that the new Ecu- 
menical Council is to do is really 
aimed at restoring to full splendor 
the simple and pure lines that the 
face of the Church of Jesus had at 
its birth, and at presenting it as its 
Divine Founder made it: sine mac- 
ula et sine ruga.* Its journey 
through the centuries is still a long 
way from the point where it will be 
transported into an eternity of tri- 
umph. So the highest and noblest 
aim of the Ecumenical Council 
(whose preparation is just now be- 
ginning and for whose success the 
whole world is praying) is to pause 
a little in a loving study of the 
Church and try to rediscover the 
lines of her more fervent youth, 
and to reconstruct them in a way 
that will reveal their power over 
modern minds that are tempted 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 14-15, 1960. Italian text. Transla- 
tion prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father gave this talk at the end of a Byzantine Rite Mass celebrated in 
Old Slavonic in St. Peter's Basilica. He had presided over the rites and throughout 
the ceremony had intoned the principal blessings in Old Slavonic. 

The celebrants and concelebrants represented the greater part of the Oriental 
Church. In attendance were the members of the ecumenical council's preparatory 
commissions, who had assembled in Rome for their first meeting. 








and deceived by the false theories 
of the prince of this world, the open 
or hidden adversary of the Son of 
God, Redeemer and Savior. 

The ceremony at which We have 
just assisted with so much joy 
shows Us the main outline of this 
venerable Mother of ours, whom 
we honor each day with the homage 
of faith in the Apostles’ Creed, 
which salutes her as one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic. 


ONE CHURCH 


Bringing various rites with dif- 
ferent languages and different his- 
tories together here in adoration of 
the Most Holy Trinity is a prime 
and solemn public display of our 
respect for the unity of this divine 
institution, the Church. There is no 
beauty to compare with the diver- 
sity in rites, language, imagery, 
and symbols, in which the liturgy 
is rich, for it expresses in different 
ways the intimate union of the 
faithful who make up the Mystical 
Body of Christ. It reasserts the 
deepest and most solid reason for 
the various races of men to be 
united, for they are all called on to 
pay honor to Christ, and through 
Him, to the Most Blessed Trinity. 


The will of the Lord 
The symbol and the guarantee of 
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this unity is the Pontiff, who takes 
the place of Peter and stands at 
the peak of the sacred order: hier- 
archy, doctrine, worship, sacra- 
ments. Yes, unus Dominus, una 
fides, unum baptisma!*® The thing 
that recurs most often in the talks 
of Jesus is His exaltation of the 
sacramentum unitatis,® which 
draws together in one single inspir- 
ation all peoples and all tongues 
with all their natural historical 
variations. It is sealed by the last 
prayer, the last sigh uttered by 
Jesus to His heavenly Father, at 
the tragic hour of His sacrifice: 
“Pater sancte, serva eos in nomine 
tuo, quos dedisti mihi, ut sint unum 
sicut et nos.” 7 

Hence the Latin liturgy that is 
used and recognized by a great 
part of the world, by the group of 
the faithful that is numerically 
largest, is very deserving of esteem 
among the various forms of wor- 
ship. But the unity appears in all 
its perfection and wonder and 
splendor when all the Eastern lit- 
urgies, in a sense, clear the path 
for it and join it in rousing chorus 
at the same altar. 


HoLy CHURCH 


For each of us who has taken 
part in it, today’s ceremony will 
always remain a call to holiness. 


These words from the Byzantine-Slav Liturgy are the equivalent of the “Kyrie 


eleison” in the Roman liturgy. 
* A short talk. 


* The Holy Father is referring to his address to the Preparatory Commissions for 
the Second Vatican Council on November 14, 1960. An English translation is printed 


in TPS v. 6, no. 4, 376-385. 
* Without blemish or wrinkle. 
° One Lord, one faith, one baptism. 
® Sacrament of unity. 


"Holy Father, keep in thy name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 


one even as we are. (John 17, 11) 
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If our correspondence to the 
grace of Christ, which is the font 
of all holiness, falls short of the 
affirmation of the tu solus Domi- 
nus, tu solus sanctus, tu solus altis- 
simus® We have addressed to Him, 
then we run the risk of reducing 
these ceremonies to an empty form 
devoid of spiritual meaning and on 
a level with the various forms or 
distractions to be found in that hu- 
man activity which is directed to 
material things and forgets about 
the eternal. 


The basis of all effort 


This is the reason behind a dec- 
laration that amounts to a com- 
mandment and a sacred duty: put 
the holiness of the clergy and the 
laity right at the very basis of ev- 
ery effort to develop the energies 
of the church and make sure that 
everyone is careful to have a prop- 
er regard for it, in keeping with 
the teaching of the divine Master 
and the example of the saints. 

Beloved sons! We do not hesi- 
tate to say that all of Our cares and 
efforts to make the Council a great 
success might well be in vain if 
this collective effort at sanctifica- 


tion were not whole-hearted and. 


universal. Nothing can make as 
much of a contribution to it as the 
quest for and the achievement of 
holiness. The prayers and virtues 
of individuals, and their interior 
spirit become an instrument of im- 
mense good. 





Holy men in Church history 


Four great figures in history, 
who were outstanding teachers in 
the Church and who point up the 
differences in rites, stand here be- 
fore us to represent the East and 
the West in the act of holding up 
the apostolic Chair,® as if they were 
proclaiming to the whole world and 
to all ages what it is that makes the 
Church—let us rather call it the 
Holy Church—truly great: that is, 
the holiness of its doctors, its bish- 
ops, and its pontiffs. 

Just look at the glorious names 
of these men, giants in their holi- 
ness and in their service to the 
magisterium of the Church: Ath- 
anasius and John Chrysostom, Am- 
brose and Augustine. Their statues 
are ringed by a magnificent crown 
formed by the images of other pon- 
tiffs and doctors from all times 
and from many different back- 
grounds whose sacred relics are 
treasured here or in the other ba- 
silicas and churches of Rome. 

It gives Us particular pleasure to 
express Our devotion by ‘recalling 
the name of St. Josaphat, Bishop 
and Martyr, the one to whom to- 
day’s Eastern liturgy (itself asso- 
ciated with the name of Chrysos- 
tom) was dedicated and whose 
glorification was greeted with a 
wave of devotion and of religious 
exultation during the pontificate of 
Pius IX, almost at the very opening 
of the First Vatican Council. 


® Thou alone art Lord, thou alone art holy, thou alone art most high. 

® Cathedra—oficial teaching chair, symbol of authority. In the apse of the Basilica 
of St. Peter, four gigantic statues hold aloft the reliquary containing a chair iden- 
tified by tradition as the throne St. Peter used at Rome.—Tr. 
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Holiness and the Council 


So, if the Second Vatican is to be 
a success, effective cooperation is 
necessary, and the only form it can 
take consists in efforts to grow in 
holiness by each and every bishop 
and priest and the Christian peo- 
ple as well. 

Let each and every one of us— 
Pope, Fathers of the Council, fel- 
low workers—resolve that all 
through this year, starting today in 
a systematic manner, we will re- 
main on duty, which will mean first 
of all sanctification and then study 
and hard work. It is up to the faith- 
ful to choose the particular way in 
which they can cooperate through 
prayer — constant prayer — and 
through the shining example of 
their Christian lives in the frame- 
work of the specific activities car- 
ried on by each of them. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH 


This is a distinctive mark of the 
last testament that the Lord en- 
trusted to Peter and to his succes- 
sors. It is like a deep root, that has 
spread through the bowels of the 
earth, until it now touches the most 
distant borders, far beyond Pales- 
tine where the command “Eun- 
tes” © was proclaimed, and beyond 
Rome and Greece, which furnished 
Providence with the human ele- 
ments that made it possible for the 
Gospel message to be preached 
swiftly everywhere, even though it 


did mean the sacrifice of countless 
martyrs. 

Through God’s grace, this catho- 
licity has remained intact through 
the course of the centuries, just as 
Jesus had predicted and promised, 
despite variations in liturgy and 
different pastoral applications, 
which actually add to its beauty. 

The heritage of Christ must not 
be understood and applied in terms 
of the needs or demands of any one 
country or another, or on the basis 
of the shifting events of its history, 
but rather with complete fidelity to 
the promises of Jesus, who has as- 
sured us that His assistance will 
go on till the end of time. 

Catholicity is not weakened but 
rather is strengthened and en- 
riched as the Church spreads and 
multiplies its activity. This perfect 
compatibility of catholicity with 
the other notes is basic and it is in 
accord with sound doctrine: “quod 
unitatis simul, sanctitatis et apos- 
tolicae successionis praerogativa 
debeat effulgere.”" (Pius IX to the 
Bishops of England, Sept. 16, 
1864). 


APOSTOLIC CHURCH 


The apostolicity of the Church is 
the living flame through which 
Christ, the king of all peoples and 
all ages, reassumes and recapitu- 
lates all things in Himself, as St. 
Paul says so clearly in the words 
that our Pius X adopted as his own: 
instaurare omnia in Christo!'2 


* “Going.” Cf. Matt. 28, 19: Going therefore, make disciples of all nations. 
““That the prerogatives of unity and at the same time of holiness and apostolic 
succession should shine forth.” Pius IX to the Bishops of England, September 16, 


1864. 
“To restore all things in Christ. 





ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC, APOSTOLIC 69 


When we say that Jesus extends 
His dominion over all the structures 
that make up society, we recall the 
biblical vision of the Filii tui de 
latere surgent.“ From the open 
side of the divine Savior comes 
forth the power of virtue. 

St. Paul could recognize that he 
was minimus apostolorum,* and 
yet still an apostle and, for that 
reason, sure of his calling and of 
the gifts of grace that would make 
his ministry fruitful. 

The Catholic Church is not an 
archeological museum. It is the 
ancient village fountain that gives 
water to the generations of today, 
as it gave it to those of days gone 
by. 

Dear young people, today you 
paid homage to the notes of the 
Church — one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic—in the thought-provok- 
ing beauty of the chant and cere- 
monies; you are the heirs of a 
great tradition, and as you grow 
older, continue to try to do it honor. 


Two prayers 


Venerable Brother Archbishop, 
who celebrated today’s Mass, please 
be kind enough to permit Us to 
repeat the prayer with which yqu 
lifted up our souls in one last heav- 
enly plea: 

“Jesus Christ, risen from the 


* Thy sons will arise from thy side. 
“ The least of the apostles. 


dead, true God of ours, through the 
intercession of Thy holy and im- 
maculate Mother, of the glorious 
leaders of the Apostles, Peter and 
Paul, of our father St. John Chrys- 
ostom, Archbishop of Constanti- 
nople, of Saints Joachim and Anne, 
of St. Josaphat, Archbishop and 
Martyr, and of all the Saints, have 
mercy on us, and save us through 
Thy goodness and out of Thy love 
for men.” 

We would like to add to this the 
other prayer you uttered before the 
Ikon of the Savior: 

“OQ Lord, Thou who dost bless 
those who bless Thee, and sanctify 
those who trust in Thee, save Thy 
people and bless Thy inheritance. 
Guard Thy whole Church, sanctify 
those who love the beauty of Thy 
House, grant them glory as their 
reward through Thy divine power 
and do not abandon us who hope in 
Thee. Give peace to the world, 
which is Thine, to Thy churches, to 
priests, to our rulers, and to all 
Thy people, so that every good 
grace and every perfect gift may 
come down from on high and de- 
scend from Thee, Father of lights; 
and to Thee we render glory, 
thanks, and adoration, to the Fa- 
ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever world without 
end.” 





Secular and Religious 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the Committee of Provincial Superiors 
of Italian Institutes of Perfection for Men 


L’accogliervi 


ELOVED sons! It gives Us 
B great pleasure to greet you 
under the important title of 
Provincial Superiors of Institutes 
of Perfection for Men, at the be- 
ginning of this Second Roman 
Meeting, a meeting which enjoys 
the sympathy and encouragement 
of the Congregation for Religious. 
And this pleasure grows as We 
picture the cheerful, busy spiritual 
energies that you represent con- 
stantly being directed toward the 
proclaiming of the name and the 
teaching of the Divine Redeemer. 


Worthy aims 


You have informed Us of the 
aim of this Roman meeting, which 
is going to set new horizons for 
your activity. And We are happy 
about it. 

Achieving deeper understanding 
between the provincial superiors of 
different institutes, studying the 
problems of religious training, es- 
pecially of young people, passing 
along the fruits of varied experi- 
ences in governing and in apostolic 


November 15, 1960 


activity, so that you may be better 
prepared to meet the demands of 
present-day life—all this is worthy 
of notice and encouragement. 


The mind of the popes 


In the last forty years, there 
have been growing indications that 
Our predecessors favored an apos- 
tolic activity that would be syn- 
chronized, concentrated, and not 
exposed to useless and harmful de- 
lays from lack of agreement or be- 
cause of some supposed exclusive- 
ness in labor or, may God forbid, 
through some kind of intolerance 
of work, however valuable, done by 
others in the same field of the Lord. 
According to the mind of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs, if this kind of coop- 
eration is to be effective, it calls for 
a general understanding on the 
marshaling of all the clergy work- 
ing in individual dioceses, whether 
secular or religious, in whole- 
hearted support of the will and di- 
rections of the bishop. 


Synodal formulations 
We have gathered together what 
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our predecessors have left to Us 
and accepted it as a sacred trust. 
You can find an example of Our 
interest in this regard in the synod 
celebrated at Venice in November, 
1957. And We enjoy recalling that 
the intention We had then of 
considering secular and religious 
priests as a single whole making up 
the diocesan clergy serving souls 
under the paternal eye of the 
bishop, was received with devout 
respect in a climate of enthusiasm 
and has now become a most happy 
reality. 

And more authoritatively, the 
Roman Synod has given a clear and 
compelling formulation to this 
problem. It underlines the equality 
of the two clergies in carrying out 
priestly duties,? and it calls for 
unity of action in parishes, whether 
they are entrusted to the earnest 
care of secular clergy or of reli- 
gious, so that they may direct and 
edify the faithful of Rome and the 
pilgrims who flock here. How 
touching the exhortation of the 
Breviary is: Voce concordi Domino 
canamus dulciter hymnos.’ 


The importance of harmony 


This harmony, which reflects the 
very light of heavenly beatitude on 
the peaceful productivity of men, 
is the most edifying that can be 
achieved here below and it is the 
indispensable condition if any 
work is to be rich in results and of 
lasting effectiveness. On the other 
hand, We know from bitter experi- 
ence that division of effort is a no- 
tably dangerous obstacle to the 
very liberty of the sacred minis- 
try and the apostolate. 


An impetus toward action 


And so We want to express the 
hope that during this meeting you 
too will feel this need, which is 
one of the deepest desires of Our 
heart, and is, for that matter, both 
a happy reality and a joyous hope. 
The ever new and fresh energies 
that religious orders and congrega- 
tions place at the service of souls 
are a certain guarantee of a great- 
er growth of divine life in the 
Church. The inner fruitfulness 
that derives from the light and 
warmth of a great tradition, of a 
noble spiritual heritage, and the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 17, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Committee of Provincial Superiors of Italian Institutes of Perfection for Men 
was formed in 1958. There are similar groups in other countries. 

In a preliminary greeting to the Holy Father, Cardinal Valeri, Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation for Religious, enumerated the fruits of the committee’s work. Among 
those he mentioned was “a keen desire to achieve an ever greater harmony and 
understanding with the secular clergy, under the guidance and direction of the 
particular Ordinaries” in solving “the complicated problems of the modern -apos- 
folate.” It is to this point that the Holy Father devotes much of his address. 





THE POPE SPEAKS 


loving guidance of the bishop, who 
will suggest, or propose and direct 
their coordinated efforts, provide 
the impetus for priestly action that 
can effectively meet the various 
needs of the ministry of today and 
can work in depth for the conquest 
of society for Jesus Christ. 


Prayer and example 


Beloved sons! There is a great 
deal, a very great deal that the In- 
stitutes of Perfection can do to 
meet this urgent apostolic need: 
first of all with the prayer that con- 
stantly rises to God from each in- 
dividual house; then through the 
attractiveness of the example that 
is bound to shoot up like a spring 
of water from the fonts of every 
order and congregation, where the 
virtues of its particular founder 
live on. There are some exultant 
words of the Roman Synod that 
have to do with this, and We en- 
trust them to you and your fellow- 
religious as your assignment in 
carrying out the work of these 
days: “Religiosi, morum gravitate 
loquendi agendique ratione, exem- 
ploque suo omnes moneant, quid 
momenti in voluntaria sui ipsius et 
cupiditatum refrenatione atque in 
vitae incommodis insit. Probent se 
a vitae cultu vere abstinere, atque 
fidelem paupertatis ceterarumque 


religiosarum virtutum usum amor- 
emque habere.” 4 

This living proof of detachment, 
of poverty, and of mortification is 
needed in a world that is, accord- 
ing to the melancholy expression of 
Scripture, seized with the two-fold 
concupiscence of the flesh and of 
the eyes and by the superbia vitae.® 
In the midst of it, your serene and 
discreet, confident and courageous 
presence can do so much good for 
the triumph of the great ideals at 
whose service the Church has 
placed itself, through your volun- 
tary and faithful cooperation with 
its venerable and zealous pastors. 


A hope 


We hope that your convention 
may happily achieve the goals that 
the committee has set for itself; 
and We will be following you, be- 
loved sons, with Our prayers ask- 
ing the Lord to grant each of you 
the gift of His constant assistance. 
In order to have it come down upon 
your work more bountifully, please 
open your hearts and accept the 
very special Apostolic Blessing 
that is coming to strengthen and 
encourage each of you, the insti- 
tutes that you represent, the works 
they are carrying on, and all of 
your very beloved fellow religious 
throughout the whole world. 


1Cf. Patr. Eccl. Ven. Synodus XXXI, Const. 12. 
? Par. 169-170. 
®* With one voice we sing sweet hymns to the Lord. (Cf. par. 175) 


“Let religious, through the seriousness of their conduct, the way they talk and 
act, and their example, teach everyone just how important are voluntary control 


of oneself and one’s desires and putting up with the inconveniences of life. 


Let 


them show that they are really detached from the pleasures of life and that they are 
faithful in their love and practice of poverty and the other virtues of religion. 


5 Pride of life. (Cf. 1 John 2, 16) 














Truth and Peace 


The Christmas Broadcast of Pope John XXIil to the World 


Vidimus gloriam 


66 IDIMUS gloriam ejus: glo- 
riam quasi Unigeniti a 
Patre plenum gratiae et 
veritatis.” } 

Venerable brethren and beloved 
children, scattered through the 
whole world: Peace and Apostolic 
Benediction! 


PROLOGUE TO THE FOURTH GOSPEL 


Please accept the festive wishes 
for a happy Christmas that We 
offer you. 

They take their inspiration from 
the first page of the Gospel of St. 
John, from that prologue that sup- 
plies the theme for the sublime 
poem that sings of the mystery and 
reality of the most intimate and 
most sacred union between the 
Word of God and the sons of men, 
between heaven and earth, between 
the order of nature and that of 
grace, as it shines forth and is 
transformed into a spiritual tri- 
umph from the beginning of time 
down to its end. 

“In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was with God and 
the Word was God. All things were 
made through Him. In Him was 
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December 22, 1960 


life, and the life was the light of 
men and the light shines in the 
darkness ; and the darkness grasp- 
ed it not.”? There was a man 
called John who was to give testi- 
mony to the light: he was not the 
light, but just a witness inviting 
others to accept the light. With a 
display of divine condescension 
that defies description, the Word 
of God took on a human nature 
and chose to dwell on earth among 
men and to have close and familiar 
dealings with them. 

All who recognized Him, and 
accepted and welcomed Him as the 
Word of God made man—let us 
pronounce His sacred and blessed 
name: Jesus Christus filius Dei, 
filius Mariae *—came to share in 
His divine sonship itself: dedit eis 
potestatem filios Dei fieri,s and 
were henceforth considered to be 
His brothers, marked out for an 
inheritance that would last for all 
eternity. 


A triple poem 


This simple and elementary re- 
view of doctrine and of history 
brings the news of Christmas and 








of Bethlehem to us. These are 
sacred words, which recur first in 
one place and then in another to 
form a beautiful symphony that 
quickly spreads sweetness and 
beauty; then they burst forth all 
together in the fullness of a great 
composition: the triple poem of 
creation, of redemption at the cost 
of the blood of Christ, and of the 
Church, one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic. All this is offered as a 
divine teaching and to make life 
here below more perfect for the 
individuals and the peoples who 
are wise enough to take advantage 
of it. 

First it is the splendor of the 
heavenly Father glorified in His 
Son that draws us on to admire 
the ineffable relationships that the 
persons in the Most Blessed Trin- 
ity have to each other. Then the 
second John, the Evangelist, has- 
tens to tell us how that same Trin- 
ity has been reflected for the bene- 
fit of mankind, for the benefit of 
the Church, the mystical body of 
Christ, and for the benefit of in- 
dividual souls: Vidimus gloriam 
ejus.® 


GRACE AND TRUTH 


With these words, the prologue 
comes to a pause; and at this point 
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it takes on a tone of glorious ac- 
claim: Vidimus gloriam ejus. 

What glory? The brilliant re- 
splendent glory of the Word who 
was in principio et ante saecula,® 
and who became man, as the Only- 
begotten son of the Father, and 
appeared full of grace and of truth. 
Note these two words well: grace 
and truth. 


Grace 


The word grace is the first to 
leap from the lips of the angel who 
announces the divine mystery to 
Mary—and it is fullness of grace: 
Ave, gratia plena." You find it re- 
peated in the Holy Book in many 
different tones, but it is always an 
expression of kindness, of good- 
ness. 

“How precious is thy grace, O 
God,” sings the Psalmist, with 
touches of tenderness that fill the 
heart with emotion. “The children 
of men flee for safety under the 
shadow of thy wings; they are 
filled with the treasure of thy 
house, and thou makest them to 
drink of the torrent of thy delights. 
For with thee is the fountain of 
life, and in thy light we see light. 
Save thy grace for those who wor- 
ship thee, and thy justice for the 
upright of heart.” § 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 24, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 


This was Pope John’s third annual Christmas message to the world. In it he pleads 
for a return to truth as the basis for peace among men. He calls especially on 
world leaders and the molders of public opinion to “think, honor, speak, and do” 
what is true. 








TRUTH AND PEACE 


How delightful it would be for 
Us to speak to you at length of this 
grace, this kindness, this goodness! 


Truth 


But We must confide in you, be- 
loved sons, that it is toward the 
subject of truth in particular that 
Our spirit feels inclined, for expe- 
rience in the pastoral life continues 
to furnish ever more vivid illus- 
trations of that which is of primary 
importance and which has to 
be gone into more profoundly. 

When St. Augustine wanted to 
give a name to the divine Word 
who appeared at Bethlehem, he did 
not hesitate to call Him truth, 
for He is the Only-begotten of the 
Father, who, with the resplendent 
treasures of His nature, enlightens 
all creation, visible and invisible, 
material and spiritual, human and 
superhuman.® 

The two testaments contain and 
proclaim a doctrine that takes its 
origins from eternity and is the 
essence and splendor of truth, 
which shines forth from all the cen- 
turies and appears to man, who is 
considered the masterpiece and the 
priest of the visible universe; it is 
the heart and core of the teaching 
that covers all developments in 
both the natural and supernatural 
order. 
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The first words of the Old Testa- 
ment, as a matter of fact, describe 
the origins of the world; the last 
ones of the New Testament, “Veni, 
Domine Jesu,” * are a recapitula- 
tion of history, of law, of grace. 

The search for and discovery of 
truth is the primary object of the 
human spirit’s inner activity and 
it is something natural for souls 
created by God and marked out for 
eternal destinies. 

Why do we say truth? Because 
it is something communicated by 
God and the relationship between 
man and truth is not just acci- 
dental but necessary and essential. 


TRUTH IN THE MAN AND IN THE 
CHRISTIAN 


This truth that burst forth from 
the Divine Word and enkindles 
and illuminates the past and gives 
life to the present with its rays is 
like a breath that gives assurance 
of a life to come, beyond the final 
appearance of God for the last 
judgment here below that will de- 
cide the fate of every man for all 
eternity. 

As this radiant, vibrant force, 
which gives life in the physical 
world, and even more in the spirit- 
ual one, becomes known and pene- 
trates into the life of man, whose 
whole makeup and appearance re- 


1“We saw his glory: the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace 


and of truth.” (John 1, 14) 
? John 1, 1 and 3-5. 
® Jesus Christ, son of God, son of Mary. 


“He gave them the power to become the sons of God. 


° We saw his glory. 

*In the beginning and before all ages. 
"Hail, full of grace. 

® Ps. 35, 8-11. 

°Cf. De Trin. 15, 11: PL 42, 1071. 
“Come, Lord Jesus.” 








flect the image of God: “signatum 
est super nos lumen vultus Tui, 
Domine,” '' it becomes a source of 
joy for every soul: “‘dedisti laeti- 
tiam in corde meo.” 


A sacred responsibility 


But it is even more important to 
realize and to keep in mind that 
man’s whole attitude toward knowl- 
edge of the truth involves a sacred 
and very serious responsibility to 
cooperate with the plan of the Cre- 
ator, the Redeemer, the Glorifier. 
And this is all the more true of a 
Christian, who, through the grace 
of the Sacraments, is clearly 
marked as belonging to the family 
of God. This constitutes and is the 
source of the greatest dignity and 
responsibility that is imposed on 
man—which is the same as saying, 
in a more exalted form, on every 
Christian—to do honor to this Son 
of God, Verbum caro factum, ® who 
gives life to the whole of man and 
to the whole makeup of the social 
order. 

Jesus offered men thirty years 
of silence to imitate, so that they 
might learn how to contemplate 
truth in Him; and three years of 
tireless and persuasive teaching, 
to supply them with example and 
direction for their lives. 
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The Divine Book by itself is 
enough to fill us and exalt us with 
this doctrine. 

Hence union with Christ, Who 
proclaimed Himself Dominus et 
Magister,* is the triumph of truth, 
the science of sciences, the doc- 
trine of doctrines. John the Evan- 
gelist said of this Divine Word that 
had been raised up as the light of 
the two Testaments: “The law 
was given through Moses: grace 
and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.” Another time the divine 
Rabbi repeated: “I am the light 
of the world: he who follows Me 
does not walk in the darkness.” 1° 

Beloved children! What is this 
light, if not truth? 


The Old Testament and truth 


The books of the Old Testament 
frequently refer to truth. 

The Psalmist repeats his invo- 
cation of truth many times. “Thy 
mercy and truth always sustained 
me, O Lord.” 17 “Truth and judg- 
ment always were and are around 
Thee.” 18 “Thy truth surrounds me 
like a shield.” ?® “Thy justice, thy 
justice forever.” 2° “O Lord, truth 
stands forever.” 2! “Truth will turn 
to the advantage of those who 
know how to practice it.”?? “All 
the ways of the Lord are truth.” ?8 


“ “<The light of Thy countenance is impressed upon us, O Lord.” (Ps. 4, 7) 
“ “Thou has put joy in my heart.” (Ibid.) 


Word made flesh. 
“Lord and Master. 
% John 1, 17. 

%® John 8, 12. 

* Pa. 39, 13. 

* Cf. Ps. 88, 15. 

* Cf. Ps. 90, 5. 

* Ps, 118, 142. 

1 Pg, 116, 2. 

= Beclus. 27, 10. 

* Cf. Ps. 118, 151. 
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“The Lord loves truth, grace and 
glory.” *4 


THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 


In the light of this, how much 
beauty there is in the invitation 
offered to man always to speak the 
truth to his neighbor, and how 
strong and terrible is the command- 
ment bidding him never to speak a 
falsehood against his neighbor: 
“Non loqueris falsum testimonium 
contra proximum tuum’; > and to 
judge truthfully and with peaceful 
intentions in the doors of your 
houses: loquimini veritatem unus- 
quisque cum proximo suo: verita- 
tem et judicium pacis judicate in 
portis vestris.2® 

In his famous “Summa Doctrinae 
Christianae,” which was the cate- 
chism for whole generations of 
people, St. Peter Canisius, a Doctor 
of the Church, expressed the nega- 
tive and the positive part of this 
commandment in penetrating and 
convincing fashion.?* 


The negative and positive 


As for the negative: it prohibits 
all false and deceitful testimony 


that can in any way compromise. 


the good reputation of a neighbor 
either in court or outside of it, as 
can happen a susurronibus, detrac- 
toribus, maledicis, criminatoribus 


* Cf. Ps, 83, 12. 


et adulatoribus.22 All lying and 
misuse of the tongue to the detri- 
ment of neighbor is forbidden, 
and just as much and in the same 
tones as in the three command- 
ments that come before this one: 
thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not 
commit adultery, thou shalt not 
steal. 

On the positive side, he pays 
tribute to speaking well and polite- 
ly of one’s neighbor, or in defense 
of him and for his benefit, sine 
fuco, simulatione insidiisve, with- 
out deceit, without pretence, with- 
out trickery. 

All of this doctrine is drawn 
from the Old Testament, which is 
very rich in comments on this mat- 
ter of how truth is of service to 
innocence, justice, charity. 

And in the New Testament—the 
Gospel and the Apostolic Writings 
—what teaching you have on the 
beauty, the substance, the most 
lofty wisdom to be found both in 
truth that has been learned and 
lived, and in the Lord’s Command- 
ment! ; 

To go back to the words of St. 
John the Evangelist, it is interest- 
ing to see how Jesus dealt with 
those whom He had succeeded in 
converting: “If you remain in 
truth, you will truly be my dis- 
ciples: and you will know the truth 
and the truth will make you free: 


*<Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” (Ez. 20, 16) 
* Each of you speak the truth to his neighbor: judge truth and judgment of peace 


in your gates. (Zach. 8, 16) 


* Authoritatum Sacrae Scripture et Sanctorum Patrum quae in Summa Doctrinae 
Christianae Doctoris Petri Canisii theologi Societatis Jesu citantur et nune primum 
ex ipsis fontibus fideliter collectae ipsis Cathechismi verbis subscriptae sunt. Venetiis 


Ex Bibliot. Aldina 1571, p. 141. 


* From gossips, detractors, slanderers, accusers, and flatterers. 








cognoscetis veritatem, et veritas 
liberabit vos.” 7° 

But that conversation, at first 
interesting, becomes frightening 
when Jesus leads His audience on 
to conclusions that will be discon- 
certing for anyone who denies the 
truth he knows. 

“You claim to be children of 
Abraham. Then, do the works of 
Abraham. I know that instead you 
are planning to kill me, a man who 
has told you the truth, the truth 
that I know from God Himself. If 
God were your father, you would 
love Me too, for I Myself come 
from God Who has sent Me. But 
you are children of the devil and 
you want to carry out the desires 
of him who is your father.” 

St. John says that when those 
poor miserable creatures heard 
these words, they took up stones 
to throw at Jesus. But He hid 
Himself and went out of the tem- 
ple.2° The words of the Psalm were 
verified : “O love the Lord, all ye his 
saints! The Lord looks after the 
faithful, but those who act proudly 
he repays abundantly.” *! Just as in 
Proverbs, it had been said: “Buy 
truth and do not sell wisdom.” * 
And later on: “A deceitful tongue 
does not love the truth.” 33 And 
finally: “He that hath respect to a 
person in judgment ... even for 
a morsel of bread forsaketh the 
truth.’’34 





*® John 8, 30-32. 

® John 8, 39-59. 
Ps, 30, 24. 

® Cf. Prov. 23, 28. 
% Prov. 26, 28. 

* Prov. 28, 21. 
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THINK THE TRUTH: PAY HONOR 
To It: SPEAK IT AND Do IT. 


Here we have man, here we have 
the believer face to face with truth, 
which imposes itself suaviter et 
fortiter, with gentleness and firm- 
ness. 

As a matter of fact, the words 
of Christ place every man face to 
face with his responsibility and 
force him to accept or to reject the 
truth; with persuasive force, they 
invite each person to stand for the 
truth, to feed his own thoughts on 
truth, to act in accordance with 
the truth. 

This festive message that We 
are pleased to offer you is thus a 
solemn reminder to live in the 
truth by living up to your four- 
fold duty of thinking it, paying 
honor to it, speaking it and doing 
it. This duty springs from the 
words of the Sacred Book that We 
have pointed out to you, from the 
clear and unquestioned way in 
which the Old and New Testaments 
agree completely on this matter 
and on both its gentle and severe 
implications as well. 


Thinking the truth 


First of all then, to think the 
truth: to have clear ideas of great 
divine and human realities, of Re- 
demption and the Church, of mor- 
ality and law, of philosophy and 
art. To have correct ideas, or to 
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try to form them in yourself con- 
scientiously and for right motives. 

Unfortunately, almost daily, you 
see around you a disconcerting 
frivolousness in making references 
to matters or in discussing them 
that indicates a lack of prepara- 
tion—to say the least—on the part 
of the one handling the matter. 
This is why, in a recent talk aimed 
at safeguarding family life, We 
invited “all who have the means 
and the inclination to influence 
public opinion, to see to it that 
their influence always serves to 
clarify rather than confuse ideas 
and to promote strong character 
and respect.” * 


Honoring the truth 


To pay honor to the truth. This 
is an invitation to be a shining ex- 
ample in all areas of individual, 
family, social, and professional 
life. The truth makes us free; ** it 
ennobles anyone who professes it 
openly and without human respect. 
So why be afraid to honor it and 
make it respected? Why descend 
to making deals with your own 
conscience, accepting compromises 
that conflict with Christian life 


and practice, when instead the per- . 


son who has the truth ought to be 
convinced that he alone has the 
light that dispels all darkness and 
the power to draw the world along 
behind him and transform it? It 
is not just-the person who deliber- 
ately distorts the truth who is 
guilty; a man is just as guilty if 
he betrays it by adopting an equiv- 


ocal attitude out of fear that some 
people will not consider him up to 
date and well-rounded. 

So honor truth with the firm- 
ness, courage, and awareness char- 
acteristic of a person who pos- 
sesses strong convictions. 


Speaking the truth 


Next, to speak the truth. Is not 
the mother’s warning to her child 
to avoid lying the primary school 
of truth? For, if this good habit 
is learned ab inferioribus annis,3* 
it becomes second nature and helps 
to make the gentleman, the perfect 
Christian who is prompt and open 
in his answers, and who has the 
courage of a martyr or a confes- 
sor, when it is needed. This is the 
testimony to Him that the God of 
truth asks of each of His children. 


Doing the truth 


And last of all, to do the truth. 
It is a light in which the whole 
person must be bathed, and it gives 
a certain tone to each and every 
action in our lives. It is the charity 
that obliges us to carry on the 
apostolate of truth, to spread a 
knowledge of it, to defend its 
rights, to form souls — especially 
the open and generous ones of 
youngsters —in such a way that 
they will allow themselves to be 
saturated with it down to the in- 
nermost fibers of their being. 


The anti-decalogue 


To think the truth, pay honor 
to it, speak it and do it—as We 


*® To the Sacred Roman Rota, October 25, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 901. For a com- 
plete translation of this address, see TPS v. 6, no. 4, 356-361. 


* Cf. John 8, 32. 
** From tenderest years. 








list these basic requirements for 
a life that will be truly human 
as well as Christian, a sad com- 
plaint arises from Our heart to 
Our lips: where on earth is there 
any respect for truth? Aren’t we 
at times, perhaps even very often, 
faced with a brazen, insolent anti- 
decalogue that does away with the 
“not” that forms an integral part 
of the clear and precise demands 
made by each of the five command- 
ments of the Lord that come after 
“Honor thy father and _ thy 
mother’? Is not the life that goes 
on before our eyes practically a 
deliberate attempt to put this con- 
tradiction into practice: fifth, thou 
shalt kill; sixth, thou shalt commit 
adultery ; seventh, thou shalt steal; 
eighth, thou shalt bear false wit- 
ness—as if there were some dia- 
bolical plot against the truth go- 
ing on? 


A clear command 


The command of the divine law 
that was given to Moses on the 
mountain still remains clear and 
binding: non loqueris falsum tes- 
timonium contra proximum tuum: 
thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor.** This com- 
mandment—like the others—lives 
on, with all of its positive and neg- 
ative consequences: the duty of 
truthfulness, of sincerity, of open- 
ness, which involves conformity of 
the human mind with reality, 
adaequatio rei et intellectus ; ®® and 
the sad possibility and the even 





*% Hx. 20, 16; Deut. 5, 20. 


* S. Th. I, q. 16, art. 1c. Also, cf. Avicenna Metaphys. tract. VIII, cap. 6. 
“ Pe. 116, 2: 
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sadder fact of lying, hypocrisy, 
calumny, to the point of obscuring 
the truth completely. 


Two concepts 


We happen to live in the midst 
of two concepts of human society: 
on the one hand, the reality of the 
world, sought after, studied, and 
actualized, as it really is in the plan 
of God; on the other hand, a coun- 
terfeit of this same reality, facili- 
tated by human techniques and 
artifices, modern and ultra-modern. 

Faced with the four-fold ideal 
of thinking, honoring, speaking, 
and doing the truth, on the one 
hand, and the daily spectacle of an 
open or hidden betrayal of this 
ideal on the other, Our heart can- 
not restrain its anguish: and Our 
voice trembles. 


Ultimate victory 


And yet, despite everything and 
everybody, veritas Domini manet 
in aeternum, the truth of the Lord 
lasts forever,*® and it is always 
striving to shine ever more bright- 
ly before people’s eyes and to be 
heard ever more in their hearts. 

The feeling is abroad among a 
number of people that today the 
world is once again passing through 
terrible hours. 

But the history of the past has 
known even worse ones: and de- 
spite the noise made by the more 
violent, despite their trickery, We 
rest secure that the spiritual vic- 
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tory will belong to Christ Jesus, 
qui pendet a ligno.* 


Anxious hours 


Each hour brings clearer proof 
that a storm is raging over certain 
areas of the world and is threat- 
ening the social order in general 
and many individuals in particular 
who are more weak and uncertain 
than they are bad or malicious. 
This fact impels Us to direct a 
word of this Christmas message to 
those who have the main responsi- 
bility for public and social order 
and to invite them, in the name of 
Christ, to put their hands over 
their hearts and do honor to them- 
selves in these days of general 
danger. As a matter of fact, every- 
one’s fate is at stake, and any dis- 
tinction between important people 
and the little people has to be 
buried in one single common effort. 


An appeal 


So We would like to lift up Our 
priestly arms to those with the 
greatest responsibilities, who pre- 
side over civil society—heads of 
state and of local or regional ad- 
ministrations—and then to all the 
rest: educators, both parents ‘and 
teachers; all who work with their 
heads, their arms, their hearts; 
those especially who are responsi- 
ble for public opinion, which is 
formed or deformed by means of 
press. radio, television, films. com- 
petitions. and exhibits of all kinds, 
both literary and artistic — au- 
thors, artists, producers, directors, 
scrivt-writers. 

These thoughts rise spontaneous- 
lv from Our heart and they are 
directed to all of Our children and 


especially to those called by a par- 


_ ticular mission of rendering testi- 


mony to the truth, and to all those 
who intend to live their individual 
and family lives in the holy light 
of Christian teaching. We are sure 
that these thoughts will be wel- 
comed and reflected upon by those 
who are upright and sincere. 


An admonition 


Beloved sons! No, never lend 
yourselves to this counterfeiting of 
the truth: have a horror of it. 

Do not use these wonderful gifts 
of God—light, sounds, colors, and 
their technical and artistic appli- 
cations—in books or newspapers 
or audiovisual form—to disturb 
the natural inclination toward the 
truth on which the edifice of man’s 
nobility and greatness rises; do 
not use it in a way which may push 
toward ruin consciences that are 
weak or still unformed. 

Have a holy horror of spreading 
the germs that desecrate love, 
break up families, deride religion, 
and shake the foundations of the 
social order, which has to be gov- 
erned by controlling selfish im- 
pulses and by a brotherly harmony 
that respects the rights of every- 
one. Do your share to make the 
air you breathe purer and less in- 
fected, for its first victims are the 
innocent and the weak; learn to 
lay the foundations for times that 
will be better, healthier, more just 
and safer. Work at this with calm 
perseverance and with tireless de- 
votion. 


UNSHAKEN TRUST 


Beloved sons! Here we find our- 
selves drawn back once again to 











82 THE POPE SPEAKS 


the vision of Bethlehem: to the 
light of the Incarnate Word, to His 
grace and truth, which everyone 
wants to gain for himself. 

The silence of the holy night and 
the contemplation of that peaceful 
scene are very eloquent. Let us 
turn to Bethlehem with a pure eye, 
with an open heart. 

As We stand close by this Word 
of God made man for us, close by 
this benignitas et humanitas Sal- 
vatoris nostri Dei,*2 We would like 
to turn once again with great re- 
spect and special affection to the 
supreme representatives of public 
authority, scattered over the vari- 
ous important points of the globe, 
to those responsible for the educa- 
tion of the younger generations 
and for public opinion, and en- 
courage each of them to develop an 
ever more mature awareness of his 
own tasks and his own responsi- 
bilities and to persevere in his 
work with sincerity and courage. 

We trust in God and in His light. 
We trust in men of good will, and 
rest content that Our words will 
stir up a surge of manly generosity 
in all good hearts. 


The answer to fear 


From time to time, some soft 
voice, speaking almost in tones of 
prophecy, will reach Our ear and 
whisper exaggerated fears that 
then stir up disheartening fancies. 

St. Matthew, the first of the 
evangelists, tells us how Jesus, in 
the evening of a long and trying 
day, went up alone on a mountain 
to pray. On the lake below, His 





“ Who hangs from the wood. z , 
“ Goodness and kindness of God our Savior. (Cf. Titus 3, 4). 
® Matt. 14, 22-82. 


followers’ boat was tossed about by 
the winds, and at night Jesus came 
down and moved lightly over the 
waves and cried out: “Have trust, 
and do not be afraid, for it is I.” 
Peter said, “Lord, if it be you, 
make it possible for me to come to 
you across the waters.” And Jesus 
said to him, “Come.” And Peter, 
getting out of the boat, set out to 
go to the Divine Master. But the 
violence of the wind frightened him 
and as he began to sink he shouted, 
“Lord, save me!” Jesus quickly 
reached out his hand, took hold of 
him and said, “Man of little faith, 
why did you doubt: modicae fidei, 
quare dubitasti?” And when they 
were all back together on the ship, 
the wind ceased.** 

Beloved sons! Even in the night 
on the lake, this episode is enchant- 
ingly clear. The lowly successor of 
St. Peter no longer experiences any 
temptation to be afraid. We feel 
strong in the faith, and with Jesus 
at Our side, We can cross not just 
the little lake of Galilee but all the 
seas in the world. Jesus’ word is 
enough for salvation and victory. 


The future 


This is one of the most beautiful 
pages in the New Testament. It 
encourages Us and bodes well for 
the future. With this picture in 
mind, We want to close Our Christ- 
mas message with a few brief 
words from the Old Testament that 
express the heart and core of this 
talk—the thing that makes so dear 
this opening of the heart of your 
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Father and Shepherd to his spirit- 
ual children. 

It is a final little touch in the 
meeting between the holy king 
Ezechias and Isaias the great 
prophet of Israel. The latter had 
brought him terrifying warnings 


of an invasion in the near future 
that would bring immense ruin. 
Ezechias answered him: 

“The word of the Lord that you 
have brought me is good: peace 
and truth alone are enough for me 
for all my years.” # 


“Isa. 39, 8. 





The Farm and Modern Technology 


. . . Life in the country is wholesome, close to nature, and singularly 
favorable to the preservation of those lofty moral and religious traditions 
which are a nation's proudest possession. Such a life is sure to be blessed— 
We like to repeat this often—with God's most bountiful favors. But We also 
know, from the restrained comments of Our parents during Our childhood, 
that a farmer's life entails difficulties and sacrifices. 


It is therefore with understandable satisfaction that farmers see the 
advances of modern technology lighten their burden by inaugurating new 
techniques of cultivating and developing the soil and by the use of mechan- 
ical implements. You yourselves, gentlemen, have personally. given an 
excellent demonstration of the savings in time and effort that are brought 
about by mechanizing agriculture: the work becomes easier, the yield is 
increased, and man, relieved to some extent of time-consuming material 
tasks, is given a better chance to respond to the lofty demands of his 
spiritual vocation. 


May technological progress, to which each and every one of you is so 
happily contributing, help meet the true demands of rural life by uniting all 
men in a bond of brotherly charity and in their common love for the earth 
and its Creator. This, gentlemen, is the wish We make from the bottom of 
Our heart, and, as a pledge of that wish, We gladly impart Our fatherly 
Apostolic Blessing to you and your families. 


—John XXIII. From an address to participants 
in the World Motorized Ploughing Championship. 
October |1, 1960. 
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A Finder’s List for Papal Documents 


I, 


Documents appearing 
January 1—March 31, 1960 


927. To Cardinal Copello. (Benevol- 
entiae caritas) November 29, 1959. Let- 
ter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Copello on his eightieth birthday: Con- 
gratulates on birthday; recalls his serv- 
ice to the Lord. (Est. length: 250 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 7-8, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 39-40. 


928. The Marian Academy. (Maiora in 
dies) December 8, 1959. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to the International Marian 
Academy: Notes growth of Marian de- 
votion; elevates Academy to Pontifical 
status; recalls standards for Mariology; 
establishes secretariat for Academy. 
(Est. length: 725 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Febru- 
ary 4, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 24-26. 


929. Pax Romana. (Chers fils de Pax 
Romana) December 8, 1959. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to world assembly of 
Pax Romana in Manila: States satis- 
faction; urges intellectual, religious 
formation; points to opportunity. (Est. 
length: 525 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 23, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 96-98. 


930. St. Paul in Rome. (S. Paulus 
Apostolus) December 15, 1959. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Msgr. Cesario d’- 
Amato: Notes coming nineteenth cente- 





nary of Paul’s arrival in Rome; cites 
respect of early Romans for Paul; pro- 
poses study of life, writings of Paul; 
mentions praise by Chrysostom. (Est. 
length: 525 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 16, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 79-81. 


931. St. Joseph Cafasso. (Magnopere 
Nobis) December 16, 1959. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Fossati: 
Approves centenary celebration for St. 
Joseph Cafasso; describes his virtues; 
urges emulation of Cafasso. (Est. 
length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 21, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 81-82. 


932. Training in Tourism. (Siamo 
lieti) December 26, 1959. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Cardinal Confalonieri: 
Greets “Touristic Congress for Youth”; 
praises aims of training in tourist trade; 
urges synthesis of values; invokes Our 
Lady. (Est. length: 440 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 1, 1960. 


933. To Streetcar Operators and Bus 
Drivers. (Questo vostro invito) Decem- 
ber 81, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to streetcar operators and bus 
drivers of Rome: States affection; affirms 
value of their work; reflects on Holy 
Name of Jesus. (Est. length: 440 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 2-3, 1960. English translation: TPS, 
v. 6, no. 2, 199. 
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934. 
alegria) January 1, 1960. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to the Archbishop of Ma- 
nagua, Nicaragua, on close of diocesan 
mission: Commends Managua mission; 
cites good results; urges continued re- 
ligious fervor. (Est. length: 880 words) 


Mission in Managua. (Con cudnta 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 14, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 98-100. 


935. Mother and Child. (Torna assai 
gradito) January 5, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to the President of the 
National Motherhood and Infancy Insti- 
tute: Praises group; urges material and 
spiritual aid. (Est. length: 160 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 11-12, 1960. 


936. The Polyglot Academy. (Ante- 
quam hic sollemnis) January 5, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the Poly- 
glot Academy on fortieth anniversary of 
Benedict XV’s “Maximum illud”: Recalls 
own seminary days; cites missionary 
ideals of Academy; discusses duty of 
preaching; mentions Church unity. (Est. 
length: 920 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 7-8, 1960. 


937. Medical Missionaries. (A _ testi- 
monianza) January 6, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Agagian- 
ian: Praises Padua College for Medical 
Missionaries; addresses students on 
duties, difficulties; states motivation for 
apostolate. (Est. length: 400 words) , 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 17, 1960. 


938. High School Education. (Tras 
diligente preparacién) January 10, 1960. 
Message of Pope John XXIII to the 
Seventh Inter-American Congress on 
Catholic Education: Discusses the super- 
natural in education; describes proper 
atmosphere for high school education; 
discusses interior development of adoles- 
cent; cites need for religious training; 
urges preparation for modern problems, 
apostolate; states ideal of teacher. (Est. 
length: 1125 words) 





Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 27, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 100-103. 
English digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 153. 


939. Catholic Action. (La Gioventa 
Femminile) January 10, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to members of 
Catholic Action of Rome: Cites past 
papal interest in Catholic Action; re- 
lates C.A. to Church; comments on pri- 
ority of spiritual; discusses unity in 
C.A.; describes importance of C.A. for 
modern age; summarizes meaning of 
C.A. (Est. length: 3500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 11-12, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 88- 
90. English digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 151. 


940. Christian Families. (Nel giorno 
in cui) January 10, 1960. Radio address 
of Pope John XXIII to Christian fami- 
lies: Notes difficulties for families; urges 
emulation of Holy Family; comments on 
Christian family life. (Est. length: 600 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 11-12, 1960. 


941. Chirograph on the Synod. (Post- 
quam Sancti Spiritus) January 16, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII in own hand- 
writing: Proclaims first synod for the 
diocese of Rome; states purposes of the 
Synod. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 17, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 179. 


942. To Chancellor Adenauer. (Con 
viva soddisfazione) January 22, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to Conrad 
Adenauer, Chancellor of the German Re- 
public: Cites glories of German Catholi- 
cism; notes good relations of Church and 
German Republic; asks service to peace, 
civilization. (Est. length: 480 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 23, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 90-91. Eng- 
lish translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 169. 


943. At the Opening Ceremony of the 
Roman Synod. (Dei spiritu permoti) 
January 24, 1960. Address of Pope John 
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XXIII to a general audience, inaugurat- 
ing the Roman Synod: Discusses early 
councils; notes roles of Peter and James; 
comments on reasons for past councils; 
discusses provincial councils, diocesan 
synods; comments on role, adaptability 
of Roman clergy; discusses functions of 
clergy, laity, in Church; speaks on agen- 
da of synod; points to Church’s adapta- 
bility in accidentals; urges cooperation, 
prayer to Holy Spirit; invokes aid of 
Blessed Virgin. (Est. length: 4725 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 25-26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 180- 
190. English digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 
154-5. 


944. At the First Synodal Meeting. 
(Cum heri Romanae Synodi) January 
25, 1960. Address of Pope John XXIII 
to the first official session of the Roman 
Synod: Notes work of sub-committees; 
comments on sources of his address; dis- 
cusses Catechism of Trent; cites Peter 
and Paul on holiness in priests; com- 
ments on participation of all in priest- 
hood of Christ; advises on indifference 
to material wealth and on practice of 
outstanding virtue; discusses Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans; comments on 
Mass in priestly life. (Est. length: 3680 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 25-26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 201- 
211, English digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 
155-6. 


945. At the Second Synodal Meeting. 
(Ad vobiscum iterum) January 26, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the sec- 
ond official session of the Roman Synod: 
Quotes Council of Trent on priestly con- 
duct; discusses character, learning of 
priest; cautions on choice of studies, 
books; discusses Scripture, tradition, 
Canon Law as sources of knowledge; de- 
scribes love of priest for Christ, Church, 


souls; comments on temptations of 
priest; discusses need for charity in 
speech of priest. (Est. length: 4560 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 





ary 27, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 221-230. 
English digest: TPS, v. 2, no. 2, 157-9. 


946. At the Third Synodal Meeting. 
(Catholicus sacerdos) January 27, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the third 
official session of the Roman Synod: 
Cites special vocation of priest; dis- 
cusses role of priest in Redemptive plan; 
explains Christ as “gate of sheepfold,” 
“good shepherd”; comments on priest as 
saver of souls; points to difficulty of 
pastoral work, need for pastoral charity; 
distinguishes direct and indirect priestly 
work; cites three personal memories; re- 
calls words of Gregory I, others, on 
priesthood; mentions Trent on priestly 
life; discourses on pastor as good shep- 
herd; mentions Ecumenical Council, un- 
ity; urges devotion to Eucharist. (Fst. 
length: 5200 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 28, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 240-251. 
English digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 159-161. 


947. Counsels for Seminarians. (Un 
vivo desiderio) January 28, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to seminarians 
studying in Rome: Mentions Synod and 
surroundings; likens seminarians to 
Gedeon’s soldiers; points to their brother- 
hood; lists areas for spiritual progress; 
discusses need to read Scripture, impor- 
tance of Psalms; urges habit of prayer; 
states affection, hopes. (Est. length: 
2800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 30, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 271-277. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 
368-9. 


948. To Nuns on the Imitation of 
Christ. (Era ben naturale) January 29, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
nuns from various religious houses of 
Rome: Praises nuns; notes response to 
modern needs; discusses contemplative 
life, Imitation of Christ; describes na- 
ture and demands of virginity; explains 
self-knowledge and fortitude; warns 


against melancholy; discusses prayer life 
of religious; notes role of Cross in life 
of religious. (Est. length: 2720 words) 
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Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 31, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 278-84. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 
208-214. 


949. At the Closing Ceremony of the 
Roman Synod. (L’inaugurazione) Jan- 
uary 31, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a general audience, closing the 
Roman Synod: Expresses joy over com- 
pletion of Synod; urges scrutiny of re- 
sults; asks judgment in light of faith; 
recalls Paul on two Jerusalems; foresees 
spread of theological virtues; discusses 
faith and intellectual life; states sorrow 
for persecuted, persecutors; discusses 
false judgments of role of clergy; urges 
imitation of Christ, other pastoral mod- 
els; notes need for unity; asks effort to 
execute synodal tasks; discusses Ecu- 
menical Council; comments on new de- 
votions versus older modes of worship; 
reflects on Crucifixion. (Est. length: 
4900 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 1-2, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 297-306. 
English digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 161-3. 


950. To the President of the Synodal 
Commission. (Le parole) January 31, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
Archbishop Luigi Traglia, Vice-Regent of 
Rome: Rejoices at success of Synod; 
exhorts to fulfillment of tasks. (Est. 
length: 600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 1-2, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 308-309. 


951. The Purification. (Questa sem- 
plice cerimonia) February 2, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to a general 
audience on the Feast of the Purification: 
Links candle ceremony to universal call 
to prayer; announces world-wide distri- 
bution of candles as invitation to prayer 
for forthcoming council. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 3, 1960. 


952. American Charity. (Each year) 
February 9, 1960. Letter of Pope John 
XXIII to the bishops of the United 





States: Points to poor, hungry of world; 
states gratitude for past aid; appeals 
to America for alms. (Est. length: 480 
words) 


English text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 19, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 353-4. 


953. To American School Children. 
(It was a year ago) February 9, 1960. 
Message from Pope John XXIII to the 
school children of America: States grati- 
tude for prayers; notes generosity; 
points to plight of needy children; asks 
prayers, gifts; cites generosity of Christ. 
(Est. length: 750 words) 


English text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 8, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 158-160; 
TPS v. 6, no. 2, 190-2. 


954. On Cardinal Stepinac. (Maest- 
issime affecti) February 10, 1960. Tele- 
gram of Pope John XXIII to Archbishop 
Seper of Zagreb: Prays for eternal 
peace for deceased Cardinal Stepinac. 
(Est. length: 100 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Febru- 
ary 12, 1960. 


955. On Lourdes. (Jl y a un an) Feb- 
ruary 11, 1960. Message of Pope John 
XXIII to the faithful of France: Recalls 
own visits to Lourdes; notes French de- 
votion to Mary; urges fidelity to Mary 
in practice of faith; asks prayers for 
Church; offers prayer for needs of 
France. (Est. length: 680 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 138, 1960. 


956. The Death of Cardinal Stepinac. 
(Questo jf.ebre) February 17, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII at funeral 
rites for Cardinal Stepinac: Cites wide- 
spread respect for Cardinal Stepinac; 
praises pastoral qualities, spirit of for- 
giveness; comments on Yugoslav permis- 
sion for funeral; calls for peace; prays 
for Cardinal Stepinac and injured Cardi- 
nal Koenig. (Est. length: 1280 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Febru- 
ary 18, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 91-94. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 
146-9. 
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957. On Biblical Studies. (Abbiamo 
apprezzato) February 17, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute on 50th anniversary: 
Praises institute; points to role of Sa- 
cred Heart; describes task of institute; 
discusses role of scholarship; explains 
their pastoral function; discusses ad- 
herence to mind of Church; states need 
for prayer. (Est. length: 2960 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 19, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 152-8. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 38, 
269-75. 


958. On Preaching. (L’incontro odier- 
no) February 19, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to Lenten preachers and 
clergy of Rome: Mentions own study of 
saintly preachers; cites St. Bernardine 
of Siena on three aims of preaching; 
discusses simplicity and clarity; notes 
obligation to console; discusses way to 
reform sinners; lists marks of the good 
shepherd. (Est. length: 2280 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1960. English translation: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 3, 244-9. 


959. St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise 
de Marillac. (Cum tria saecula) Febru- 
ary 20, 1960. Letter of Pope John XXIII 
to Rev. William Slattery, C.M., Superior 
General of the Vincentians: Praises Sts. 
Vincent and Louise; discusses revivals 
of spirituality in history; describes quali- 
ties of St. Vincent; praises Vincentians, 
Sisters of Charity; discusses need for 
charity in combating world’s evils; af- 
firms obligation of charity for greatest 
possible number. (Est. length: 900 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, March 
16, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 147-50. English 
digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 3, 254-5. 


960. The Works of Mercy. (L’odierno 
ritrovo) February 21, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to welfare organiza- 
tions of Rome: Recalls own early inter- 
est in welfare organization; compares 
spirit of world and Christian charity; 
comments on characteristics of welfare 
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workers; discusses supernatural motiva- 
tion; mentions apostolic mission; com- 
ments on modern technology, communi- 
cations; discusses charitable deeds. (Est. 
length: 2880 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 22-23, 1960. English translation: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 181-7. 


961. To the President of Peru. (JI Nous 
est) February 22, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to President Manuel Prado 
of Peru: Notes goals of Peru; remarks 
on life in the Faith; praises Church- 
state relations; comments on education 
of young. (Est. length: 600 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 22-28, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 95-96. 


962. Two Saintly Bishops. (L’odierna 
circostanza) February 28, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to a general audi- 
ence: Notes progress of beatification 
and canonization causes of Blessed John 
de Ribera and Bishop Montmorency- 
Laval; discusses pastoral zeal of John 
de Ribera; comments on achievements of 
Montmorency-Laval; prays to both for 
Church. (Est. length: 1120 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 29-March 1, 1960. 


963. To Cardinal Caggiano. (Quoniam 
ab episcopali) March 2, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Caggiano 
on the 25th anniversary of his episco- 
pacy: Congratulates; enumerates 
achievements; extends best wishes and 
blessing. (Est. length: 400 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, March 
18, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 150-51. 


964. Automobile Drivers. (Nell’atto di) 
March 8, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a gathering of motorists: Wel- 
comes; discusses mastery of self and 
vehicles. (Est. length: 160 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 10, 1960. 


965. Mission of the High School 


Teacher. (La vostra presenza) March 19, 
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1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
Italian Catholic Association of High 
School Teachers: Praises aims; men- 
tions needs of adolescent; discusses re- 
sponsibility of teacher; cites profession- 
al, spiritual qualities needed; explains 
duty of teacher to self, students, fami- 
lies, society; mentions need for good 
teachers. (Est. length: 2400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 21-22, 1960. English translation: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 3, 256-61. 


966. On Catholic Action. (Con paterno 
affetto) March 20, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a general audience: 
Cites St. Paul on luxury; points to di- 
vine invitation to progress in spiritual 
life; mentions universality, unity of 
Church; praises spirit of progress in 
audience; greets group of war veterans 
and recalls own war experiences; greets 
maritime group and cites role of sea in 
improving relations among peoples; dis- 
cusses personal conduct as means to uni- 
versal harmony; praises Catholic Action 
and recalls words of Pius XI; exhorts 
workers to be witnesses to faith; greets 
miners and notes value of their labors; 
recalls mining tragedy; points to goal 
of eternal happiness. (Est. length: 2200 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 23, 1960. English excerpt: TPS, 
v. 6, no. 3, 296. 


967. Doctors and Neutrality. (Nous 
sommes particuliérement) March 22, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
International Committee for the Neu- 
trality of Doctors in Time of War: En- 
courages program of committee, cites 
earlier Vatican approval; states hope 
for agreements among nations. (Est. 
length: 350 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 24, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 343-4. 


968. Vocations and Latin America. (La 
viva ansia) March 25, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to superiors and su- 
periors general of religious orders and 
institutes: Greets superiors; praises 
groups of religious; cites urgency of 





Church’s Latin American problems; dis- 
cusses problems of faith, shortage of 
priests; mentions Annunciation, eleva- 
tion of humanity by Incarnation; dis- 
cusses responsibilitiy to share in work 
of the Redemption; relates redemptive 
task to vocations, religious institutes; 
discusses needs, hopes for Latin Amer- 
ica; urges promotion of vocations, re- 
ligious education of laity; states trust 
in cooperation of superiors. (Est. length: 
2000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 344-9. 
English excerpts: TPS, v. 6, no. 3, 283-4 
and 287. 


969. Pro-Vicar General of Rome. (Una 
profonda soddisfazione) March 26, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Micara: Praises Cardinal-elect Traglia; 
appoints Traglia Pro-Vicar General of 
Rome. (Est. length: 240 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 28-29, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 338-9. 


970. Marian Celebration in Turin. 
(Recitato VAngelus) March 27, 1960. 
Radio message of Pope John XXIII to 
the people of Turin: States joy; dis- 
cusses devotion to Mary, meaning of 
Lourdes; exhorts to Christian life. (Est. 
length: 680 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 30, 1960. 


971. The New Cardinals. (Cotidiano 
insistentes) March 28, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a secret consistory 
at which seven new cardinals were 
named: Praises Curia, Sacred Congrega- 
tions; laments death of Cardinal Stepi- 
nac, suffering of persecuted Church; 
states joy over Roman Synod; discusses 
new cardinals and _ universality of 
Church; mentions broad representation 
at forthcoming Council; states reasons 
for hope; discusses social, political 


strife; comments on devotion of hier- 
archy to duty; names new cardinals. 
(Est. length: 2000 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, March 
28-29, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 321-327. 
English digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 150-1. 








Il. 


Documents appearing 
April 1—June 30, 1960 


972. 
in urbe) March 5, 1960. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Card. de Barros Camara: 
Appoints him Papal Legate to Brazilian 
Eucharistic Congress; expresses hope for 
good results. (Est. length: 550 words) 


To Cardinal Camara. (Curitybae 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 385-6; Os- 
servatore Romano, May 6, 1960. 


973. To Cardinal Cerejeira. (Publicae 
utilitatis molimina) March 10, 1960. Let- 
ter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Cerejeira: Appoints him Papal Legate 
to dedication of Brazil’s new capital; 
wishes Brazil prosperity. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 387-388; Os- 
servatore Romano, April 22, 1960. 


974. Cardinals in Asia. (La caratteris- 
tica cerimonia) March 31, 1960. Address 
of Pope XXIII to Card. Traglia, spokes- 
man for the College of Cardinals: Ex- 
plains significance of ceremony of im- 
position of birettas on new cardinals; 
stresses election of cardinals from Asian 
countries; cites worldwide favorable re- 
actions; points to expansion of Catholi- 
cism in Asia, increasing numbers of 
native clergy. (Est. length: 2400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
1, 1960. 


975. The Sports Writer. (Jl nous est 
agréable) April 2, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to International Association 
of Sports Writers: Cites importance of 
sports in modern world; stresses re- 
sponsibility of sports press for truth- 
fulness, charity, balance. (Est. length: 
800 words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 349-350; 
Osservatore Romano, April 8, 1960. 


English translation: TPS v. 6, no. 8, 
276-277. 
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976. Eucharistic Congress in Brazil. 
(Ainda se ouvem) April 2, 1960. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to Catholics of 
Brazil: Rejoices at success of Brazilian 
Eucharistic Congress; cites theme of 
Congress, “Eucharist, light and life of 
world”; stresses man’s need for spiritual 
nourishment. (Est. length: 850 words) 


Portuguese text: AAS 52 (1960) 401-2; 
Osservatore Romano, May 6, 1960. 


977. Work and the Cross. (Vi sieto 
reso) April 3, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a pilgrimage of workers from 
Naples and Campania: Praises their 
countryside; affirms concern for work- 
ers; discusses virtue and suffering as 
aids in difficulties; explains Passion- 
tide; urges Cross and Commandments 
as safeguards; states need to accept suf- 
fering. (Est. length: 1300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
4-5, 1960. 


978. To Cardinal de Arriba y Castro. 
(Quoniam mox quinque) April 5, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Card. 
de Arriba y Castro: Congratulates on 
25th anniversary of episcopacy; praises 
pastoral work, efforts in formation of 
Spanish clergy. (Est. length: 400 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 516-7; Osser- 
vatore Romano, June 17-18, 1960. 


979. Palm Sunday. (Il ricordo) April 
10, 1960. Homily of Pope John XXIII in 
St. Paul’s Patriarchal Basilica: Cites 
liturgical and spiritual significance of 
Palm Sunday; recalls Jesus entering 
Jerusalem; mentions concern for perse- 
cuted Catholics as only shadow on joyful 
occasion. (Est. length: 2000 words) 


Italian text: AAS 52 (1960) 339-48; Os- 
servatore Romano, April 11-12, 1960. 


980. The Turkish Ambassador. (Votre 


visite remplit) April 11, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to Ambassador 
from Turkey: Praises personal quali- 
fications; recalls own sojourn in Turkey. 
(Est. length: 350 words) 
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French text: AAS 52 (1960) 351; Os- 
servatore Romano, April 11-12, 1960. 


981. Working Together. (Nous sommes 
heureux d’accueillir) April 12, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
Public Health Committee of the Western 
European Union: Praises international 
organizations of humanitarian nature; 
cites aims of group; mentions work on 
cancer, polio; notes need of divine help, 
spiritual values. (Est. length: 500 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, April 
18, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 352-53. 


982. On the Independence of Togo. 
(A la veille) April 18, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Catholics of Togo: 
Congratulates on eve of proclamation of 
national independence; recalls early 
years of Togo’s Catholic community; 
wishes new republic peace, prosperity. 
(Est. length: 900 words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 403-4; Os- 
servatore Romano, April 27, 1960. Eng- 
lish translation: TPS v. 6, no. 3, 278-280. 


983. Strength from the Eucharist. (Les 
voix des hommes) April 16, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to members of 
the Eucharistic Movement of France: 
Comments on Holy Saturday, Easter 
Sunday; discusses Eucharist as source 
of strength; notes ill effects of neglect 
of Eucharist; urges group dispel this 
neglect; links Psalm 23 to Eucharist; 
urges spread of devotion to Eucharist. 
(Est. length: 1200 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, April 
17, 1960. 


984. Montreal Mission. (Nous avons 
appris) n.d. Message of Pope John 
XXIII to people of Montreal: Congratu- 
lates on planned Lenten Mission; cites 
theme, “God Our Father”; stresses God’s 
love for man and His fatherhood; ex- 
horts faithful to reciprocate with love 
for God, brotherhood. (Est. length: 
6000 words) 


French, English, Italian texts: Osserva- 
tore Romano, April 16, 1960. 
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985. The Easter Message. (Questa della 
grande) April 17, 1960. Radio Message 
of Pope John XXIII on Easter Day: 
Affirms supreme importance of Easter 
in Church year; discusses significance 
of Easter; stresses similarity of cur- 
rent world struggle between good and 
evil; expresses hope for world peace and 
brotherhood. (Est. length: 1800 words) 


Italian text: AAS 52 (1960) 369-371; 
Osservatore Romano, April 17 and 18- 
19, 1960. English translation: TPS v. 
6, no. 2, 171-178. 


986. The Holy Land. (Sacrae Palaes- 
tinae loca) April 17, 1960. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Rev. Augustine Sepinski, 
Superior General of Friars Minor in 
Jerusalem: Congratulates on 4th centen- 
ary of Franciscan monastery in Holy 
Land; mentions Catholic institutions in 
Holy Land. (Est. length: 700 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 388-890; 
Osservatore Romano, April 27, 1960. 


987. To Brazilians. (E com o maior) 
April 21, 1960. Radio Message of Pope 
John XXIII to Brazil: Congratulates 
Brazilians on new capital city; praises 
their steadfastness in Faith; exhorts 
them to preserve it. (Est. length: 400 
words) 


Portuguese text: AAS 52 (1960) 396- 
397; Osservatore Romano, April 22, 1960. 


988. Woman’s Work. (Nous sommes 
particuliérement) April 28, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to World Fed- 
eration of Young Catholic Women: 
Praises theme of Congress, “Young girl 
and work”; cites dignity and nature of 
woman’s work; warns on deviating from 
natural order. (Est. length: 1600 words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 390-398; 
Osservatore Romano, April 24, 1960. 
English translation: TPS v. 6, no. 4, 
329-332. 


989. Protection of the Young. (C’est 





bien volontiers) April 24, 1960. Address 
; of Pope John XXIII to International 
Congress for Protection of Children and 
Youth: Cites world-wide character of or- 
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ganization; stresses psychological, edu- 
cational, spiritual needs of problem 
youth; praises efforts. (Est. length: 1300 
words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 394-396; 
Osservatore Romano, April 25-26, 1960. 


990. The Feast of St. Mark. (II nome 
di San Marco) April 24, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to faithful in St. 
Peter’s Square: Commemorates St. 
Mark the Evangelist on his feast day; 
cites words “Peace and Gospel” as key 
to progress. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
25-26, 1960. 


991. To Italian Workers. (Ed eccoci 
ora) April 24, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to Italian workers: Praises 
Christian spirit; comments on class ha- 
tred and godless ideologies; stresses in- 
fluence of example. (Est. length: 1700 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
25-26, 1960. 


992. The Christian Farmer. (Lo spettac- 
olo vibrante) April 27, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to Italian Confedera- 
tion of Independent Farmers: Praises 
Christian spirit; cites Church’s solici- 
tude for spiritual and temporal interests 
of her children; exhorts farmers on 
supernatural values. (Est. length: 1800 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
29, 1960. English translation: TPS v. 6, 
no. 8, 302-305. 


993. The Dignity of Work. (Per la se- 
conda volta) May 1, 1960. Radio Mess- 
age of Pope John XXIII to workers on 
Feast of St. Joseph the Worker: Points 
to St. Joseph as example of dignity of 
work; warns against erroneous ideolo- 
gies; stresses Church’s solicitude for 
workers; offers special prayer. (Est. 
length: 1500 words) 


Italian text: AAS 52 (1960) 397-400; 
Osservatore Romano, May 2-3, 1960. 
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English translation: TPS v. 6, no. 3, 
297-300. 


994. The “Campaign Against Hunger.” 
(Vous étes venus) May 8, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization: 
Praises world-wide “Campaign against 
Hunger”; blesses FAO’s initiative as 
Christian work of mercy. (Est. length: 
1500 words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 463-5; Os- 
servatore Romano, May 5, 1960. English 
translation: TPS v. 6, no. 3, 280-2. 


995. Saint Ubaldus. (Alacre pietatis 
studium) May 5, 1960. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Bishop Ubaldi of Gubbio: 
Commemorates 800th anniversary of 
death of St. Ubaldus, patron of city. 
(Est. length: 450 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 452-3. 


996. A Florentine Saint. (Con sentimen- 
ti di paterno) May 6, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Della 
Costa, Archbishop of Florence: Com- 
memorates 5th centenary of death of 
Florentine Saint, Antonino Pierozzi; cites 
pastoral zeal, charity. (Est. length: 350 
words) 


Italian text: AAS 52 (1960) 478-9; Os- 
servatore Romano, May 18, 1960. 


997. Problems of Migration. (C’est avec 
plaisir) May 7, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the International Com- 
mittee on European Migrations: States 
interest of Church in migrations; dis- 
cusses effects of migration on family 
life; mentions value of training emi- 
grants; discusses worldwide effort to 
solve migration problems. (Est. length: 
850 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
8, 1960. 


998. To Missionary Bishops. (Iubilate 
Deo) May 8, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII during consecration ceremonies 
for fourteen missionary bishops: Com- 
ments on act of episcopal consecration; 
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cites variety of origins of new bishops; 
mentions bishops’ tasks, and solidarity 
of missions; discusses unity of mankind 
and world troubles; describes spiritual 
unity of the Church. (Est. length: 1600 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
9-10, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 466-69. 


999. The Lamp of Brotherhood. (Nous 
avons appris) May 11, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to “Lamp of Brother- 
hood” pilgrimage, sponsored by Associ- 
ation of French Ex-Service Priests: 
Praises goals of pilgrimage; congratu- 
lates on desire for world peace. (Est. 
length: 450 words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 479-480; 
Osservatore Romano, May 16-17, 1960. 


1000. A Reflection of Divinity. (J1 Nous 
est bien) May 14, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the International Union 
of Archaeologists, Historians, and Art 
Historians: Praises achievements; dis- 
cusses art and spiritual values; cites 
Church’s interest in culture; discusses 
art as reflection of divinity. (Est. length: 
900 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
15, 1960. 


1001. To Surgeons. (Vous voici rass- 
emblés) May 16, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the International Col- 
lege of Surgeons: Recalls interest of 
Pius XII in medical science; praises in- 
ternational congresses; recalls own ex- 
perience in hospitals; urges respect for 
personal dignity of the sick; cites 
Christ’s attitude toward healing; points 
to heavenly rewards for works of mercy. 
(Est. length: 950 words.) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
16-17, 1960. 


1002. To Cardinal Alfrink. (Nous avons 
appris) May 18, 1960. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Cardinal Alfrink: States 
this message to be broadcast over special 
radio network; asks prayers for world 
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spirit of charity. (Est. 
words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 480-81; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 6-7, 1960. 


length: 550 


1003. Virtues for High School Students. 
(Con vivissimo e profondo) May 19, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to high 
school students of Rome: Rejoices at 
numbers of young people seeking papal 
audiences; exhorts youths to holiness, 
practice of Christian virtues. (Est. 
length: 2800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
20, 1960. English translation: TPS v. 6, 
no. 8, 262-7. 


1004. Ascension Homily. (Al _ rito 
solenne) May 26, 1960. Homily of Pope 
John XXIII on Feast of Ascension: Re- 
calls greatness of Ascension mystery; 
outlines life of St. Gregory Barbarigo; 
cites saint’s extraordinary virtues; shows 
cause for his canonization. (Est. length: 
4500 words) 


Italian text: AAS 52 (1960) 458-62; Os- 
servatore Romano, May 27-28, 1960. 


1005. The Canonization of Gregory 
Barbarigo. (Eccoci trasferiti) May 26 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to a 
general audience on the occasion of the 
canonization of Gregory Barbarigo: Dis- 
cusses Own memories of seminary; 
praises charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
and St. Gregory Barbarigo; describes 
Barbarigo’s help to poor, his charity as 
bishop; discusses need for spiritual edu- 
cation, Barbarigo’s work as religious edu- 
cator; discusses need for vocations, 
qualities of good pastor; describes qual- 
ities of good seminary; praises Barba- 
rigo’s work for seminary; describes his 
scholarly interest; cites him as model 
pastor; discusses perennial tasks of 
Church, of pastors. (Est. length: 4000 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
27-28, 1960. 


1006. The Feast of St. Gregory Barba- 
rigo. (Terrenas hominum vices) May 26, 


peace, persecuted Church, Pentecostal | 1960. Decretal letter of Pope John XXIII 
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on St. Gregory Barbarigo: Cites chro- 
nology of saint’s biography and canoni- 
zation process; establishes feast day of 
new saint on June 22. (Est. length: 
2700 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 437-45. 


1007. To Farm Youth. (C’est avec 
une) May 29, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to ist International Con- 
gress of Catholic Farm Youth: Cites 
theme, “Hunger in the World”; praises 
Christian awareness; rejoices at spirit 
of cooperation among international or- 
ganizations; exhorts participants to be 
Faith’s witnesses. (Est. length: 1200 
words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 469-72; Os- 
servatore Romano, May 30-31, 1960. 


1008. Mission in Costa Rica. (Era el 
doce) May 29, 1960. Radio Message of 
Pope John XXIII to Costa Rican Mis- 
sion: Rejoices at success of Mission; ex- 
horts Costa Ricans to defend Faith, 
Christian institutions. (Est. length: 700 
words) 


Spanish text: AAS 52 (1960) 472-3; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 1, 1960. 


1009. St. John de Ribera. (Quid sit, 
quod vos) May 30, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to consistory on canoniza- 
tion of Blessed John de Ribera: Pro- 
claims him saint; schedules solemn can- 
onization rites. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 447-8; Os- 
servatore Romano, May 30-31, 1960. 


1010. The Motu Proprio: Superno Dei 
Nutu. (Superno Dei nutu) June 5, 1960. 
Apostolic letter of Pope John XXIII es- 
tablishing Preparatory Commission of 
Second Vatican Council: Recalls his pre- 
vious statements on Council; praises 
work of Antepreparatory Commission; 
decrees number and functions of com- 
missions in charge of preparation. (Est. 
length: 1600 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 433-7; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 5, 1960. Eng- 
lish translation: TPS v. 6, no. 3, 240-243. 
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1011. Light on the Ecumenical Council. 
(La Nostra prima Pentecoste) June 5, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII on 
Pentecost Sunday: Outlines plan of 
Ecumenical Council; describes Council’s 
four stages; emphasizes uniqueness and 
catholicity of Council; comments on re- 
union with Orthodox Church; exhorts all 
Catholics to follow Council’s develop- 
ments, pray for its success. (Est. length: 
5000 words) 


Italian text: AAS 52 (1960) 517-26; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 6-7, 1960. Eng- 
lish translation: TPS v. 6, no. 3, 231-239. 


1012. To the Catholics of Africa. (Lors 
de la premiére) June 5, 1960. Radio mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII to Catholics of 
Africa on Pentecost Sunday: Stresses 
solicitude of Church for African faith- 
ful; rejoices at new independence of Afri- 
can nations; cites recent consecration of 
first African cardinal; exhorts African 
Catholics to face problems in true Pente- 
costal spirit. (Est. length: 1850 words) 


French text: AAS 52 (1960) 474-7; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 8, 1960. Eng- 
lish translation: TPS v. 6, no. 3, 288-292. 


1013. St. John de Ribera. (Quod hodie 
arcanum) June 12, 1960. Homily of Pope 
John XXIII on canonization of St. John 
de Ribera: Explains choice of Trinity 
Sunday for rites; gives biography of 
new saint; praises his teaching, fight for 
Catholicism; urges him as example to 
Catholics today. (Est. length: 2000 
words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 499-508; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 13-14, 1960. 


1014. A Spanish Saint. (El Senor nos 
a concedido) June 12, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a Spanish pilgrim- 
age on canonization of St. John de Ri- 
bera: Sums up highlights in new saint’s 
life; stresses relevance of his work as 
example of our times. (Est. length: 1100 
words) 


Spanish text: AAS 52 (1960) 527-8; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 138-14, 1960. 
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1015. 
siete afios) June 12, 1960. Radio Message 
of Pope John XXIII to people of Colom- 
bia: Congratulates on new radio station; 


Colombian Radio Station. (Hace 


states its religious, educational role. 
(Est. length: 900 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, June 
15, 1960. 


1016. Corpus Christi. (Jl grande rito) 
June 16, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII on Feast of Corpus Christi: Re- 
joices at size of multitude; discusses 
meaning of Corpus Christi. (Est. length: 
200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, June 
17-18, 1960. 


1017. Fifty Years a Priest. (Dilecto 
Filio Michaeli) June 16, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Fr. Michael Browne, 
Superior General of the Order of Preach- 
ing Friars: Congratulates on 50th an- 
niversary of priesthood. (Length: 68 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, June 
17-18, 1960. 
1018. To the President of Argentina. 


(Vuestra presencia es) June 18, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to Presi- 
dent of Argentina: Expresses satisfac- 
tion at cordial Holy See-Argentine rela- 
tions; congratulates on 150th anniver- 
sary of country’s independence. (=e 
length: 450 words) 


Spanish text: AAS 52 (1960) 529; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 19, 1960. 


1019. Educators of Disturbed Children. 
(Il Nous est) June 20, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to International Asso- 
ciation of Educators of Disturbed Youth: 
Discusses importance of health, physical 
and mental; describes professional and 
personal qualifications for educators of 
disturbed children; exhorts to continued 
efforts. (Est. length: 1100 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, June 
22, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 530-32. 





1020. The Synodal Regulations. (All- 
orché il senso vivo) June 28, 1960, Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Micara, Roman’ clergy, faithful: Com- 
mends Cardinal’s contribution to Roman 
Synod; cites quantity and complexity of 
Synodal articles; defines them as triple 
law of prayer, belief, action; exhorts 
obedience to Synodal legislation, Church’s 
authority. (Est. length: 2200 words) 


Italian text: AAS 52 (1960) 568-7; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 30-July 1, 1960. 


1021. Promulgation of the Synod. (Sol- 
licitudo omnium Ecclesiarum) June 29, 
1960. Apostolic Constitution of Pope 
John XXIII to Roman Diocese: Sums up 
proceedings of Diocesan Synod; an- 
nounces publication of Synodal legisla- 
tion; declares it effective as of Novem- 
ber 1, 1960. (Est. length: 1900 words) 


Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 551-4; Os- 
servatore Romano, June 30-July 1, 1960. 


Ill. 


Documents in this issue in the 
form of a digest or excerpt. 


——. The Farm and Modern Technol- 
ogy. (Aprés avoir participé) October 11, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
participants in the World Motorized 
Ploughing Championship: States inter- 
est in rural work improvements; com- 
mends technological aids. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 12, 1960. x 





- The Call to the Priesthood. 
(Liodierna giornata) October 20, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to students 
of the Pontifical Beda College for de- 
layed vocations: Reminds of his interest 
in clergy; mentions St. Paul as inspira- 
tion; cites motives of seminarians; dis- 
cusses vocations and age; affirms good 
will toward England; states good wishes 
in English. (Est. length: 1280 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 22, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 893-6. 
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. Christian Peace. (Libenter mox 
futurum) October 21, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Mimmi: 
Appoints Cardinal Mimmi papal legate 
to Inter-American Marian Congress; 
mentions help of Mary; describes pre- 
requisites for peace; mentions Christian 
solution to social problems. (Est. length: 
680 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 12, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 948-9. 


- To New Bishops. (La sollenita) 
October 28, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII on the occasion of the consecration 
of eight new bishops: Mentions heavenly 
aid received; discusses significance of 
naming new bishops; points to trials, 


achievements of bishops; comments on 
meaning of “apostolate”, Pentecostal 
fire; prays for bishops. (Est. length: 
1920 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 29, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 954-8. 


. The Church and Material Welfare. 
(Nei giorni) November 21, 1960. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to the Bishop of 
Adria on flood damage in Polesine area: 
States sympathy; comments on aid 
groups; asserts Church’s interest in ma- 
terial lot of people, social justice. (Est. 
length: 840 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 27, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 952-4. 
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